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The Economical Picture Reflected In The
Drama Mrcchakatikam

Paromita Biswas

Abstract

The Economic condition is the base of a society and in describing the society
of that time, Siidraka naturally drew a clear picture of the economy prevailing in
the society of that age. Unequal state was used to be there in the society between
rich and poor sections. Rich people used to live an easy life of fun enjoying in
every sphere of life. As there was practice of worshiping the god of love at various
temples it is reflected that the crude enjoyments were in practice in Indian society.
Due to inequality between rich and poor, the society used to suffer a lot. On one
side rich people became unruly due to unlimited enjoyment, on the other hand
Jjobless penniless unsocial elements in the society suffered from the decaying of
their energy. At that time jobless people were addicted to vices like dice-playing
etc and different types of crime were practised then. Sarbilaka a Brahmin studied
the scripture on stealing. From this we can imagine how far crimes used to spread
in the society. In fact, economic inequality in a society creates attachment towards
crime. Sidraka has shown this in his drama very clearly.

(Keywords: Mrcchakatikam, Drsyakavya, Poverty, Capitalism, Corruption,
Gambling, Economy.)

Introduction

There are many works in Sanskrit Literature belonging to the Prakarana
type of Riipakas, and the Mrcchakatikam written by the great dramatist Stidraka,
was an earlier one. Generally, a writer does not start writing with a view to de-
scribe his society, it is not his prime duty or aim. But Stidraka was an exception.
He himself told that he composed the Prakarana for the purpose of describing
the subject matters like crooked nature, flaws in behaviour preaching of morals,
destiny etc prevailing in the society at that time. Stdraka’s Mrcchakatikam is an
unparalleled, practical and social drama. The Hero of the story is not a fun lov-
ing king, but a poor Brahmin. The dramatist did not hesitate to have a prostitute
to be the heroine of the same. Though the heroine in the drama is a prostitute
by profession, yet the main sentiment of the drama is not the eternal sentiment
of love. Physical attraction which only brings disaster in the long run is not the
source of love between Carudatta and Vasantasena. On the other hand, their
mutual sentimental feeling is shown to arise from their broadmindedness. Here
in lies the healthy human relationship. There is no false dreaming, but a true
realization of the reality of life. Stdraka has described in his drama the nor-
mal style of living of ordinary people and in doing so he shows himself to be
an exceptional worker. The Economic condition is the base of a society and
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in describing the society of that time, Sadraka naturally drew a clear picture
of the economy prevailing in the society of that age. Unequal state was used
to be there in the society between rich and poor sections. Rich people used to
live an easy life of fun enjoying in every sphere of life. As there was practice
of worshiping the god of love at various temples it is reflected that the crude
enjoyments were in practice in Indian society. Due to inequality between rich
and poor, the society used to suffer a lot. On one side rich people became un-
ruly due to unlimited enjoyment, on the other hand jobless penniless unsocial
elements in the society suffered from the decaying of their energy. At that
time jobless people were addicted to vices like dice-playing etc and different
types of crime were practised then. Sarbilaka a Brahmin studied the scripture
on stealing. From this we can imagine how far crimes used to spread in the
society. In fact, economic inequality in a society creates attachment towards
crime. Stdraka has shown this in his drama very clearly.

Mrcchakatikam as Drsyakavya:

Haridas SiddhantabagiSa in his commentary on the book, the
‘Sahitya Darpana’ has defined Prakarana thus, - ‘®fd HicudaibehbarTTeld
i R Hm SR 0T- TRUATTA&0T [T a RO aH - AT aeg g R e -
GBI GFRuTea .

Stidraka followed rules and regulations introduced by Sastras but not
thoroughly. Following the definition of Prakarana, he took the theme of his
work from events which were found in the society. The characters of the hero
and the heroine are also depicted in accordance with the definition. Carudatta
was respectable, balanced in adverse situation, and a Brahmin by caste. Between
two heroines, Dhiita was a pious, loyal wife of Carudatta and Vasantasena was
a prostitute who was attracted to Carudatta. Though the dominating sentiment
in this Prakarana is Srrigara (love-sentiment), yet other sentiments like Karuna,
Hasya, Bibhatsa etc were also mixed with the main sentiment. The subject-
matter is set in ten acts. Somewhere, such as, in the second act, where the
gamblers are seen fighting face to face, or in the eighth act where the event
of killing Vasantasena is placed on the stage and so on, the definition of the
Prakarana is violated. The characteristic feature of Prakarana is not mentioned
in its name also. As there are so many characters of lower category, such as
thief, gambler, maid-servant etc, the work Mrcchakatikam is considered to be a
Prakarana of lower type.

Poverty Versus Capitalism:

Due to economic inequality and instability existing in the society, Caru-

! SaDa.- 6th Chapter
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datta, a Brahmin of noble character and appreciator of fine arts also was com-
pelled to accept poverty. In the verse no. 10 of the first chapter of the drama

g9 f& garaqe e
TmRSE dlugeHy |
g@Rg At Al T | gRgdm
Hd: SEROT 4: g S || 2

The factual grief of the poor class is reflected in the revealing of poverty.
A child of a neighbour played with a toy car made of gold. While Rohasena, the
son of Carudatta had to be satisfied with a car made of clay. Dhuta the wife of
Carudatta had no ornaments to wear, while Vasantasena was excessively orna-
mented. Stylish persons used valuable wrapper, perfumes etc, while poor men
had no such luxurious things to use. In the society of rich class in the drama,
a characterless lecherous person like Sakara possessed great power. Power of
one class possessed huge wealth and as such they pretended to dominate the
society. On the other hand, the condition of the poor class was very deplorable.
The picture of poverty is painted in the ‘Mrcchakatikam’ so minutely that a
critic commented thus — “Now here in the entire range of Sanskrit literature,
has a description of poverty been introduced so effectively, because mostly the
plays and poems are composed by the protege of Kings”.

Corruption arising out of poverty

Another person like Carudatta was also poverty-stricken. Sarvilaka suf-
fered immensely due to poverty. He loved Madayantika but as he was poor,
he could not aspire to get her. For this reason, his good nature was spoilt. He
was Brahmana by caste, yet he had to accept the profession of stealing, due to
adverse situation. There lied a gulf of difference between his motive and pro-
fession. It caused a great pain for him. His failure was fully due to inequality
in social and economic standard of the society of that time. There is no doubt
about it.

Gambling:

In ancient India dice playing was considered to be a part of social life
and the economic condition of the society existing then, was also reflected in
the game. Mental agony in Sarhvahaka’s life was due to his poor economic
status. In the gambling when he was defeated, he asked for ten golden coins in
broad day light in the high way and for that he had to face insult. As a result,
being pricked by conscience, he denounced social life and became a Buddhist
monk.

2 Mrcch- 1/10
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Use of Currency

In ancient India, it was an usual practice of trade to exchange goods for
goods. But later on, coins were also used for purchasing things. In the drama
Mrcchakatikam a variety of coins is mentioned, such as Suvarna, Nanaka, Vodic,
Karsapana etc. In the second act of the drama Samvahaka has said — ‘3T
HIofted AT 3 AN geaTq Uty gaot:?

The word ‘Suvarna’ here is mentioned to denote golden coin. Besides, in
the eighth act of the drama a coin named Karsapana is also mentioned.

To explain the meaning of the term, commentators say — ‘“GYRR HIY:
BTN BINUT a7 ATI0T: HITor: "

According to the ‘Manusarmhita’, Karsapana is a kind of coin made of
coppers — ‘BINIUR] fagawives: Hiftie: ot
Economy Reflected in the Description of the Building of
that time

The work of Sadraka is an example of the best kind for revealing the
economic inequality existing in the society through the description of houses.
In this Prakarana, we do not find detailed description of houses of ordinary
people in general but beautiful picture of rich people’s house is drawn there.
Carudatta the wise, the appreciator of art, music was once a rich man. As such,
doors of his house were of a big size. The building was constructed of bricks
and there were different apartments in his house but later on when he became
poor, he used to live in an ordinary old house with his son and wife. The house
of Vasantasena, a rich courtesan, on the other hand, was a big seven storied
building. The house of Sakara, the brother-in-law of the king was situated by
the side of the high way and constituted of floors more than one. So, their
houses were beautiful, and seeing the aesthetic beauty of decorations in differ-
ent apartments, the Vidasaka thought that - ‘@ SH Yomeatta Bfasy geq)
g e & arfenya: | fob dTaq TiTeHTIEY 31eraT HaRTauRese gfd |
Conclusion

From the ‘Mrcchakatikam’ Prakarana, we can get a clear idea about so-
cial peoples, their social life reflected in different spheres. At the same time, it
is to be noted that the writer with a view to describe real life, has never made
it a mere statement or a dry history. Reality is the place where idealism finds

3 Ibid. 2nd Act
4 Ibid 2nd Act

> Manu.- 8/136
6

Mrcch.- 4th Act
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its justification. There is no clash between idealism and reality if people per-
ceived. In this Prakarana, we can see that people belonging to different classes
are characterized and their economic status is also different according to their
social status. So, while narrating social condition of people, the poet throws
light on economic condition prevailing in the society. Both are interrelated.

How economic depression leads one to disaster, how economic
supremacy brings power and at the same time vice and corruption — all these
things are vividly drawn in his work. A clear picture of economy existing
in the society of that time is reflected here. The economic condition of the
society is an exceptional attempt in the history of Sanskrit dramas. It shows
resemblance with western dramas.

Abbreviations

1. Manu. - Manusambhita
2. Mrcch. - Mrcchakatikam
3. Sa.Da. - Sahitya Darpana
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Analysis of Critical Claims against Samanya
Padartha by Buddhist Schools

Pooja

Abstract

The theory of samanya is at the epicentre of the metaphysics of Nyaya-
Vaisesika syncretic school. Samanya is understood as the real objective entity
which is eternal and forms the backbone of Indian Realism along with samavaya.
But various problems and inconsistencies surfaced in latter’s exact postulation of
nature of samanya. One question naturally arises that if universal is construed as
omnipresent yet situated only in the particulars, what will be the tenable explana-
tion for the status of existence if samanya is to be situated apart from the member
individuals it subsists in? Does samanya inheres in its constitutive particulars in
its entirety or its parts? In this paper, we have sought to delve into the criticism
levelled against samanya by the Buddhist scholars Dignaga and Dharmakirti. Is
it possible to annihilate the entire narrative of universals as Buddhist philosophers
have sought to do? What makes the very concept of samanya relevant in the face
of employment of Occam’s razor in providing answers to metaphysical questions
and explication of relation between class and its members?

(Keywords: samanya, realism, apoha, genus, objective reality, nominalism)

Formulation of samanya padartha

The theory of Samanya-visesa acts as a pivotal point in Nyaya-Vaisesika
syncretic school of philosophy for number of reasons, one of which is that it
ensures existence of non-fluid reality with some fixed stature (maintaining
against the Buddhist thinkers). Mainly called by aforesaid name, samanya
was also mentioned in a modified variation as akrti by the grammarians
and Mimarhsaka-s. Later on, the Nyaya-Vaisesika syncretic used jati and
samanya interchangeably. Samanya, projected both in the sense of genus
and universal or generality is defined by the author of Tarkasamgraha as
nityam (eternal), ekam (one or in unity), anekanugatam (subsiding in many
particulars). It is mentioned and characterized by Kanada, the author of
Vaisesika Sutra by the term “budhyapeksa” that some writers like Narain have
wrongly taken to be an implementation of conceptualist position. But, in fact
there is yet no clearcut evidential clarification and consensus for the exact
import of budhyapeksa (relative to thought) with respect to samanya and
visesa as well at the present time. Radhakrishnan interprets both samanya
and visesa as the products of intellectual discrimination. Samanya is not to be
equated with commonness, emphasised the Nyaya-Vaisesika textual tradition,
neither it should be understood as mere the identity or similarly. It is to
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be noted that not every commonality is a universal. Prasastapada tried to
posit samanya as replication of pattern and cause of identical conception of
thing' whereas Gautamacarya defines jati (samanya in the sense of universal)
as something that is in possession of a nature to generate common conception.

Samanya: a mental construct or an objective entity

The theory of samanya is at the epicentre of the metaphysics of NV syn-
cretic and has direct implications for the realist thesis of this school. With re-
spect to the topic of universal and particular, both Indian and Western meta-
physicians, since ancient times have preoccupied themselves with the question
of how universals exist over and above the particulars, yet existing in latter’s
realm. The realist schools of Nyaya, Vaisesika and Mimamsa maintain the status
of objectivity of the Samanya instantiated in the particulars. The samanya of
Nyaya-Vaisesika calls for some ubiquitous homogeneous pattern in reality with
some degree of differentiation also (through vyavartakatva of visesa). While the
nominalists like those of Buddhists would attack the very notion of samanya as
having any objective-being with the sole aim to bring about the debacle of the
realist thesis of reality. NV syncretic are pluralist not only in the sense that re-
ality constitutes multiple entities but also that these units of reality are woven
together in a particular fashion defying any discreteness.

It is the belief in the existence of non-fluid reality which has some fixed
stature (as against the Buddhist). This outer reality is to be apprehended as hav-
ing its Being in itself regardless of the perceiving subject. While the nominalists
like those of Buddhists would attack the very notion of samanya as having any
objective being with the sole aim to bring about the debacle of the realist and
pluralistic thesis of reality. The Vaisesika-s are pluralist not only in the sense
that reality constitutes multiple entities but also that these units of reality come
categorization.

The samanya of Nyaya-Vaisesika calls for some ubiquitous homogeneous
pattern in reality with some degree of differentiation also (through vyavar-
takatva of viSesa). It thus seems to be overall better than the overtly discrete
postulation of reality by Buddhists. But it is to be kept in mind that the Bud-
dhist like Vijianavadi, Sinyavadi-ns and neo- Vijianavadi-ns have no purpose
to maintain seemingly objective reality to be either objective, real or subjective
per se respectively. For them, the reality is just an assembling of discrete pack-

Svavisayasarvagatam  abhinnatmakam  anekavrtti  ekadvibahusu  atmas-
varupanugamapratyayakari svarupabhedena adharesu prabandhena vartamanam
anuvrttipratyayakardnam, (Prasastapada Bhasya, NS 2.2.70)
samanaprasavatmika jatih. (NS 2.2.71).
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ets and is constitutive of unique particulars. They supplement such theory with
two level theory of “apoha”. Well, as a matter of fact it is only the project of
those Realist schools of Philosophy, particularly of Nyaya and Vaisesika to up-
hold the narrative of universals. Dharmakirti declared the concept of universal
to be just an outcome of man’s idiosyncratic disposition to occasion the illusion
of ontological identity of sdmanya.®> Harsh Narain has pinned down the exact
Buddhist contention -

“The undue ontological importance assigned to the possessive case, the
‘of; is at the root of most of the cases of hypostatization of abstractions like
universals and their alienation, objective in appearance but subjective in fact,
from individuals which alone are real™

Criticism of relation of samavaya: a relational link
of samanya-visesa to individual

The Vaisesika hold the existence of samanya as having relational affinity
with its constitutive particulars, yet it remains over and above it. Same holds
for viSesa padartha which gives the unit of substance its particularity and yet
exists independently. Nyaya-Vaisesika scholars thus have made use of the fact
of acquisition of commonality by the cognitive mind as a premise for the real
and objective existence of samanya.

Critiques of samanya and viSesa have also targeted the relation of
samavaya as a status of padartha in the classical Indian Philosophy tradition.
The criticism centres around the samanya and visesa padartha because of the
relation it holds to the particulars. Both Naiyayika-s and Vaisesika-s contend
that it is through the relation of samavaya that the subsistence of samanya is
possible in the particulars. The relation of samavaya exists between guna and
guni, avayava and avayavi, kriya and kriyavan, visesa and nitya dravya. If we
take the example of avayavi, it exists above and over the individuals it consti-
tutes. It has its own being and eternal which makes it different from sariyoga.
For example, vast number of trees would become forest. The entity of forest i.e.
avayavi is not separate from trees yet it is distinct and independent of it.

In the case of samanya it is the whole which exists above the particulars
it inheres in. The samanya for instance potness (ghatatva) exits over and above
its substantial individual that is pot. It is through the relation of samavaya only
that the padartha visesa also resides in the ultimate particulars. The attack on
samavaya would render the objective claim for samanya weak. D. N. Shas-

? Tasyam rupabhaso’yam tattvenarthasya va graha

Bhrantih sanadikalinadarsanabhyasanirmita, (Pramanasamuccaya 2.29)
Narain’s Evolution Of The Nyaya Vaisesika Categeriology Vol. I, pp. 202
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tri rightly puts that “if the first five categories, substance, quality, etc., are the
bricks of the Nyaya-Vaisesika structure, the mortar to unite them is provided
by the sixth category, samavaya”’

Now the question is put up against the relation of samavaya akin to
Aristotle’s reservations against the Plato’s theory of ideas. By what relation
does samavaya holds with the terms it relates to. The relation of samavaya
seems to require another relation to make this relation possible. This falls into
the fallacy of regressus ad infintum, also called as the fallacy of third man in
this case.

Buddhist criticism against the Nyaya-Vaisesika the-
ory of universals

It is necessary to understand that the Buddhist theory of cognition make
heavy influences on their metaphysical thesis of reality. They have taken two
mutually exclusive categories of pramana-s. Dignaga is the forerunner of this
system of epistemology followed by Dharmakirti and others.

The Buddhist epistemology categorizes instrument of jiana in two-first
is the faculty of perception or pratyaksa and the second is inference or anumana.
Regarding perception, they have strictly adhered to the perceptual knowledge
as cognition of raw sense data only. Perception, in the strict sense means per-
ception of an unconstructed reality, a reality as it is. The reality according to
Buddhist philosophy is just discrete and simple. The reality is constitutive of
mere individuals and this in fact corresponds to the perceptual data. The quali-
fication of this indeterminate data supplied by perception is the secondary stage
of cognition. The instrument of mind plays the role of qualification of the per-
ceived data accompanied with constructive universal attached to it. This postu-
lation of epistemological process somewhat resembles closely to Kantian tenet.
The purpose to derail the consistency of realist position of Nyaya-Vaisesika is
now crystal clear. To attain the metaphysical nominalism and epistemological
conceptualism, it becomes necessary for Buddhist philosophers to target the
theory of samanya (in the sense of universal specifically rather than of genus).
Buddhist scholars and Naiyayika-s have long been engaged in the debate for
centuries leading to one of the best phases of Indian Darsanic system. The prob-
lem of universals had also been the centre of debate and huge clash.

Buddhist carried out the criticism of samanya by positing their own the-
ory in twofold ways —

« First, by actually presenting with an alternative model of metaphysics

Ibid., pg. 375
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of reality i.e. reality ought to be apprehended as “svalaksana” (unique
particulars). No necessity for the second degree of qualified reality to
get accommodated with it. It goes parallel to the Svatantra-Vijianavada
interests of the Buddhist scholars like Dignaga and Dharmakirti.

+ Second, situating perception knowledge of svalaksana through apo-
havada. Dignaga carries out the meaning of pramana in meeting with
the classification of knowledge into perception and inference.

Buddhist scholars make use of linguistic instrument by threading a
paradox whether universals subsist in the particulars in entirety or in part?
Universals cannot subsist entirely in a particular individual because it will
get exhausted for the other members, neither it can subsist partly as it’s
characteristics of unity (ekam) would succumb. This constructive dilemma
raised by the them was not much substantially answered by the Naiyayika-s.
They replied that the word “entire applies to such members or elements when
all of them are taken together without a remainder. Cowness is neither an
aggregate nor a substantial whole; hence the words ‘entire’ and ‘partial’ are not
applicable to it”® Moreover, one question is always predisposed to be raised
against holding universals as omnipresent in the sense of spatial pervasiveness
i.e. being vibhu parinama. The questions thus pertain to the status of spatial
presence of a samanya apart from the particulars it inheres in. Do universals
reside everywhere, including the individuals which are vyatireka (non-class
members) or just resides in certain particulars only, risking the omnipresence
status of samanya. As a matter of fact, the NV have not able been able to come
up with very plausible scheme to counter against this criticism. The position of
Prasastapada in this regard is interpreted by D.N Shastri to be that universals
do subsist pervasively but are not manifested in the absence of particulars.
Jayanta Bhatta elucidates more in his Nyayamanjari by making universals
subsist but make matter more consistent by explicating that particular “when
enters into existence, it comes to be related to the universal. Though the
universal is eternal, its relation to a particular individual comes into existence

only at the moment when the individual comes into being”’

Conclusion

Samanya cannot be just a pure construct, for it to be only a mental con-
struct, it nevertheless must be supplied with some corresponding pattern in the
outer world. It is certainly not possible to conceive the cognition of the com-

6 Chakrabarti’s “The Nyaya-VaiSesika Theory of Universals’ in Journal of Indian Phi-

losophy pg. 375
Radhakrishnan’s Indian Philosophy, Vol 11, pg. 217-218
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monness or the universal, or categorization done by certain forms of alignment
in the world. The impression of universal in our mind must run over with some
simulation in the outside world. In other words, even if the existence of univer-
sal is taken as fiction, the existence of class cannot be.

Uddyotakara follows this line of argument that “whatever causes
a common notion, must be a common thing residing in all the objects
concerned”® The critiques of Universals whether in Indian or in western
philosophy have not been quite able to counter the above argument without
addressing a straw man. This diction can also be captured in Prasastapada’-s
commentary in which he states universals display the replication pattern of
different particulars: samanyam anuvrttipratyayakaranam’.’
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Sociolinguistic importance of Kasika Vrtti: A
study

Dharmendra Das

Abstract

Although both the old and the new scholars of Sanskrit Grammar have con-
tributed immensely to the field of Linguistics, it is Panini who in his Astadhyayi,
first set a linguistic model for the description of language in 5th Century B.C.
Kasika-Vrtti of Jayaditya and Vamana is a well-coded gloss on Panini’s Astad-
hyayi. The present study discusses the sociolinguistic expression found in Kasika
in the form of examples and counter examples which are supplied by its authors
to illustrate the working of the aphorisms of Astadhyayn.

(Keywords: Kasika, Example, Sociolinguistic, Panini, Language, Sanskrit,
Grammar)

Introduction

Throughout the world, the scholars have shown great interest in the
field of language-analysis and in this respect ancient Indian Linguists have con-
tributed immensely by studying language-behavior of human beings. Like any
other ancient language of any part of the globe, Sanskrit has been the successful
means of carrying reflections of the ancient Indian cultural heritage. Sanskrit
grammarians too have not lagged behind in this mission. As objective recorders
of facts, Indian grammarians have tried to reveal various aspects of social ve-
haviour through their supply of examples and counter-examples. Sociolinguis-
tic is a study of language in relation to social factor. This is the descriptive
study of the effect of any and all aspects of society, including cultural norms,
expectations, and context, on the way language is used, and society’s effect on
language. It differs from sociology of language, which focuses on the effect of
language on society.' In the present context, scientific study of Sanskrit lan-
guage and ancient society is a call. Knowledge of Panini’s grammar is essential
for Sanskrit language. The name of Astadhyayi comes before us by saying the
grammar of Panini. Astadhyayi is a composition of aphorisms. It is very diffi-
cult to explain the meaning of aphorisms without the help of commentary text.
The enormous commentaries are available on this. They deal with different
perspectives of research and study. Kasika or Kasika-Vrtti is a ‘gloss’ whose
purpose is to precisely explain sitras (aphorisms) without leaving any doubt
in the minds of the readers. To illustrate the working of aphorisms of Panini’s

! https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociolinguistics
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Astadhyayi, the author of Kasika supply sociolinguistic data in the form of ex-
amples and counter examples.

Scope and Relevance of the Present study

Examples of Sanskrit grammatical text constitute a lively norms of
language-use which may be considered as one of its primary aspects. The
description of this aspect of language-use in society in relation to various facts
of social life tends to be interesting and the legitimate goal of sociolinguistic
investigation. It is taken for granted that the trimuni vyakarana samples
and records facts of society from the source of natural speech, though the
degree of natural character of speech is observed diminishing successively
among the three due to declining of social attitude towards Sanskrit language.
Coming unto the time of Jayaditya and Vamana, the natural speech might
be progressing rapidly towards a theoretical possibility. Still the historical
recording mainly of diachronic nature noticed in the Kasika Vrtti (KV) makes
it appropriate a text of sociolinguistic investigation. It will not be out of
place to prepare below a brief but relevant outline of the nature and necessity
of sociolinguistic investigation when Panini is claimed to be a sociolinguist
having the critical attitude of accurate recording of facts of the society in his
Astadhyayi.

Role of Examples for illustration of Paninian apho-
risms

Panini did not amplify this aphorism with any explanations or illus-
trations. Illustration is called that which makes the meaning of the apho-
risms heart-wrenching. Phrase, substance statement, compound, sentence plan;
prepositional solution and providing suitable examples are the fundamental
characteristics of the commentary.> According to Patafijali, it is not possible
to explain the Paninian aphorisms without examples and counter examples.?
In this connection, KV as a commentary text supply sufficient examples and
counter examples for the fulfillment of the goal of Sanskrit grammar. For the
purpose of example, collecting the words prevalent in the society is an impor-
tant contribution of KV to the field of research in Sanskrit.

padachedah padarthoktirvigraho vaakyayojana

Purvapaksasamadhanam vyakhyanam parica laksanam..
(Purusottamadevakrta-Bhasavrttih) (Introduction Section)

na kevalam carcapadani vyakhyanam — vrddhih at aij iti. ki tarhi? ‘udaharanam,

pratyudaharanam, vakyadhyaharah’ ityet samuditam vyakhyanam bhavati. (Pas-

pasanhikam of Mahabhasyam)
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Examples on agricultural practices in the society

Some words which are noticed in KV give idea about the harvesting
period of agriculture. These kinds of words are naturally used in the society.
The author of KV might have keen observation on that and have placed them
as example for the illustration of Paninian rules.

Tisthadguprabhrtini ca*
« tisthadgu - The time when the cows stand to be milked, i.e., milking time

after the sunset.

+ vahadgu - The time when the cows carry, or at the time when oxen are
yoked to carry load, i.e. autumn season

+ ayatigavam - The time when cattle return, i.e. dusk

+ khaleyavam - At the time when the barley is on the threshing floor, i.e.,
at barley-threshing time

+ khalebusam - The time of obtaining the threshing field, i.e. at the thresh-
ing time)

+ liunayavam - After the barley has been cut or after barley harvest
+ liuyamanayavam - When the barley is being harvested.

+ puitayavam - At the time of winnowing barley

+ piuiyamanayavam - At the time when barley is being winnowed

+ samhrtayavam - After the barley has been got in or collected. i.e., post-
harvesting time of barley crop

+ sarmhriyamanayavam - While the barley is being collected.
+ samhrtabusam - After the chaff has been got in or collected.

« samhriyamanabusam - While the chaff is being collected.

Determining the various periods in agricultural work, the mentioned
grammar example illuminates the ancient agricultural tradition. Panini era
India can be experienced in the present perspective from the point of view
of agricultural science. The placement of the popular words in the folk as a
grammar example shows the social consciousness of the author. Agriculture
was an integral tradition of the society, Panini Sastra also attests to this
fact. The VaiSya class of the society was skilled in agricultural work and in
commerce. The introduction of a scientific method about the agricultural

4 KaVr-3.1.17
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period can be obtained from the example given above. In social science, we
can place this fact in such a way that it gives a sense of value to an agricultural
life. This proves that Sanskrit grammatical example is important even for the
modern social research world. Along with grammar knowledge, the basis of
social knowledge is also an introduction to sociolinguistics through Panini’s
grammatical example.

Examples on Social Etiquette

Etiquette are those importance linguistic expressions observed to have
been a set of norms in any linguistic community. Hence they are to be studied
from sociolinguistic perspective. Some Etiquette may be defined as a system of
conventional rules controlling social or professional behavior.> The following
example can be given of how the Brahman and Sidra caste behave in one
place in the society. While providing an introduction to the social system, the
authors also fulfill the goal of grammar.

Karakarhanam cakaratve saptami vaktavya*

In the following example, Brahman has been given more importance in
the society than Sidra.

Sans : daridresvasinesu rddha bhurijate.
Eng : The poor sit and the rich eat
Sans : brsalesvasinesu brahmanastaranti.
Eng : Sidras sit and Brahmans cross

Tadviparyase ca saptami vaktavya’

In the following example, Siidra has been given more importance in the
society than Brahman.

Sans : rddhesvasinesu daridra bhufijate.
Eng : The rich sit and the poor eat.
Sans : brahmanesvasinesu brsalastaranti
Eng : Brahmans sit and Siidras cross.

In the social system, it was strictly forbidden for Brahmans and Sidras
to bath and eat food together, and cross the river in a boat. The modern social
system does not accept this tradition. The ancient social system appears to
have changed in the modern period. But it cannot be a mistake to take the

See Encyclopedia Britanica, William Benton, London Chicago, Vol.8(1768) p.795.
Maha.- Varttika 4, Ka.Vr.- 2.3.36
Maha.- Varttika 5, Ka.Vr.- 2.3.36
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above example from the point of view of grammar rule. The study of society,
language and grammar is the call of modern language exploration.

Avyaya’yathabhipretakhyane kriiah ktvanamulau®

There was a system in the society to speak the praiseworthy thing in a
high voice and the condemned news in the lower voice.

brahmana! putraste jatah, kira tarhi brsala! nicaih krtyacakse. uc-
cairnama priyamakhyeyam.

O Brahman! Your son is born, so oh low one! Why say it softly? Joyful
thing should be said aloud.

brahmana! kanya te garbhini, kim tarhi brsaloccaih krtyacakse. ni-
cairnamapriyamakhyeyam.

O Brahman! Your daughter has become pregnant, so oh low one! Why
is saying this in a loud voice, the unpleasant incident should be said slowly.

If such a statement appears as it is not favored. The use of such narrative
in Sanskrit at the social level gives an introduction to the immediate social
situation. Fulfilling the purpose of grammar, in this way, an example also gives
that identity to an ancient social science.

Varnanamanupirvyena piurvanipatah - brahmana-
ksatriyavitsudral’®

There is a pre-discipline from the order of birth, the meaning of the
present grammar rule is. The same point is supported in Vedic literature also.

mukhato brahmanamasrjadvahubhyam
rajanyamiirubhyam vaisyam padbhyar siidram.®

Brahma, the creator gave birth to a Brahman from his mouth, a Ksatriya
from his arms, a Vai$ya from his thigh and a Sudra from his feet. The Ksatriya
was the protector and hero of the nation for being born from the arms of the cre-
ator.”! Sanskrit grammar rules have been adopted on the basis of the prevailing
caste system in the society.

KaVr.- 3.4.59

o Maha.- varttika-6, Ka.Vr.- 2.3.34

Rg.-10.97

ksatriyo manusyanam Suratamah (KaVr.- 2.2.10)
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Kanyaya sokah"

In the world, the person who is capable of means of fruit is called the
cause. The example cited here “kanyaya Sokah (mourning by girl)” is a social
example. This example further indicates that even at that time the birth of a girl
was mournful. Most of the time, even in the progressive era, there is a similar
perception. Dowry etc. has to be given in the marriage of a girl, while dowry is
received in the marriage of a son. Apart from this, the lineage also runs from the
son. That is why the happiness that is celebrated on the birth of a son is not on
the birth of a girl. Somewhere the family becomes really sad due to having more
girls. All these ideas are coming from the time when the place of woman was
considered secondary than that of man. It was a curse for the women. Now
slowly it is getting changed which was not so in the Vedic period. From the
point of view of sociolinguistics, this example can be considered meaningful.

Examples on social play and livelihood

The introduction of various sports and livelihoods prevalent in the soci-
ety is given through the example of grammar.”® The name of the famous liveli-
hood and sports in the society has come into the language practice and has been
placed in the grammar example.

Social Plays
Sports were a part of the society. People used to participate in the above
mentioned sports for fun. To get the prevailing sports relation fact in the society

in the form of Sanskrit grammatical example may have the study of sociolin-
guistic.

Social Plays Description KV

uddalakapuspabharijika | breaking Uddalaka flowers’, a sort of game
(played by people in the eastern districts),

varanapuspapracayika | breaking varanaflowers’, a sort of game
(played by people in the eastern districts),

o - - > pracarm kridayam
Salabhanjika an image or figure made of Sal wood, (6274)
akind of game played in the east of India, -

Talabhanjika gathering of the palm plant’, a kind of game
(Played by people in the eastern districts) .

Jivaputrapracayika gathering of the Jiva-putra plant’, a kind of game
(played by people in the northern districts)

12 hetau - KaVr.- 2.3.23

B3 nityam kridajivikayoh (KaVr.- 2.2.17)
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Livelihood

Some people still paint and write their names on hands, feet and arms
etc. This is called the art of drawing on the body parts. Similar actions are also
possible in the case of teeth and nails. Some people used to live in the society
considering the art of painting on the body as their livelihood. In language
practice, the name of that art and livelihood had come in the form of an example
of grammar. Such kind of examples plays an important role in social studies
as well as language study. From the point of view of sociolinguistics also the

importance of the example remains the same.

Livelihood

Description

KV

dantalekhakah

Teeth Painter: A person who paint
on the teeth is called dantalekhakah
in Sanskrit

nakhalekhakah

Nail Painter: A person who paint on
the nail is called nakhalekhakah in
Sanskrit.

ake jivikarthe
(6.2.73)

tantuvayah

Weaver: A person who lives by

weaving cloth is called tantuvayah in
Sanskrit.

Hvavamasca
(3.2.2)

ayaskarah

Blacksmith: A person whose job is to
make and repair things made of ron
is called ayaskarah in Sanskrit.

silpini cakrnah

(6.2.76)

kumbhakarah

Potter: A person who makes pot ona
wheel is called kumbhakarah in
Sanskrit. The potter is a skilled
craftsperson who manufactures and
sells ceramics such as pots, cups,
vases, and bowls.

Karmnyan (3.2.1),
Silpini cakriiah
(6.2.76)

rathakarah

Chariot designer: A person who
designs Chariot is called rathakarah
in Sanskrit.

Samjnayanca

(6.2.77)

Examples on Social Condemnation

For those who do not follow the right path in the society, some words
have become an example of grammar by coming into language practice.

adhitya snatva ca gurubhirnujfiatena khatvarodhavya.
ya idanimto’nyatha karoti sa ucyate — khatvaridho’yar jalmah..””

14 khatva ksepe (Ka.Vr.- 2.1.26)

> Maha, 2.1.25
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Its meaning is that after completing one’s study of a celibate, after taking
a part-bath of the convocation, one should enter the householder’s asram and
then sleep on the khatva. It is said in Smrti (Law Book) etc. On the contrary, by
doing this behavior, leaving Bhumisayana (sleeping on the ground) and doing
Khatvarohana (sleeping on the bed), for that it is used. It’s like an idiom. Id-
iomatically, it means that a pupil who takes luxury of householder by sleeping
on a cot. The asramadharma or educational laws in ancient India permit the
marriage of a person only when he is declared a snataka, whose final bathing in
the samavartana (Convocation) ceremony has been duly performed and there-
after who has been allowed by his teacher to pursue garhasthya (household)
life.® This seems to be condemned. Even today, there is an example of migra-
tion from school education in the society, but there should not be a need for
social condemnation for that. In ancient times, this type of language behavior
of the education system is reflected through the examples of Sanskrit grammar.
Some of the condemned words in the society were related to the Family, Caste
system and Studentship the example of which are found in KV."” The awareness
and commitment of the ancient Indian society appears to be yielding from these
examples.

Janghavatsyah

In reverence etc., only the people of Vatsa Gotra are worshiped. One,
who, despite not being a Vatsagotriya, claims to be Vatsya for the same purpose,
has been condemned as Jangavatsya. Something due (gold money etc.) received
by conduct is called Janghadan. The Vatsya which is created by giving it is
condemned.

Kambalacarayaniyah,  ghrtaraudhiyah, kumari-
daksah, odanapaniniyah

The example “bhiksamanavah” means “a pupil who is attracted to go
to school only for the benifit of free boarding. The pupils who were join-
ing the school of Charayana having no intention of study but for obtaining
blankets were designated as “kambalacarayaniyah”. Similarly, ghrtaraudhiyah,
kumaridaksah, odanapaniniyah are terms used for the unworthy pupils who
were joining the orders of Raudhi, Daksa and Panini only for the worldly ad-
vantages of butter, girls and rice respectively. These actions are highly con-
demnable and are the instances of breach of educational thought. Thinking
positively about these exmples, probably the Paninian institutions had grown
resourceful to the extent of providing subsistence and comfort to the pupils
which was a source of attraction.

16 Dash, R.M., Idioms in Kasika, p.493

7 gotrantevasimanavabrahmanesu, (Ka.Vr. 6.2.69)
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Examples on dialectal variations

Further, to justify Panini’s concern for dialectal variations, it must not
be forgotten that Sanskrit was the means of communication in the ordinary us-
ages during Panini’s time and naturally, therefore, Panini has accepted his own
contemporary Sanskrit as the basis of his grammar, which he calls bhasa, the
colloquial form of his speech. He mentions regional variations too referring to
northern dialect as udicya and the eastern dialect as pracam. Depending upon
different social roles, the speaker consciously or unconsciously effects varia-
tions and these are closely observed by Panini. The following table represents
some examples collected in KV on dialect variant as collected from the then
society.

udica bhasa pracya bhasa KV

(northern dialect) (eastern dialect)

alam rodanen alam krtva, khalu krtva, | 3.4.18
alam bale ruditva

apamitya ydcate, apamitya 3.4.19

harati

gargi, vatst gargyayani, vatsyayani | 4.1.17

karisenih, harisenih, laksanih, 4.1.153

tantuvayih, kaumbhakarih

glaucukih glucukayanih, ahacum- | 4.1.160
bakayanih

Saivapuram, mandavapuram Mathuram 4.2.109

datramitriyah pataliputrakah, aika- | 4.2.123
cakrakah

katanagariyam, kataghosiyam 4.2.139

Jjivaputrapracayika uddalakapuspabhanjika, | 6.2.74

viranapuspapracayika,
salabharijika, talab-

harijika
matarapitarau matapitarau 6.3.32
madranagarah sauhanagarah, 7.3.24
paundranagarah
vartika vartaka 7.3.45
ibhyaka ibhyika 7.3.46
ksatriyaka ksatriyika 7.3.46
catakaka catakika 7.3.46
musikaka musikika 7.3.46
bhastraka bhastrika 7.3.47
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esaka esika 7.3.47
ajaka ajika 7.3.47
khatvaka khatvika 7.3.48

Only a Sanskrit speaker can understand the words oriental and northern
from the above examples. Yet the language that illuminates the diversity well is
no doubt. Panini also takes into account various usages pertaining to different
provinces like Gandhara, Bharata, Suvira, Vahika, USinara, Kuru, Madra and
Trigarta. This difference is reflected in linguistic behavior, it can be studied
from the above examples of KV. The language used in northern and eastern
zone of India has been analyzed in the Sanskrit grammar.

Discussion

Sociolinguistics throws light on how language functions in society.
The way we talk to different people in different situations is different. The
way we use language in different social contexts provides a lot of information
about both how language works and the social relationships in a community.
It also throws light on the way people indicate their social identity through
their language. Presenting the word prevalent in the society as a grammatical
example shows the greatness of the author of KV. The examples that determine
the ancient agricultural period also introduce the economic condition of the
ancient society. Some Examples indicate social etiquette cited in KV, through
light on language usage in various situations. Examples on prevailing caste
system in the society may be a source of further sociolinguistic investigation.
From the point of view of sociolinguistics, the example ‘kanya $okah’ may
not be justified for the present day society. This kind of examples may fulfill
the goal of illustration of Panini’s particular aphorism. In the later period,
the famous Sanskrit grammarian Bhattoji diksita provided different example
in his Vrtti (gloss) ‘Siddhantakaumudi’ to avoid the gender discrimination
in the society.'® Examples on social play and livelihood can be considered a
component of Sociolinguistics. Giving place to social behavior in grammar has
been an important contribution of a grammarian towards linguistics. Social
words with condemnation as Grammatical Example are really encouraging to
study Sanskrit grammar. Examples on dialect variations are also a significant
contribution of KV as grammatical literature to the field of sociolinguistic
research. Knowledge about the behavior of Sanskrit language and the then
social system remains important in today’s era. Without the knowledge of
Indian social culture, the progress of the nation is incomplete. Moreover,

18 dandena ghatah, punyen drsto harih, adhyayanena vasati - hetau, Si.kau., - 569
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Sanskrit may be placed for the purpose of research as Modern Indian language
(M.LL.) at various academic levels.

Concluding Remarks

A linguistic behavior of the then social stage is available in Sanskrit
grammatical literature, which is an important topic of research. Awareness of
Sanskrit grammar may be created through the knowledge of the then society.
Knowledge of grammar may bring simplicity in Sanskrit language practice.
Students may increase their interest in Sanskrit by knowing encouraging
grammatical examples collected in KV. Sanskrit is the divine ancient language
of Indian society; it is worth considering the number of speakers of Sanskrit
language in the world. Foreign people are studying Sanskrit language, so
why are we Indians so behind? The importance of Sanskrit language from
the point of view of Indians, the western countries are experiencing more.
As a resourceful language, Sanskrit may also help to learn other language,
society and culture. As we know, all our major Indian Languages abound in
vocabulary directly drawn or derived from Sanskrit. It is remarkable that we
find many of them prevalent also in foreign languages. Although a meticulous
study would be more informative, a brief discussion only is presented through
this paper by way of illustration.

Abbreviations

1. KaVr. - Kasika Vrtti.

2. Maha. - Mahabhasya

3. Rg-Rgveda

4. Sikau. - Siddhantakaumudi
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The Triad of Learning Strategy Based on

Bhagavad Gita: A Conceptual Framework

Mangesh Pandey and Balaram Pradhan
Abstract

The article presents a learning strategy model based on the three princi-
ples of the Bhagavad Gita (surrender, inquiry, and service). Further, describing
the three-fold process comprising components of prerequisite skills, method of as-
sessment, and instructions, and the three categories of learners (basic, intermedi-
ate, and advanced) following three levels of learning and outcomes (surface-level
learning, deep-level learning, and internalization) based on skill, inquiry, reflec-
tion, and rigor of learning in a conducive and harmonious learning environment.
The learning cycle is complete only after the internalization of the explicit knowl-
edge. Further, the internalized knowledge should be applied and tested in different
settings. The article comprises interpretations of the scholarly works of commen-
tators from the eighth century to the present time. The model can either be tested
in whole or parts based on the subject matter, pre-defined learning outcomes, and
requirements of the current time. The article concludes with a summary of an
all-inclusive and holistic learning method.

(Keywords : Learning strategy, Bhagavad Gita, Learning, Knowledge,
Stages of Learning)

1. Introduction

Knowledge is the outcome of a systematic process of knowing by incor-
porating three-fold conditions of truth, belief, and justification coupled with
overcoming epistemic limitations and error elimination (Bolisani & Bratianu,
2018; Oeberst et al., 2016). Human knowledge in a state of flux continually
grows and evolves with an implication of human beings possessing the ability
to adapt, survive and evolve through efficient knowledge acquisition (de Arruda
et al,, 2017). Knowledge and its application direct the course of the individual
and social systems, signifying the importance of developing methodologies elu-
cidating the process of acquiring knowledge through various learning strategies
(Kendal et al., 2018; Nook et al.,, 2017). The internal necessity to attain knowl-
edge is created by the gaps identified in the cause and effect loops, fulfilled
through thought experiments stimulating an inquiry, educational methods ad-
dressing various learning issues, and the application of technologies for collab-
orative learning (Chen et al., 2018; Green, 2017).

The spectrum of learning strategies developed and experimented with
in the past century range from behaviorism to cognitive theories of learning
with the inclusion of social and emotional learning and learning strategies for
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the whole learner paving the way for the learner-centered approach and holis-
tic learning (McCombs, 2017; Pritchard, 2017). Furthermore, learning strate-
gies based on the skills such as metacognitive knowledge, motivational belief,
resource management, and cognitive engagement strategies are experimented
with and applied to the learning process and knowledge acquisition (Antho-
nysamy et al., 2020). The advent of various learning strategies in the past
decades finds its origin in the observation and understanding of the educators
that each individual learns and progresses in different ways based on the limi-
tations and variations in the traits such as cognition, self-efficacy, physical and
social requirements (Florian, 2017; Hatala et al., 2019; Hayat et al., 2020). Sim-
ilarly, a review based on forty-three empirical studies identifies the drawbacks
of traditional and inquiry-based learning that fail to meet the current educa-
tional expectations of developing the knowledge and skills of the learners (Kha-
laf & Zin, 2018). Consequently, completing the learning cycle for each learner
would be cumbersome by applying a single learning strategy, and the demand
for blended learning by educators and policymakers to enhance the learning
outcomes and sustainable development in the present time is on the rise (Teo,
2019; Yaiiez et al., 2019). Therefore, a universal and holistic learning strategy
that develops the learner’s overall personality for effective and comprehensive
learning is the need of the time (Ehlers, 2017; Wals & Benavot, 2017).

The concept of holistic learning includes the development of the learner
in every aspect to perform and progress in different life situations, where aca-
demic performance would be one such important factor in the formative years
to acquire knowledge and skills for the betterment of future life courses (Lau-
ricella & MacAskill, 2015). The solutions to offer new learning models or over-
come the limitations in the existing learning framework are achieved by re-
peatedly experimenting with new inputs and drawing knowledge from multi-
ple sources. One such important source of knowledge are the ancient scrip-
tures, and many philosophers, thinkers, and scientists revisit the scriptures to
seek answers and solutions for existing problems (Bhawuk, 2020; Sharma, 2017;
Srivastava et al., 2021). The knowledge found in the scriptures, though under-
stood, inferred, and discussed by the subject experts is yet to be fully explored
to develop learning models and strategies and experimented with in different
settings either to develop a new strategy or to overcome the limitations and fill
in the gaps of existing frameworks.

The present article proposes the concept of a learning strategy from
the Bhagavad Gita, an ancient and sacred Indian text presented as the dialogue
between SriKrsna and Arjuna. The text indicates a methodology of knowledge
acquisition based on the responses given to the inquirer. The questions aris-
ing in Arjuna’s mind find their roots deep in the experience of ignorance, self-
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doubt, and non-acceptance. The justifications offered by SriKrsna deliver time-
less wisdom and principles of universal significance (Dhiman, 2019a; Rampal et
al., 2022b). The search of previous literature results in the studies based on the
teachings and implications of Bhagavad Gita in the field of leadership, busi-
ness management, economics, coping strategies, learning environment, psy-
chotherapy, and other relevant areas significant for various aspects of human
development (Dabas & Singh, 2018; Kalra et al., 2018; Keshavan, 2020; Ram-
pal et al., 2022; Simpson & e Cunha, 2021). Nonetheless, the principle indi-
cating the method of knowledge acquisition and learning strategy mentioned
in the Bhagavad Gita integrated with personality traits and pre-requisite skills
of the learner, processes of assessment, evaluation, learning, guided inquiry,
source of knowledge, and learning outcomes remain unexplored. The article
analyses the thirty-fourth verse (Sloka) of the fourth chapter known as Tran-
scendental Knowledge (Jfiana Yoga) to formulate the conceptual framework of
the learning strategy.

2. Methodology

To address the research question: Can a conceptual framework of a
learning strategy based on the principle of the Bhagavad Gita be formulated
for it to be applicable for the learners in the present time? Commentaries and
translations of Bhagavad Gita written by 13 scholars (Acaryas) from different
periods referred to infer and understand the meaning of the Sloka (4.34).

tadviddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jianar jiianinastattvadarsinah..4.34..

Know that through prostration, inquiry and service. The wise ones who
have realized the Truth will impart the Knowledge to you (Sanikaracarya, 2018,
pg. 172). The verse indicates the core principle of learning and acquiring knowl-
edge. The commentaries written in Sanskrit are considered the primary source
of the Bhagavad Gita. The secondary sources included translations of the orig-
inal Sanskrit work in various Indian and English languages written by compe-
tent and contemporary scholars from the medieval period till recent times are
included in the present study. The study is a literary review that followed the ex-
traction of qualitative data from the inferences made by the scholars (Acaryas).
The qualitative data extracted from the commentaries were analyzed and com-
piled to synthesize the learning strategy and conceptual framework.

3. Conceptual Framework

The keywords mentioned in Sloka (4.34) are Surrender, Inquiry, and Ser-
vice. The instruction given by SriKrsna is about the process or method to attain
transcendental knowledge (Para Vidya). The learning method begins with the
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input of prerequisite skills and the quality of the inquiry. The intermediary pro-
cess is the assessment of the learner followed by the instructions given by the
teacher. Based on the evaluation done by the preceptor, learners are catego-
rized depending upon the quality of the inquiries and the length of time taken
by the learner to complete the learning cycle. The output is the completion
of the learning cycle when knowledge transfer is followed by the internaliza-
tion of the external knowledge, and creation of new knowledge to be applied in
different settings. Based on the categories of the learner, the learning process
varies from surface level learning for the basic learner, deep level learning for
the intermediate learner, and internalization of the knowledge for the advanced
learners (figure 8.1). SriKrsna instructs Arjuna to attain knowledge through the
three-fold process of Surrender, Inquiry, and Service. In the following section
the primary keywords are discussed with respect to ancient and modern con-

text. .
Sri Krsna instructs Arjuna to attain knowledge through the three-fold

process of Surrender, Inquiry, and Service. In the following section the primary
keywords are discussed with respect to ancient and modern context.

3.1 Surrender

Surrender is the process of personality integration through the ability
to grow by giving up resistance to seek guidance, overcoming the limitations,
and transcending the ego, and experiencing as a gesture, expression, attitude,
and humility at physical, verbal, mental, and intellectual levels, respectively
(Freimann & Mayseless, 2020). A quality required by a learner to identify one’s
potential to transform individual limitations into opportunities for natural pro-
gression to achieve personal and collective development (Moze, 2018). Humility
is awareness of self-limitations, appreciation of others, openness to criticism,
and knowing that something is greater than the self (Porter et al., 2021a). Fur-
thermore, it promotes openness to opposing views and the right attitude to deal
with others by reducing the ego for acceptable social behavior and positively
influences the factors of learning and social behaviors (Krumrei-Mancuso et al.,
2020).

3.2 Inquiry

The method of Inquiry is a time-proven procedure to acquire knowledge,
and gaining knowledge through inquiry by error elimination was defined as the
primary aim of education by the Greek philosopher Socrates (Kohan & Costa-
Carvalho, 2019). Following the method of inquiry to know the truth and other
profound inquiries are known through the voluminous works of the ancient In-
dian texts of Upanisads (Dura, 2018, p. 89-94). The ancient Indian knowledge
system is categorized under Apara-Vidya, a knowledge system to understand
the creation and different systems to achieve sustained growth and harmony
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in the multi-layered social systems (Scharfe, 2002, p. 52). The second is the
knowledge of transcendence or Para-Vidya, it promotes the study of the body-
mind complex and the source of all possible knowledge (Woiwode, 2020). In
both categories, knowledge acquisition is through a process, a construct known
as Inquiry (Sankaracarya, 1960, p. 5). Inquiry, directed at the self, domain
experts, or verifying the validated evidence, supports higher-order thinking
creating ideas and solutions, and further creates an opportunity for exploring
new knowledge (Darling-Hammond et al., 2020). Inquiry-based learning either
open, or guided, or discussion based is a student-centric learning strategy that
ensures skill development to be independent learners and owning the respon-
sibility for the learning outcomes (Kang & Keinonen, 2018). Previous evidence
shows inquiry-based learning in moderation is positively correlated with emo-
tional intelligence (Riyanto & Betaubun, 2019), intellectual abilities (van Schijn-
del et al., 2018), satisfaction, and academic performance and further deepens the
learning process and also enhances the effectiveness of instructions and evalu-
ation (Teig et al., 2018).

3.3 Service

Service to the teacher implies a sense of duty towards learning. A learner
should cultivate an attitude of service by practicing and consolidating knowl-
edge and skills. Learning and knowledge acquisition as a sense of duty of the
learner makes it paramount in the formation of a learning strategy, which moti-
vates the learners to take responsibility for their learning, evaluating processes,
and achievements (Ayish & Deveci, 2019; Besant & Das, 1905). A sense of
duty deepens the responsibility and ownership of the delivered tasks, and the
learner’s responsibility toward society is to learn and acquire knowledge and
influence the course of learning outcomes (Connolly et al., 2019). Supporting
the learners to develop a sense of service toward learning enables them to de-
cide on different phases of inquiry and become responsible for their decisions,
which teaches them to be persistent in their pursuits for sustainable learning
(Kazlauskiené et al., 2021). Subsequently, learners develop a sense of satisfac-
tion and belonging with the learning environment, inspiration for innovation
and entrepreneurship mediated with discrete decisions to overcome the limi-
tations of lack of motivation in both the learner and the teacher (Zhang et al.,
2020) (Saglam & Kaplanci, 2018).

4. Prerequisite skills
4.1 Competence

The competence required by learners to adapt to a new learning envi-
ronment, acquire superior knowledge, preparedness for optimum knowledge
transfer, and refinement of instructional strategies and content are prior pro-
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cedural knowledge, enables learners to apply knowledge in various conditions
to solve the problem and such skills are of the higher-order cognitive skills

(Anandagiri, 1921; Chalkiadaki, 2018).
4.2 Physical and mental health

Physical health and mental abilities ensure the learner tirelessly works
toward achieving knowledge and learning objectives (Sarkaracarya, 1977, p.
148-149). Regular physical activity improves cognition, self-esteem, brain struc-
ture, and functions responsible for task performance (McPherson et al., 2018).
There is a significant positive relationship between physical activity and learn-
ing outcomes, and balanced physical and mental health is a pre-requisite to
progress in learning (Watson et al., 2017).

4.3 Temperament

A learner’s personality related attributes, especially temperament, are
the behavior a learner interacts with the environment and is the significant
predictor of learning (Ramanujacarya, 2008, p. 163). It includes the behavioral
style, reactivity, self-regulation, task orientation, and effortful control (Méller
et al,, 2020). Furthermore, the findings of a meta-analysis confirm a positive
association between effortful control and learning performance and a converse
association with negative affectivity (Nasvytiené & Lazdauskas, 2021).

4.4 Devotion

Devotion (Abhinavgupta, 1985, p. 80), is the psycho-spiritual experience,
positively influencing the emotional regulation, creativity, and non-judgmental
attitude of a person (Valle & Floyd, 2017) and thereby reinforcing the sense of
duty and dedication toward the learning process (Nkhoma et al., 2017). Irre-
spective of the doctrines or beliefs, religious beliefs positively impact the pre-
dictors of learning by enhancing moral values, positive behavior, and protecting
against delinquent behaviors (J. Kim, 2015).

4.5 Will and self-determination

The qualities of will and self-determination include decision-making,
self-awareness, and goal-settings (Shogren et al., 2015). Self-assessment is in-
trospection, understanding one’s thought, actions, and consequences (Andrade,
2019). Thereby improving self-regulated learning and defining the future learn-
ing curve for deeper understanding (Duque Mican & Cuesta Medina, 2017;
Wang, 2017). The will to attain knowledge ensures readiness of the learner
and self-determination is the constant motivating factor to work toward the
objective (Anandagiri, 1921, p. 145-146; Jianesvar, 1994, p. 101).
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4.6 Teaching-learning environment

Education integrated with the art of peaceful learning in a harmonious
environment is a part of a global education agenda (Rappleye et al., 2020). Fur-
thermore, it is a fundamental human goal with increasing demands in many
countries, wherein human development and achieving a state of happiness
through holistic learning (Marquez & Main, 2021). The concept of peace in-
cludes happiness, social harmony, freedom of expression, and opportunity
for personal growth (Gian et al., 2021). The purpose of human development
through holistic learning is possible in a harmonious teaching-learning envi-
ronment (Cinmayananda, 1976, p. 321-324). The responsibility of educators
across the globe is to create a learning environment ensuring an experience of
satisfaction, a sense of security, and belonging (Calp, 2020).

5. Instruments of learning

Senses play a role in channeling information, knowledge acquisition, and
knowledge transfer (Abhinavgupta, 1985, p. 80). It is the mediating factor be-
tween body-mind and subject-object relations (Thyssen & Grosvenor, 2019).
Multi-sensory learning is through the pathway of senses, and multi-sensory
convergence zones in the brain are evident from previous studies (Spence,
2018). Learning and retention improve by using sensory stimulation applica-
tions such as auditory, audio-visual, and visual imaging inputs for learning
concepts of mathematics, science, grammar, language, and understanding al-
gorithms (Crittenden et al., 2019). Abilities to learn from prior knowledge and
adapt to situations and environments integrated with cognitive functions, rea-
soning, problem-solving, and information processing is intelligence. The role
and importance of intelligence in learning and knowledge processing include
primary factors along with other prerequisites, based upon which the learners
are of the superior, mediocre, and inferior quality types of learners (Cinmaya-
nanda, 1976, p. 321-324; Ramsukhdas, 1985, p. 338-340). Intellectual functions
are structurally defined in a hierarchy and learning enables the metamorphosis
of mental organization, representations, and expressions of knowledge, result-
ing in perpetual learning experiences (Sternberg, 2019).

6. Qualities of a teacher

Teachers are one of the primary sources of knowledge transmission in
the traditional teaching-learning system apart from validated knowledge sys-
tems. The method of reasoning and distinction between true and false knowl-
edge is key to knowledge acquisition (Abhinavgupta, 1985, p. 80; Bengali,
1950, p. 133-136; Madhusudana, 1936, p. 231). Responsibilities to complete
the learning cycle, encouraging learners to think critically, develop curiosity,
create a learning environment, and enable learning academic achievement are
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integral to the qualities of a teacher (Kim et al., 2019). Furthermore, a teacher
should know various teaching methodologies and take up challenges to fulfill
the teaching responsibilities, and qualities like empathy, enthusiasm, helpful-
ness, and tolerance are important for delivering teaching and imparting knowl-
edge (Ilaltdinova et al., 2018).

7. Assessment of the learner

Assessment of the learner is an essential criterion of the educational pro-
cess. In the traditional method, the teacher assessed the learner based on intel-
lectual maturity, preparedness, quality, and depth of inquiry. Post assessment,
the teacher imparted direct instructions for further learning. The nature of in-
quiry and quality of the questions project the depth of prior knowledge and
further unfold the learner’s intellectual development. Based on these qualities,
learners are tested and evaluated (Anandagiri, 1921, p. 145-146; Cinmayananda,
1976, p. 321-324). The present education system follows an evaluation process
through self-assessment, peer assessment, and objective testing implemented
for better education planning. Identifying the methods that may positively im-
pact learning outcomes and implementing the correct method to assess perfor-
mance outcomes based on prior knowledge (Loépez-Pastor & Sicilia-Camacho,
2017; Rawlusyk, 2018).

8. Learning process

Internalization of the explicit knowledge to be applicable in different set-
tings is attained through the learning process with an attitude of service (Ab-
hinavgupta, 1985, p. 80). The process implies the transformation of the learner
through knowledge transfer and instilling it as implicit knowledge (Deng, 2020).
The internalization of knowledge after critical thinking, reflection, crystal-
lization, and problem-solving creates new knowledge (Chang, 2019; Richards,
2014). Moreover, cognitive mechanisms such as knowledge structuring, men-
tal representations, proficiency, automaticity, and meta-cognition practiced for
a prolonged time enable the process of transforming explicit knowledge into
implicit knowledge (Wipawayangkool & Teng, 2016). Furthermore, the pro-
cess and learner are categorized based on the pre-requisite skills, pre-acquired
knowledge, and the time taken to complete the learning cycle. It includes the
sub-processes of developing learning skills to acquire knowledge for the inferior
types of learners. The knowledge transfer after channelization of information,
phases of reflection, and practice of inquiry for deep-level understanding are
for the intermediate learners. The advanced learners gain direct and intuitive
insights and internalization of knowledge for further application (Ramsukhdas,
1985, p. 338-340).
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9. Learning outcomes

Based on the inquiry, the learner is guided through the process in
the right direction by the focused instructions imparted by the teacher and
specified in the various validated knowledge systems with layered outcomes
defined as basic understanding or surface level learning, correct perception of
information followed by reflection on the knowledge acquired in stages, and
practice of knowledge for in-depth understanding finally internalization of
the explicit knowledge for application (Jianesvar, 1994, p. 101; Madhusudana,
1936, p. 231; Ramsukhdas, 1985, p. 338-340). The learning cycle is complete
with well-executed sub-processes and the fulfilment of the predefined learning
objectives. It defines the quality of knowledge acquired by the learner and the
ease with which the acquired knowledge is applicable in different settings. The
decision on teaching-learning methods and evaluation process are dependent
on the learning outcomes (Harris & Clayton, 2019). Similarly, the results of any
learning process make the learner aware of the intermediate achievements,
and the learner does not deviate from the targets of learning (Cinmayananda,
1976, p. 321-324).

10. Summary

The learning strategy based on the principle of Bhagavad Gita comprises
the source and the recipient of the knowledge as integral participants. Pre-
requisite skills and pre-acquired knowledge are the primary criteria to enhance
and deepen learning, and the method of inquiry is significant to the learning
process. Instructions based on the assessment, categorization of the learners,
and learning outcomes embedded in a harmonious teaching-learning environ-
ment are integral factors that structure the entire learning strategy. The source
of knowledge could either be a qualified teacher with complete knowledge in
both theoretical and practical aspects of the domain or a validated system and
process with defined learning outcomes and the learner as the seeker of the
knowledge possessing pre-acquired skills and pre-acquired knowledge in vary-
ing degrees. Further, based on the quality of the inquiry, assessment, and evalu-
ation done by the teacher, learners are segregated into three defined categories
of basic, intermediate, and advanced learners.

The learning process differs according to the type of learner. The instruc-
tions imparted to educate and time to transfer the knowledge varies. The basic
learner with underdeveloped skills undergoes rigorous training to develop the
necessary skills and keen perception to acquire knowledge. The basic learner
should refer to already existing evidence to enhance the knowledge base. The
time loop of the basic learner is much more than the other two types of learners.
The learning outcome for the basic type learner is at the surface level implying
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superficial understanding confined to recalling information stored in the mem-
ory. For the intermediate learner, the inquiry loop consists of sub-processes of
perception of information using multi-sensory organs or instruments of learn-
ing, the phase where reflection or contemplation on the acquired knowledge
happens at different stages. In this stage, the actual learning and understanding
transpire. The final aspect is the practice and consolidation of the knowledge to
gain in-depth insight. The crystallization of knowledge and knowledge trans-
fer is possible after information processing and multiple phases of reflection
and contemplation. Thus, consolidation of surface-level knowledge leads to a
deeper understanding of the knowledge or plausible deep-level learning before
being tested in a real-life situation. In this case, the inquiry and instruction loop
takes less time when compared to the basic learners.

Among the three types of learners, the advanced learners, with devel-
oped skills and optimum knowledge acquire higher knowledge effortlessly by
following the instructions. The process of knowledge transfer, consolidation of
knowledge at a deeper level, and internalization of explicit knowledge happens
in minimum loops of inquiry and instructions. The learning cycle is complete
after the internalization, followed by knowledge application in different set-
tings for it to be sustainable in the long term. Furthermore, the three distinct
learning processes allow the learner to graduate from basic learner to intermedi-
ate and finally in the advanced category depending on the skills developed and
knowledge acquired for further learning. Although the instruction imparted
by Sri Krsna is to realize transcendental knowledge, the methodology should
be applied and tested in varying age groups across demography for knowledge
acquisition in various domains.

Conclusively, the learning strategy is holistic learning in a harmo-
nious teaching-learning environment. The pre-requisite and foundational
qualities of the learner are clearly defined and based on recent findings,
and these fundamental qualities will enhance learning skills. Furthermore,
inquiry-based learning ensures gradual internalization of knowledge, allowing
the learner to progress in stages to become an adept learner and utilize the
knowledge system for multiple applications. Nonetheless, the entire process
with its constructs should be tested and empirically verified by developing
a comprehensive model and incorporating it into the present education
system for further testing and validation. Although the instruction imparted
by Sri Krsna is to realize transcendental knowledge, the methodology and
working principles should be tested in varying age groups across demography
for knowledge acquisition in various domains. The conceptual framework
developed, referring to the interpretations of important scholarly work,
though limited in number compared to the volume of works interpreting the
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essence and teachings of Bhagavad Gita. The model can be enhanced and
improved by including the process and functioning of the mental faculties like
cognition, intelligence, information processing, the role of identifications, and
the contribution toward new knowledge after the internalization of knowledge.
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“QTUNYWoT”’ Y & IR R Y&Hd Bl &l
QI B-G2ATH TR Y9

TGl 3G HEHE

HRIA

39 o1y 95 | griestt 09T g1 e "arolt Yuor AT Whd BaLe & agul 1Y
& TR TR LY BaARA IR G&Hd B4l &bl YHTd TE T & 397 ° TaY dfed amer
e T T 2 | 3HE T wield 2N B Sind, dfed, T vd @Y 9T % B
ATt BraRA g 8R Uihd B-Sed 3 fbd=T 9y 3ad & U4 3 & BaRd &
TR AT TR YHTE 37T TIHRT HIWI3 TR e € | I5hd & B-aeTA & Haw ok 01, &9
R %E fagml 3 s1u od yebe 6y & | 39 oty ust & mreay 8 guRT g Be e foaT yurdt
T & T8 S Uhe @ |

(PeTT : BELTE, FTul 0T, FERUT, YR, SIS, TS B R)

Y&TaAT

GTHd AT BT Beed G, fqaem 91, qeagul, aifthes gg ot & |
DT 31T B J & A BT ¢ % AR W i anfec, RI0T g9 wrie
arfec Hiaat § B¢ HI a1 Uael WH o1 | “AMag” | 5 T TERT § 8 T4
T IR g3 | T & T # foredt 1€ Shaprail & stamman sifdreier anfeed ua g €
o1 | 3gde, sEnfay, B foe, AL, ASHIT, BHA, S, dwaH,
arfeca anfe fafae o & 1 et v & v i<t € | Sepa o1 wa Bl @ gof &9
@ Frog o T & | 39 gl @ me u=di @1 f989% @ S e & SeETd g sifvetn
R 417 FEEr M # gem 8 | 3R 5 f9R &1 SrHIe @il Ue fau uftig sive
ofa faferan aggad 3 wer @ -

“Meter controls emotions in poetry. The creative process encompasses
four stages: observation, recollection, contemplation and imaginative excite-
1
ment”

Y WE ¥ BIAMHET ¥ A% BIA—< B 6w b B IHT a% 85 gd
TaTeRoT # Giferd &ed € |
I BT Ud Uighed ol "aqToiiyyor”

376 TH TIRY BT & Wi IRad U &2 o "aIoiyuor’ & Hiaad
GGl % 3TeR0T fob eI Uiafe & foaemT &2 & Bra-am & 99 varg &ed & |
English Prosody

+ Made up of three prosodic systems -

- Stress : operates at the level of the word
- Rhythm

! Wordsworth, William - https://estudent-corner.com/Williamwords-worth
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- Intonation : operates at the level of the phrase or whole utte-
rance

+ Stress : the relative prominence of a syllable.
+ Rhythm : patterns of stress in time.

+ Intonation : the pitch pattern of an utterance

T A3 § q& ¥ 9 S 9TV Sl 9gd TANT foedn St & | anewd
29 & AT FaER § ot Tg AT i 9Teis & Ary-9y Wigd gd St
2| 3Tl BT § qed ¥ @ "IeuR" (syllable) &1 Hewd & | depd 3 B §
UIYR & HTea™ & Y (1) T4 7 (T) BT 9T Il & | ST 99 R dfe 9 30
I & Y19 & HRUT gUR S TR U I & df T8 oo Opa O 99 TR &
Vel 8 € | 26 |uigeh 3l qofuren g8 i & @ fewg I "uewr! @1 Rigia @
o 9 g5 Tpa avl B Ud 70T Ik 66 & 919 3Id Jd 3 TRy TWIsT &
Bal BT oIS JHI B H TRadl W | 3 9 "IgyR" & q YBRI
&1 T4eror table 9.1 § wefdfd & |

HH | 3 NG J= UeYR | "TaYR" (syllable) T
Sie
[e}1 Monometer IS
02 | Diameter 02 SIS
03 | Trimeter 03 STig
0% | Tetrameter 0% Siis
o4 | Pentameter 04 SIS
o& | Hexameter 0& STig
o | Heptameter 00 g
o¢ | Octameter ol S

Table 9.1: 3T YTV "UGHR" & H& UbR

D! g § ST A AT AR FHE Uehe g8 ¢ | Y&pd | 0T Bl §
1 e Siie S & SR gof =R0T &H UT & © - I 91 g g8 & T deapd
B3l § g e A1 e G B8 U ST 39 v 7 &gt e faur #ed g |
3T ISR % T §9 9 &1 UHR & - 1. stressed syllable, 2. unstressed syllable.

Stressed syllable dt 2T & e 31t ueuR &1, 59 ug &1 Iw=mor w1
aiferes a1 ST 8) | 38 &F G & Bae & URed § "3 {6 e e gha 8 | 5
3l % Ty s 98 9% ¢ b ofve B¢ "IRYR" g ¢ 3R 9pd B8 "qufsR”
& T W E | ST 9T 9 3R 38R BT ¢ 9E Jel W fe@g A g |

Unstressed syllable &t g1 & Sd &0 a1 3icd ueyR &), 59 g @&
ITARCT BT AT AT Y B | T3 g1 G&pd &b Baed & uieied § "o fob dan g
Tohd € | ToIGR o1 I8 & fob gaffées stressed syllable {6 ugam 931 (s) & 3k AR
Tgt 7% auf w1 +ft G BRUTA & qed (s) b T & St & | 317 unstressed
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- * [U+5] -

Uu+s U+Ss

Figure 9.1: iambic pentameter T 3iTel S&IRUT

syllable f& Tg= & (U) 8| G%pd Bl & @y auf &t ot (U) I & B=<i &
ST H TgdTT ST & | T 317e Bral & J9RUT 6! Tpd BaUA & d1d gl
table 9.2 & yafdid & |

FH| TIE T | < 9URUT | Tpd  B& | ITUIHS URed
B4 & M e

02 | Tambic U’s® Kl -

o? | Trochaic SU md ----

03 | Anapestic uus adm I (“g" o)

o9 | Dactylic SUU mad 919 9 (“9" I707)

Table 9.2 : T& 3Td B-a1 B FURUI @] THd BGUARA B AT ol

9 UBR ¥ g9 I8 GHIEd @R Ihd & 6 U9 3T Bl R gaR apd
Ba TGl & 70T B<| fob faTaT o1 ST T werma € | It v 3iivel B<i & Uem
AABIIER UeuR & AR Yde foeme # Sod 3emeeor % d ® g9 “lambic
Pentameter” & STd @< o 3TH @ 7 {6 U Siig BN | SHBT Y 31Tl SaTeeor
faferm Sreafimr & o8 g7 3¢ 1 & T & 3T 9Tedl §, 3T Rey table 9.3
T e Topam 7T 8% | 3BT 3T SRRl figure 9.1 H WA & |

el | Shall I Com| Pare | Thee| To A | Sum | mers| Day?
got

gegwror| U | S Uu |S Uu |S U|Ss U |S

&pdld (M |d@ |WM @ |[WM o |d|Wm | d |

e | da’ | DUM° da DUM| da DUM| da| DUM| da DUM

Table 9.3 : iambic pentameter

Unstressed Syllable

Stressed Syllable

What Is Iambic Pentameter? An Explanation & Examples, William Shakespeare,
(nosweatshakespeare.com)

Unstressed Syllable

Stressed Syllable

86



“GIotyNOT” s YR R Y&hHd Bal Bl TIHR ...

SO B ) - FATD o G
G o @ - e W @

Figure 9.2 : iambic pentameter & fHedr STl eI 9

Iambic & U9 "IG9R" HT SIS & 39 TE U $HHT B4 JuRY gfed e ¢ |
e g farfera "amofteqwor & "R B %1 3eTeRvT urd dar € 17

FyrIymETeUehisSTaT,
ARSI eI |

BCIERIECESI[CCATGE PRI B
R TR 7 O rTfehaeereT ||

DT THIHS €9 "iambic pentameter” & fHerar Sjerar & | FSigesT a0
figure 9.2 § UEqa & |

31el Bl o et & U g9 Afed Bl & 3570l & 3R o € | T
BRI TR AT FT & UHTd & 918 a) e T & A iR % 2 | sefy dfed
& BTSN gl & 3ivd ¥ YU T8l aHeT a1fey | Afe 9T &1 "Bacchic”
AT B4 & o Seeid ufe & wer areifes wier 7 fear 2%

Afeq Si | Be| Ne| Te | No| Ui | Lon| Gum| Iam| la | ssa| libe|
auf
geqrR | U | S S U |S S U S S U S

MHD| o M| | d wopIm | d m m Il oI
Esj

V2]

Table 9.4 :
wfes Be § T8 ¥ § T BT IR §R TREd Yeb w07 H 3% Ghd ¢ |
g 22 Ug § 3k T § 22 9UT § @I <k "9" 10T &1 "Ll Bg §TaT & 3Tl
TrteRsh gt % "aroiywer # f&y 7y 3aTeeor % arfeer & grTawea E 1°

Gopd B Ul SHM<®H=< : TR
"g" 70T BT I TTcHe TaY | of T 317 o 77 717 ERIEERIEN
Table 9.5:

379 gH Thd BT % 3Te0T fb el S ¥ |

T BEUTel W 3 UiEH WTiel & BrauTe BT € SaeieT &edl & |
T B GRTERt o1 FRNT Sifeies g @ 5 () et G & g ST 8 | I8 Ggeher

7 vabha, p.43
8 Phaedo of Plato, Plato, 1894
®  Va. bha, p.22
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Ta: 7% & oIl & | 9 &7 "Decasyllable” B & Sif 20 UgyRY &t g21fdT & | SHeT
T 3aTET aEd 2 |

T gof Nousaur | Ons des | DPle ins | le'ge’res
lits d’odeurs
B WY SUU SUU SUS S
TcHD &Y Mmel el Mmel el e m
10T 94T g g S m
0T 9 " IToT " 3ToT 3" IOT RIC2
Table 9.6:

W el & T8 2T § % Gipd Bee & B 99w ot 78 foog
70T YT <l UTed BIel & | &l W "Decasyllable” &g B "1" 07 + “o" 7707 + “" 770
+ T[% B USHR 20 Ui # fawms a1 & | O Sameeor # usdl 2l oer & fob 9F g sifem
IEHR &I GGTHIER "T&" TSI A1ey |

T YT BT B LTE o) 3T THRT W13 & SNy I & wWier
HIAT 2 | WAL T BT U B4 & fordest M "Tetradecasilabo Trocaico” & fS&esT

3T A "Trochaic Tetrasyllable” & | . e T Yeb 3TE0T 3&d &' |

Qe ot So plo | Losma | Mensa | Ra del | Rano
de res je ve
B W& SUS UusSu SUS usSu SU
THD TEY IMAI | e e T SIS et
10T TRINT EEEEEEEEEENEEEEE L
70T 9H SR ST ITOT " TOT St ATeT | TR +
g
Table 9.7:

TEd T Bg | T 0T + “F" IOT +T AT +"S" U7 +I[S +TTY ST S
FeheT 2 | SrEest g 7 aroftymor & g ATes gufer T 3aTeun faa & o
FYRUT TG g O IWRKH WHLT B4 ¥ A 3@l & -2

I Tagreg
MAMd MAMd
Table 9.8 :

I diieiepl Bl TS AFeeT " + el + TTer off 8rar & St @i
AfeienT & T § | %€ fag 39 ot @ ggud df el febeg 3R oidies & depa

10

Clive Scott & Christopher Prendergast, p.258
Lauer, A. Robert, p.13
Va.bhi., p.21

1
12
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&1 B¢ & Thdl § 2 AT e oI wiaey et gedT & | I 99 98! 3R ¢ % v
GEpid U9 qEUS & BETE| H qUia: 9 el & dehdl & U] dlicaid 9 O FHT
& Fadl & i 7 SR siieer H IaTeR0T & gRT UfadTiad &3 &l e foan
2 TRt ot g & oy & @, @iy 3ereror & a1y ik off Uss i B & SN
99 off siftIehaR AT Tt € | “aroftmor & ariesh s 7 "aTRk" e aufed @t
IETERVT o &% | ST aferdst § Frh YR & TR e § |

FEpdBS Ul | A9 | GAA | AAF | Iqq | 990 | H
McHD 9 DIGE Tl | ITeld el | el o
Table 9.9:

&Y diferer § ARy B<iere & sftwn gl @ e & 3%
WY &< ¥ "Tetradecasilabo” & UgUR % ¢ Siig a1+ 6 316 ug &1 ey
e & oY o T2 R U Sereeor @ e ufkiied 8§ 2@ ot aof agg fb are Siie
& STy, 29 aeE @ o g st g @ M difierER viianed aar g |

TPpaB<dl | IM | I | IW | I9 | GR | Bd | &d | AW
D & M | T | WA | M | A | A | Tl | T
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Sanskrit Education : Bowing Heads to Tradition

Indrajit Kumar

Abstract

Indian Teaching Tradition has been one of the oldest traditions of the world.
The value and significance of education has been well-defined in large number of
works written in Sanskrit language. Learning Sanskrit is living in our past; know-
ing sanskrit is reviving our tradition and practicing Sanskrit is a bliss. It has been
the language of God, Goddesses, Sages, Rustics, Rituals, Mythology, Epics, Teach-
ing, Learning, Tradition, Culture, Social Customs, manners, Trade, Commerce and
Contentment. National Education Policy, 2020 is a concrete proof of the revival of
our past. It is an initiative to look into inward, outward, backward and roots. It is
not as dead as Latin; however, it is not as alive as English. Researchers have been
trying hard to find out the power of Sanskrit sounds. Through passage of time,
the gap between Sanskrit language and Indian natives grew wider. We left it for
specific purposes and limited it to handful users. We forgot to bow our heads to our
great and glorious tradition. West has created many distractions through several
ways and means to leave Sanskrit to die its own.

(Key Words : Tradition, Specific, Limited, Distraction)

Introduction

As per the Indian tradition Sanskrit Language is self-born, divine, eternal
and everlasting. It has no beginning or ending. It is wonderful and scientific.
Written in Sanskrit Rgveda’ has been considered and acknowledged as the old-
est book of the world. It dates back to 6500 B.C. to 1500 B.C. It is evident that
Sanskrit as language and literature was prevalent in form of local dialects. How-
ever, those dialects were varied and different. Surprisingly, each Veda had its
own book of grammar known as Pratisakhya. Apart from Vedas, large number
of Sanskrit literature such as, Brahmana-Granthas, Aranyakas, Upanisads and
Vedangas were in existance.

As language so its literature. Sanskrit literature is as vast as the hu-
man life. Human life has been divided in Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksa.
There are four Vedas Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, and Atharvaveda. Six
Vedangas i.e. Siksa, Vyakarana, Kalpa, Chandas, Nirukta, and Fyotisa help to
understand the Vedas. Sanskrit has been the language of epics. Valmiki wrote
Lokakavya the Ramayana:, the great-epic. The second epic, Mahabharata,
known as encyclopedia of knowledge was written by Krsanadvaipayana Vyasa.
Kalidasa, A$vaghosa, Bharavi, Bhatti, Kumardasa, Magha, Harisena, Patafijali,
Adi Sankaracarya, Kalhana, Jaideva Vatsabhatti have been acknowledged as
prominent poets and writers. The journey of Sanskrit is historic.
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Value of Learning

It has been said that the worth of education has been the core concern
of scholars of Sanskrit language. To substantiate my point of view, following
lines are cited :

Taem T e BfRgen YrEer AR
O: rogyn Yy fowg Ao g g 9 |
TR Hered HIEHT TetfaT Ty
THEUET qafawd faenfeer %% ||
Further, scholars have left non who appear as reluctant towards Sanskrit.
Even parents are not spared :

ARG Framerg: Srel anat 7 areed |
QU T ivd gqHed sl g9

Shades of Sanskrit Language

Indian knowledge tradition symbolizes incredible wisdom, intellect, in-
telligence and knowledge of the Indians with unique collegiality of knowledge
and science between worldly and ethereal; act (karma) and religion (dharma);
and fruition and renouncement. Right from the period of Rg Veda, educa-
tional institutions have been promoting the practices of generosity, truth, self-
reliance, and respect for one and all emphasizing moral, materialistic, spiri-
tual, and intellectual values. Vedas treat knowledge as the base of mankind and
students are taught and trained to keep balances among humans, other living
creatures and nature. It is believed that those who study the Holy Vedas and
the Upanisads and follow the notions and teachings accordingly, come up pre-
pared to offer their duties and responsibilities. Education system focuses on
mental as well as physical growth of learners. It is believed that deeds of indi-
viduals untie the shackles and knowledge paves the path to salvation. All sorts
of teaching-learning traditions, whether vocational and non-vocational; are to
embellish learners with skills and knowledge.

Indian Teaching Tradition

Indian Teaching Tradition begins with Vedic-Sanskrit as early as 1700-
1200 BCE. It was a standardized dialect of Old Indo-Aryans. The period of Clas-
sical Sanskrit ranges between 500 B.C. - 1000 A.D. Panini composed his gram-
mar of Sanskrit known as the ‘Astadhyayi’. Apart from Astadhyayi, the lan-
guage produced two most popular, relevant and highly standard classics in epic

T gunE. ool - 38
> A, g st oells - 92
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form titled ‘Ramayana’ and ‘Mahabharata’. The Paricatantra’ and Hitopadesa’
are major representatives of didactic literature. Sanskrit was also used as the
medium for composing treatises of various philosophical schools, as well as
works on logic, astronomy, and mathematics. Works of philosophy, astron-
omy, science, medicine and law were the parts of Classical Sanskrit. There is
a large corpus of literature in Sanskrit covering a wide range of subjects. Im-
portant authors and works include Bhasa’s ‘Svapnavasavavadatta’, Kalidasa’s
‘Abhijiianasakuntala’, and ‘Raghuvamsa’, Sudraka’s ‘Mrcchakatika’; Bharavi’s
Kiratarjuniya’; and Maghas ‘Sisupalavadha’ etc.

National Education Policy, 2020

National Education Policy, 2020 has been shaped and designed to revive
and restore the old teaching learning tradition with recent scientific manners /
methods. As far as the first question is concerned, National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 hits the nail on the head: “Sanskrit will thus be offered at all levels
of school and higher education as an important, enriching option for students,
including as an option in the three-language formula® Researches on Sanskrit
language has flagged off to use it for technical purposes. Western countries
have shown their keen interest in sanskrit. Sanskrit had been the vehicle of
world’s oldest successful teaching tradition that put forward India and Indian
teaching traditions for centuries. The glory and glamour of the said traditions
were diminished due to external colonial and imperial invasions.

Learning Outcomes-based Curriculum Framework

Indian Teaching Traditions were centred to Learning Outcome. The
design of curriculum was based on holistic development of learners. Learn-
ers were given tranning for skill enhancements and to be self-reliant, self-
dependent and an asset to the society and nation. The New ‘Learning
Outcomes-based Curriculum Framework’ [LOCF] of UGC and Universities was
already in practice in ancient times. It was based on exploration, invention, per-
sonality development, religiosity, values, mental as well as physical soundness,
patrotism, nationalism, relationships, and inculcation of love, affection, peace,
cooperation, cosmopolitanism, and emotional attachment. It was creative, dy-
namic, potential and diverse.

We are living in 21st century where the entire world has turned as a
small village. Internet has brought revolution in the realm of information and
communication technology. Despite complexions, the west is looking forward
towards Indian to take forward the world. The literary world of the west seems

? https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0

pdf
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tired, monotonous, stodgy, and humdrum. Sanskrit language and literature
seems a solution to it.

The Government of India has introduced NEP, 2020 with a distinct vi-
sion to keep our learners deeply rooted to Indian culture, tradition, civilization,
ethos, and to embellish them with knowledge, skill and values to come up as
new rays of hopes and aspirations for Indian and the world. The mission of
NEP, 2020 is to put Indian youths forword to face the challenges of times and
to prosper them with all strengths and essentials to cope up the needs of age.

Present Scenario

Unfortunately, the present status of Sanskrit is not satisfactory in our
country. There are only 18 Sanskrit universities in India. Among these, 3 cen-
tral universities against 54, 1 deemed university against 125 and 14 state uni-
versities against 459. There is no Private university as against 430 dedicated for
Sanskrit education in India. There is no Institute of National Repute dedicated
to Sanskrit language and literature. These universities have not been focusing
on the revival of Sanskrit language and literature. Central as well as state gov-
ernments should come forward to make Sanskrit education more lucrative and
respectful.

Conclusion

In short, on the basis of the study made, I come to conclusion that
looking back to Sanskrit is looking back to our culture, tradition, customs
and mythology. Sanskrit has been the mother of almost all modern Indian
languages. It can retell our history with balanced amount of emotions, passions
and feelings. We need to come forward to learn, practice and spread sanskrit
globally to make it Visva-Vani [World-language] and our country Visva-Guru.

Abbreviations

1. =AY, - e Tifdedor
2. GULEI. - QI el a1 TG 9ug

References

1. a1y feRfEa: arerifdedor:, gived Mg emiita qermemacie-
TH:, AGHOHCHR U, o8, 9%¢R
2. GG el qur Te G, vraidsr, Yud T Seds g, 2334

BRE

118



Preluding the Yoga-Vasistha: An Inimitable
Genre
Shruti Sharma and Sharma Bhanu Bhupendra

Abstract

Vedant is the most revered system of Indian Philosophy. Yoga-Vasistha
is the largest and most distinguished text of Advaita Vedanta. However, it has
received the treatment of inattention by scholars. This text has somehow not re-
ceived much recognition from the modern academics of Indian Philosophy. My
paper titled “Preluding the Yoga-Vasistha: An Inimitable Genre” is a small but
sincere attempt to remedy this.

In my paper, I will we taking the following issues :

What is the Advaita Vedanta of Yoga-Vasistha?

Is it analogous to Sarikara’s Advaita Vedanta or is it entirely inimitable?
What is the methodology used in this text?

Was Yoga-Vasistha influential and significant during the ancient times?
What are the possible reasons for its neglect during the modern era?

Gk L=

Along with introduction, this paper is sub-divided into five sections dealing
with the dating and identity of the author, influence and significance, content and
methodology, causes for neglect, its unique philosophy.

(Keywords: Kalpana-Vada, Sinyavada, Idealism, Inception, Mentation.)

Introduction

If there is any antique culture that has stood undefeated against the
wrath of countless ghastly endeavors to obliterate it, it is the Bharatiya culture.
The guardian and protector of this invincible spirit is the colossal Himalaya
of our ancient credo. Amid its countless intellectual gems, the Yoga-Vasistha
(henceforth YV) rests as an exceptional and priceless treasure. The YV isrevered
and renowned by various names like Jiana Vasistha, Maharamayana, Vasistha
Ramayana. It comprises of 32000 $lokas and is the second largest text next only
to the grandest Mahabharata. The writer observes that agents often get con-
fused between the choice of whether to follow jiana marga or karma marga (I
am taking only the ritualistic aspect where the agent performs karmas to at-
tain self-oriented goals which is not to be confused with the niskama karma). It
becomes perplexing when the traditional views tell an agent to read scriptures
and indulge diligently in rituals while performing their duties with moral meth-
ods, but the agent is also made aware of the perishable nature of all the worldly
existence. These two doctrines don’t seem to go hand in hand. They appear to
be rather contradictory. The realization that, every aspect of the physical world
will disperse and that even the merits curated by the agent will exhaust in the
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end, makes the agent pessimistic. It feels demotivating, as if all is for nothing,
that even the Heavens are not immune to the omnipresent process of decay that
is caused by the ceaseless passing of time. The predicaments then arise in the
mind of the agent, “Why must I perform any duties at all? What is the purpose
of being moral if| just like other worldly concepts, the system of morality is also
not eternal? Why should I continue to worry about any life events if, life itself
is inconsequential at the Cosmic level?” The disheartenment that these queries
cast in the mind of an agent truly appear to be insurmountable. These are the
most fundamental, prominent and bewildering dilemmas that can be regarded
as the fulcrum of all metaphysical queries. These ageless dilemmas were famil-
iar to the author of YV. This pessimistic state of mind is addressed in the text at
the very commencement. The author has used detailed and illustrative stories
that are being conveyed by Rsi Vasistha to Sri Rama in order to impart sagacity
upon its reader.

Author and Probable Date of YV

The YV is traditionally ascribed to Rsi Valmiki. The text has several parts
that amenably state that Rsi Valmiki has composed it. However, scholars uni-
versally disagree with this. The reason for the stated is that the text has been
dated to be of a much later era'. Due to this, the identity of the author is lost in
antiquity. Dating this literary work is difficult. The probable date of YV is de-
batable. It has not been stated anywhere in the text directly, but it is possible to
make an educated guess based on some indications which have been scattered
in the content. The YV has some unique citing in it which is fascinating for a
reader who is attentively reading. For instance, the text names Sinyavada and
Vijianavada® and this depicts that it was certainly composed much after the
period of Buddha. These systems of Buddhism were clearly already established
and flourishing during the time of YV’s conception. Another sign that alludes
a later date is the mentioning of a concept of Meghadiita® (cloud messenger).
It is an exceptionally renowned poem of the ancient poet Kalidasa. This puts
the text in a time period when Kalidasa had become influential. Prof. S.N. Das-
gupta (henceforth SN) holds that the text was composed in close association
with the Saiva traditions and it not only has unmistakable influences of Vijria-
navada but also Gaudapada®. This claim is interestingly disagreed with by BL

! BL Atreya in The Philosophy of the YV., Chapter 2, gives details of different views

of scholars on the probable date. These scholars include J.N. Farquhar and Dr. Win-
ternitz among others who have worked on the dating the historicity of the Yoga-
Vasistha.

YV., Volume 1, p. XXXVI

BL Atreya, p. 26

SN Dasgupta, A History of Indian Philosophy, Volume 1, p. 766.
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Atreya (henceforth BL). He holds that YV is a pre-Gaudapada work’. Another
inference that can be made is from the creation of Laghu Yoga-Vasistha by Ab-
hinanda in the middle of the ninth century CE. The YV must have reached a
point of considerable significance much before that time. Thus, on the basis of
these facts, on can place YV somewhere in the seventh or eighth century CE.
BL dates this text to be from around the seventh century CE°.

Enduring Significance and Profound influence of YV

One very important aspect of YV that must be kept in mind is that it
was written pre-$ankara era. This makes it significant for the understanding
of the history and evolution of the system of Advaita Vedanta. Another reason
for the undeniable significance of this text is that it was considered indispens-
able enough to be summarized by Abhinanda of Kashmir in the form of Laghu
Yoga-Vasistha in the middle of ninth century. He summarized it in roughly six
thousand $lokas. It has some similarities with the Purana due to its illustrative
story infused writing style, though, it is not quite right to label it as a Purana’. It
also has the dialogue like framework that we find in the Upanisads but not quite
identical. Thus YV doesn’t contentedly fit in any pre-established classifications.
It is inimitable and exceptional in its own right. Various minor upanisads have
taken $lokas, analogies and ideas verbatim from YVE,

Content and Methodology of YV

YV has no fixation with making judgements and assertations consider-
ing dissimilar contemplations of other systems of philosophy. There are no
comparisons and competitions among different traditions and disciplines. It
is evident that the author was not aiming to establish a particular school of
thought. Which is the reason for the lack of systemization in the doctrine®. The
text constitutes stories and legends that have been used to explain the various
philosophies. It is fascinating to note that the author had the literary endow-
ment to put exceedingly unfathomable philosophies into simple and relatable
stories. Unlike various other texts of Advaita Vedanta there are no staunch de-
bates in the YV'°.

BL Atreya, p. 21, BL disagrees with the view of SN regarding the YV being a post-
Gaudapada work and provides detailed arguments for this work to be from an ear-
lier era.

Ibid., p. 23

SN Dasgupta, p. 722

BL Atreya, Chapter 4 has detailed list of some $lokas of Yoga-Vasistha that have
occurred in various minor Upanisads.

YV., Volume 1, p. XXXV

Ibid., p. XXXIV
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It begins with the tale of a Brahman who seeks Rsi Agastya to find out
whether karma or jfiana is more important in order to achieve salvation. Rsi
replies with the analogy of a bird, just like the birds need two wings to fly, an
agent needs to follow both, the karma marga and the jiana marga. Rsi Agastya
narrates the legend of Karunya, who was the son of Rsi Agnivesa. Karunya had
received all the scriptural and ritualistic knowledge from his teachers and had
returned home upon the completion of his education. However, as his father
observed, Karunya had become exceedingly aloof and despondent. He refused
to take initiatives towards his duties and began to indulge in utter inactivity.
His father probed him for the reason for his severe pessimism. Karunya replied
that, he is confounded by the paradoxical nature of the relation between per-
forming rituals and other moral duties that only cause perishable results and
attainment of liberation which is the only eternal state of bliss. How can the
former lead to the latter and, should one indulge in duties or just simply follow
the method of meditations in an effort to achieve the desireless and thoughtless
state of mind? To answer his son’s doubt, Rsi Agnivesa narrates the story of a
king who had received an invitation from Indra to come to heavens. However,
the King had thought about the advantages and defects of heaven and courte-
ously refused the invitation. The king was repelled by the concept of transitory
enjoyments in heavens only to fall back into the cycle of birth, suffering and
death. The King was seeking eternal state of bliss that was beyond the grasp of
this cycle. This surprised Indra, who took the king to Rsi Valmiki for guidance.
Rsi then told them the dialogue between Sri Rama and Rsi Vasistha. Sri Rama
was overwhelmed by the contemplations regarding the eventual perishable na-
ture of Existence. Considering how all societies, duties, extravagances, passions
and occurrences are all transient, Sri Rama started to fall into an unfathomable
dejected state and refused to indulge in any obligations and began to self-isolate.
To remedy Sri Rama’s condition, Vasistha guided him with the knowledge of
the Ultimate Reality while illuminating the phenomenological world as a mere
produce of mentation". To convey the doctrine to Sri Rama, Rsi Vasistha takes
up numerous parables which include experiences of inception. The agents in
these parables go through dreams within dreams till ad infinitum without any
cognizance of the fact that all their seemingly objective experiences are essen-
tially imagined and illusory.

Neglect of YV by Modern Scholars

There are undeniable indications that YV was highly venerated during
the ancient epochs. However, the same is not true for our era. As BL notes in p.
xiii, “So far as I know, nobody else has, up to this time, introduced the sanskrit

T Ibid, p. XVII

122



Preluding the Yoga-Vasistha: An Inimitable Genre

work YV and its very suggestive, deep and comprehensive philosophy to the
modern world in a proper manner .... the YV is still laying in oblivion, so far as
modern scholars of and writers on philosophy are concerned”.

There are substantial speculations that regard the writing style of the
author as the prominent cause for the neglect. While reading the text, it be-
comes apparent that there is excessive repetition'?. This can turn the literature
monotonous and humdrum. Too much redundancy can be seen as unreason-
ably time consuming. Another reason that comes under consideration is the
simplicity of the language used. The vocabulary is rather unembellished and
unpretentious. This repetition and humble language is not necessarily bad. To
me it seems that the author clearly chose this format and vocabulary rather
deliberately. As is not exaggerated and ambiguous, the writing is easy to in-
terpret for the reader. This is unlike most philosophical works which require
tedious and meticulous attempts to decipher their meanings as close to accu-
racy as possible. The aim of the creator of this text was clearly to imbed the
philosophy into the minds of the readers. This can explain the simple language
and repetition to some measure. To certain degree, this can be compared with
the works of the medieval poet Tulsidas who shared the same undertaking of
imparting the knowledge to the multitudes”. Considering that the existential
qualms and mindsets that are plagued by them are echoing their thoughts even
through long gone eras makes it appear like an inherent and interminable chal-
lenge for the philosophers. The parables in this antique text are fascinatingly
relatable even to a modern reader. The fact that the author of YV could elucidate
such profound doctrines in such easy to cognize ways is undeniably worthy of
sincere appreciation.

Philosophy of the YV

The YV has an untapped and immense potential to discover profound
insights into the nature of Reality. The philosophical investigation that is being
carried out in YV concerns the elucidations and inquiries into the nature of Real-
ity. Many other texts discuss these concepts as well, but the text at hand is sim-
plest and lest ambiguous to understand. The philosophy of the YV is a congru-
ent amalgam of Buddhist, Jain and Upanisadic doctrines. The YV is indubitably
a work on Advaita Vedanta, and has unsurprising similarities with the eminent
and esteemed philosophy of Sankara, at a glance, it might even seem identical
to Sankara’s philosophy but, the philosophy of YV is unique and incompara-
ble in its own right. One can draw out several elemental differences between
Sankara’s Advaita Vedanta and the rather undiscovered insights of YV. Accord-

2 Ibid, p. XXXV
13 BL Atreya, p. 5
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ing to BL, if one does a thorough examination of Sankara then it is evident that
Sankara was influenced by the work of YV. Firstly, as it seems that, whenever
it was composed, there were no orderly outlines of Advaita Vedanta unlike the
times of Sankara, when there were robust efforts in the direction of systemiz-
ing the Advaita Vedanta tradition. We have noted above that the author of YV
did not follow the same undertaking. Therefore, the well-defined concepts of
Sankara like Adhdysa (superimposition), Maya (phenomenal world) as Anirva-
caniya (indescribable) and the different stages of reality namely Paramarthika
Satta (Ultimate Reality), Vyavaharika Satta (Phenomenological reality), Pratib-
hasika Satta (Apparent Reality) are absent in the YV, instead YV holds firmly
that there is no fundamental difference between thoughts and objects. What-
ever we perceive as a separate, independently existing object is just the same as
our thought of it. Consequently, there is no separation between waking reality
and dream reality. One just appears to be more stable. The author asserts that,
there are infinite parallel multiverses existing simultaneously and we in our
limited phenomenological experience just believe otherwise. There are worlds
within worlds that contain even more worlds that are ever-going and no one
can measure the extent of this inception.

The author dwells completely into the utter non-existence or absolute
nihilism while negating the realness of any concepts. The author of YV did not
believe in the sharp distinctions between different philosophical traditions. Be-
cause of this, the influence of Buddhist Siinyavada is expressed clearly without
any preconditions. The YV has held that the True Reality is Siinya which it also
expounds as Brahman or as the formless mind. For Sankara, this Brahman is
present in each and every individual and experience but YV implies that the
formless is beyond pragmatic experiences. The ultimate eternal state is not of
bliss like Sarikara asserts but of utter Void where concepts like Truth or Bliss
don’t measure. Sankara and Buddhist idealism are not likeminded. One of the
main differences between these two, as noted by SN is that Sankara’s idealism
does not permit the denial of external objects. The physical substances do exist,
it is just that their fundamental nature is indescribable and often viewed by us
as some made up superimposed myth.

On the other hand, the YV believes in a special kind of idealism. The
navel of the existence and its events is the mind'*. It must be noted here that,
by mind, the YV is not implying our relative consciousness. Instead it is the
Supra-Consciousness that is generating the Reality derived from the power of
Sankalpa (the translation closest to accuracy is desires). All the phenomena that
we have ever experienced including the impression of being an individual Self

% Ibid, p. 197
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are mere projections of the Siinya. It holds that the phenomenological world is
a product of our imagination. There is no fixed name given to its philosophy
by the author. Throughout the text, the author freely interchanges the terms
Brahman and Siinya to refer to the Absolute existence and maya or abhdsa to
imply our phenomenological world. To make things a little clearer, scholars call
it Kalpana vada or imaginism"™. It is important to note that the concept of maya
or adhyasa is not the same as Sankara. The maya in YV is not indescribable or
neither real or unreal or both or neither. The phenomenological world is all just
imagination.

The insights in YV are so profound that they go way beyond our logical
range. The YV believes in the direct intuition as the only acceptable means of
cognition'®. In the absence of direct insight, one cannot grasp the concepts that
involve the fundamental nature of the world for example, we can only realize
the flavor of sugar or spice, the smell of wet soil or the sensation of a toothache
upon our direct experience. No matter how hard we endeavor, we will never
be able to explain these experiences to someone who has no somatic familiarity
with them. Neither can someone else explain us these experiences in words,
no matter how detailed and accurate their descriptions are. It is rather impres-
sive that the author took the bull by horns by asserting that the world being
imagined by the Divine mind can be directly apprehended. It is a remarkably
astounding claim to make. Instead of taking shade under the umbrella of the
“Divine Revelations must be uncritically trusted approach”.

Regarding the questions of whether Creations and Destructions of the
worlds, Fate, Space and Time are real beyond the imagination of the Cosmic
Mind, the YV answers in negative'’. The author strongly advocated absolute
free will and negates any entity called fate or destiny. The text gets into detailed
elucidations as the writer has taken significant time and made considerable ef-
forts to expound the conceptions mentioned above as fictitious and entirely
fallacious. The YV even describes the entity called personal Ego as fictional.
There is neither any individual Self nor any phenomena experienced by it.

However, it goes against our common sensical beliefs and it will natu-
rally lead to the queries that, who is the entity that is imagining everything?
If all that there is can be understood as illusion, then who is the being experi-
encing this illusion? How can we deny the objective world as real because it is
clearly being experienced by us at all times? No one knows anything beyond
this empirical world. Our minds, imaginations, actions and even the most de-

B Ibid, p. 172
16 Ibid, p. 143

7 Ibid, p. 129
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tailed dreams are all bound by the physical world. How can the entities like
Time, Space, mountains, rivers, all elements and even all living and non-living
effects be just product of our imagination? If it is my imagination, then why
is everyone also experiencing it? How come I don’t know when and why I
imagined everything, from all the vast oceans to the rest of the cosmos? The
theoretical concepts don’t seem to tranced into the pragmatic experience. Our
shortage of comprehension is derived from several factors like scarcity of rumi-
nation, focusing on distractions in the empirical world, misunderstanding our
experiences and firmly yet falsely believing in the self-imposed physical and
mental limitations.

According to YV the whole existence is mere imagination and nothing
different and it explains all these issues in great detail. Firstly, YV elucidates
that there is no personal I (personal identity), and whatever one believes to be
a unique and intimate Self is nothing but a mirage. All personal experiences,
no matter how objective and stable they may seem, are all products of menta-
tion. The reason why we see the somewhat same objective reality is because
the Cosmic Mind is conjuring all of us along with the force of Sarikalpa'. This,
Ultimate Consciousness experiences the world in which not even an iota has
been created from any material cause. It is the same way some dreamer gener-
ates whole worlds seemingly out of nothing in pure emptiness. The empirical
world was there in the past, is here in now and will also be there in the fu-
ture simply because the Absolute Consciousness imagined it and continues to
do and will continue further. The beings like individual appearing conscious-
ness will continue to emerge and seemingly perish while experiencing the phe-
nomenological existence. It is essential to realize that there is absolutely no
separation between the individual Self and the Cosmic Self. The entire universe
is being held by our own supreme Self that is the rest of the entire universe
itself. There is nothing distinguished from the higher self. The occurrences
that we call ourselves or different experiences like creations and destructions
of worlds or formations of gargantuan material clusters like planets and stars
are all just ceaseless waves forming in the ocean that is the Ultimate Cosmic
mind. It is indubitably imprudent to label waves as septate from the water that
composes the ocean. The Reality is an animation (Kalpana matra) of the Divine
Consciousness that imagines it and gets too engrossed in it, the same way as a
child creates evil monsters by imagination and gets scared by them. The doc-
trine of YV goes way beyond our logical capacities. It does not fully fit into the
category of metaphysics or philosophy of mind. Rather it takes its reader into
deeper realms of intellectual insights where the tags like Idealism, Monism or
Panpsychism become insufficient and insignificant.

8 YV, Volume 1, p. 1XXXIX

126



Preluding the Yoga-Vasistha: An Inimitable Genre

Conclusion

The findings of this research underscore the significance of the philoso-
phy of YV and pave the way for further exploration into the uniqueness of its
own doctrine of Advaita Vedanta, ultimately contributing to the broader body
of knowledge in the Advaita tradition. In this paper I have highlighted the plau-
sible date of the YV to be from sometime around the seventh century CE and its
author remains anonymous. There is immeasurable wisdom in the $lokas of YV.
It offers undeniably significant research avenues for future explorations into
the nature of Reality and Philosophy of Mind. There are abundant reasons for
present day researchers to thoroughly investigate this text. BL believes: “In the
philosophy of Vasistha, we have a better solution of the problem than probably
in any other religion or philosophy of the world™". This text has unfortunately
received the treatment of inattention by modern scholars maybe due to the writ-
ing style of its author, but one simply cannot afford to neglect this magnificent
curation of the intellectual findings of our ancient thinkers. YV holds the in-
sights into the history of Advaita Vedanta and profound advancements into the
deepest realms that our contemplations can take us to. It would be the greatest
scholarly blunder to misinterpret this text. The philosophy of YV is an inim-
itable amalgam of the Buddhist Sinyavada and Advaita Vedanta. It has subtle
yet significant differences with Sankara’s Advaita Vedanta. Its Kalpana-Vada or
the theory of Imaginism is undeniably impeccable. Therefore, it will be vastly
thoughtless to mix it up with other traditions of Advaita Vedanta. It warrants its
own position of world recognition for its metaphysical realizations. The writing
of YV is simply unsurpassed and unmatched by any other ancient or modern
works of Philosophy. The author of this work championed in conveying the
most unfathomable insights into the simplest analogies. It would be long over-
due and appropriate to put this text right beside the likes of the Song Celestial
and other admirable gemstones of wisdom. It is sagacious to return the YV to
its original place of glory and recognition that it was placed at during the eras
of antiquity.
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Non-paninian grammars : A comparative study
of variations in the 3TSTEIRA rules

Tanuja Ajotikar

Abstract

AR g TS areTeAride (NPBhSAP), a work devoted to the vari-
ations in the §7s of the 3WEARN, is analyzed by Ajotikar T. et. al. (2021). In the
present article, the cases of variations discussed in this rare work are compared
with the non-paninian grammars namely ®Ia=, I, J9g and MwerTA. Any dis-
covery of a new evidence is important in the field of philology in order to take the
study ahead. NPBhSAP is a work which has opened the matter of the variations
in the s of the 3m1eart by providing some valuable variant readings of G7s. The
present attempt to compare the data with the non-paninian grammars is helpful
to understand inter-relations among these all grammatical traditions. This study
reveals how some of the conclusions regarding relations among paninian and non-
paninian grammars are based on limited evidence. It strengthens, once again, the
fact that the SIomEIMT has left immense influence on these grammars. The
present article affirms the need of good critical editions of prominent grammatical
texts, and the importance of constant search of new evidences in philology.

(Keyword: Panini, 35Tearlt, non-paninian grammars, variations)

1. Introduction

Sanskrit texts are not free of variations. It is well known that there are
variations in the ¥s of the smwrearil. Ajotikar T. et. al. (2021) discussed a rare
Sanskrit work entitled TR TgTaiaRmYTTEETEEaG (NPBhSAP). This work
lists more than 100 cases of variations of the el g#s. Until now, Kielhorn’s
two articles (CE. 1885, 1887) were well-known among scholars as a first account
of variations of the stEreRl §s. NPBhSAP (CE. 1828) is pre-Keilhorn. Ajotikar
T. et. al. (2021) provide a detailed survey of works that are based on Kielhorn’s
articles including Oberlies’s (2006) German article that compares the data given
by Kielhorn (1885, 1887) with @ and 3= grammars. There is no article in
English that deals with such comparison of paninian and non-paninian gram-
mars regarding the variations. After the discovery and analysis of NPBhSAP,
it becomes more crucial to take an account of rules of non-paninian grammars
regarding variations. We discuss in this article such data and try to study the
interaction among paninian and non-paninian grammars. Here we compare the
data in the = (150 B.C.—1st century AD), a5 (5th century AD), 3= (5-6th
century AD) and emeserd (9th century AD) grammars. This kind of compar-
ative study is useful to present a new evidence to the community of scholars
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(Bronkhorst 1983 and 2004, Oberlies 2006) who are debating the chronology
of the =g, 35 and ®1f¥eER for a long time as well as to study the relation
of the ®d= grammar and the @U@ ERT (Vishalakshi 1981). Sharon Ben-Dor
(2019:2:ft2) summarizes important discussions on this topic:

The @B is after the aTgena=or. The SA<HegRT is based on the com-
mentary by @< which is lost to us. ¥@eT's commentary was older than
the Arga@?oT and S1AHER, is the opinion of Oberlis. Bronkhorst (2002) opines
that @1i¥rgiy and arganmeor must be borrowing from the same source which
could be a lost commentary on the sEreari written by a grammarian who flour-

ished after uagfer.

Aussant (2021) discusses whether these non-paninian grammars can be
called schools or systems. Bhate (2011) discusses the possibility of a “non-
brahmanical” independent source of the @GRt other than the SeomHETT
(hereafter #wgrs). In the same volume, Aussant (2011) discusses the similar is-
sue by comparing the YRGS section of the Hfe@ERi and the arsqfi. Both of
them agree with Bronkhorst (2002) that these two texts use an unknown com-
mon source.

The data we discuss in this article is for the comparative study of the
rules with variations in the 3R, We do not aim to settle any issues related
to the chronology of these grammars.

Ajotikar T. et. al. (2021) categorize all of the cases discussed in the NPBh-
SAP under seven different categories; such as FTGHRT, Wig, UM=K, 39S, H-
o9, f: and A7, In the same article, all of the original references referred
to by NPBhSAP are traced, and discussed in detail. So we do not repeat all the
information in the present article. Out of above mentioned categories, we dis-
cuss here first four categories; namely JnTfaanT, yfera, ue=<R, and 3ue. The
remaining categories are not relevant in the present context.

2. Yogavibhaga
As is well-known, IR is splitting the original ¥ in the 37eTeaR and
make two rules out of a single rule. NPBhSAP discusses the cases of FrtfaymT

that can be again categorized under two groups; IRTfa4TT suggested by HTm or
Tagier and FRTEHRT oceurs in the i@ without any reference in the wgmTe.

2.1 Yogavibhaga in the Mahabhasya

Below, in table 15.1, is the list of rules, as in NPBhSAP, which were re-
ceived as a single rule by %A or Uagiel, and they suggested a split to these
rules. Their comment was implemented by later grammarians, and the split
was introduced in the #Urs. A comparison with the non-paninian grammars
is crucial as it reflects their acquaintance with the #grum= and an attempt to
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incorporate ®A™T’s and gdgier’'s views.

Rule no | swEreamigds | &A= T SRR THERIT
1.1.17- | 3= & X 5.1.130— | 1.1.25— 1.1.104 3
18 131 39 | 26 IO | Hiow
& S
14.1-2 | S®eRE UH | X 1.1.16 1.2.90 X
woar  faufadd [EEIGED] o e
R B (equiv- (equiv-
alent to | alent to
1.4.2) 1.4.2)
1.4.58- | Wied: 3IuE: | x X 1.2.129— | Clubbed
59 fomamar 130 wife: | into
fRmam fr | 1.1.25
TEIRTT-
yifergdat-
-
AT
uIE 9
2.1.11- | foumrquREfe- | x 2.2.7 1.3.9—-10 | x
12 4 T EREISTE a1 -
fezgra: gafeega:
g & Cou))
43.117— | Fsa@d Fel- | X 3.3.83— 3.3.86— 3.1.183—
118 GUESIECH 84 gogmdt | 87 @ | 184 A
Ha- Exd NICEE
afet
LN
5.1.57- | &= 9REoE | x 4.1.62 3.4.55-56 | 3.2.160—
5.1.58 @A G- e A - 161—162
REATEATY ufeHrE | gEyEE | A
equiva- RO YT
lent to | Y= UGS
5.1.57 GAeg- | AT
No refer- | smezaq
ence to
58
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5.1.63— | deEd Baewl | x 4.1.74— 3.4.60 3.2.173
5.1.64 ey 75 3@l | and KRG
Barfee 3.4.62 3.2.178
ey RER Bere ey
B
6.1.32—- | & UOERUEE- | 3.4.14— 5.1.39— 4.3.29-30 | x
33 wEg g 15 gga: | 40 % | o g=
ey g
&A™
T
6.1.137- | guRfiea: @t | 3.7.38 g3 | 5.1.136 43110— | x
138 YVl GHAE gyl gW- | R gl | 111
gurq e -
Qlcpst:
g
quar
7.3.117- | sggam sffesd | 2.1.60 6.2.61— 52.111— | 1.2.24
118- a: &8 uud: | 623ggam | 123ggam | and 26
119 T | S e | B
& TEISH gEfee
8.4.19- | aifa: 3= X 6.4.118 5.4.104 4.2.242—
20 sFIs T | sk 43 g
5.4.115 g
3

Table 15.1: Yogvibhaga as suggested by Katyayana or Pataiijali

In all of the above cases, most of the times the & is split following the
FHIEF's or Tagicl s suggestion in non-paninian grammars. There are four ex-
ceptions which we discuss below.

1. A.1.1.17-18 3= % is not included in the @®a=1, and is spilt in the Tg
and 3= grammar except the e, Kulkarni and Kahrs (2015) have
added an important evidence in the transmission of this rule in @iewT-
gfi’s manuscript tradition. They showed that the Sharada manuscript
tradition of the i@t does not split this rule. The Sharada tradition
still preserves the reading known to gagifel. It means, Sharada tradition
of the ISR, which is post-patafijali, does not intend to change the
original reading in the ¥zare. In that matter, it is important to note that
the e is similar to that of the Sharada tradition of the @f@Ef.

2. The arg grammar does not split the rule, 2.2.7 wiurgafgsa: U= T, per-
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haps does not agree with the views of qasifel (FTfasmT: Haes:, fav¥d-
TOfEHR:, aASYUR..... Kielhorn:1.380.7-8). By suggesting dntfaym, uasifer
wants the compounds formed by the subsequent rules to be optional,
and suggests the word fasmr be the 31fgr®R.

3. NPBhSAP notes, on the basis of the statement of Tdagifel on A. 6.4.110
31d 3cATdeTde, the original reading of A. 6.1.137 is SR yuoEHERAN:
At and that splitting of the rule is post gagifer. The author of NPBh-
SAP notes that the insertion of the preverb 3 is a corrupt reading which
we find in the ®1f@ERl (Osmania edition p. 632). The Ir%-Tu© does
not have two separate ¥, and notably it does not insert the preverb 39
in the g7. However, the meaning conditions 4¥oT and ¥9a™ are moved
to the next rule C. 5.1.137 SUIgNUEHaRR—ITaEHATEATERY which is equiva-
lent to A. 6.1.138 IuTdcRIcTdgaaraaTeaery. Thus, the a5 preserves here
“correct” reading as per NPBhSAP with some changes. On the other
hand, the %Td=1 combines A. 6.1.137 and 139, and completely omits the
semantic conditions for the augment gg. It is obvious for the ®a= to
omit discussion on semantic conditions as far as its pedagogical nature
is concerned. It accounts for the form with the augment gg, and simpli-
fies the procedure. So the modification in the ®rd= is fair and logical.
But inserting the preverb 37 in the original A. 6.1.137 does not fit in the
paninian system. Hence, the insertion of the preverb 3uin A. 6.1.137 by
the wIferw1gRt is regarded as a corrupt reading, and it might be under the
influence of the ®ra= which is copied in the .

4. NPBhSAP observes that A. 8.4.19-20 are not two separate rules as pre-
served in the #grTs. Interestingly, the C. 6.4.118 resembles the #gHTe.

2.2 Yogavibhaga occurred in the Kasikavrtti

The NPBhSAP discusses six cases in which the rule constitutes a single
rule in the g™ but is split in two in the @1i¥wgRi. There are six rules that deal
with accents in the table 15.2 (A. 6.2.92, 6.2.93, 6.2.107, 6.2.108 6.2.143, 6.2.144).
The non-paninian grammars do not deal with this genre. Therefore these rules
in the 3Rt do not have any comparable data in any of the non-paninian
grammars.

Rule no | 3WrEARigUG | Ha—= Tz g MHEAT
4.4.131- | LSRR | X X X X
132 g
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5.3.71 SWT:‘?TG'F{ 2.2.64 4.3.56— 4.1.130 3.4.82
—72 EHY WH T | Ed- 57 Erad- [REREIES
Eao oS FoT: fosa- HISTIT- T

TRE- | §@EAM- | F @B | EiSH

s

FETE
6.2.92 3T GUIRl- | X X X X
6.2.93 Rl
6.2.107, | 3IuAYY &Y X X X x
108
6.2.143 3= qIgYs<hl- | X X X X

6.2.144 | Sfe=BIoM
Table 15.2: Yogavibhaga occurred in the Kasikavrtti

1. A.5.3.71—72 are said to be a single rule originally, and is, later, split by
the TR, In the HTd=, F3=g and B, no equivalent rule is found
that deals with substitution of @ (velar un-aspirated unvoiced stop) by g
(velar un-aspirated voiced stop). The == follows the split, thus, agrees
with the @femERI.

3. Praksipta (Interpolation)

The term Uf&a, as is well-known, means ‘interpolated” or ‘added later’
or ‘inserted later’. Any reading noted as 9f& is not an original reading. NPBh-
SAP discusses thirty-one cases of interpolation in the 3fsteamt. It is in the form
of a word(s) inserted from a @1t entire @i is added as separate rule or ToT-
s are added. We present this data in three different tables (15.3, 15.4, and 15.5).

3.1 Entire Varttika inserted as a rule

Some dTfies in the TEMTST are inserted as rules in the g4, and these
cases are listed in table 15.3. There are no equivalent rules available in the ra=
grammar so it is not included in the table.

Bothlink Interpolation | =g e MBI

(Astad- as per

hyayisatra) | NPBhSAP

4.1.166 959 9 G- | X X 1.1.16 Yaqg
am il
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4.1.167 JAF PpE™H | X X 1.1.16 gadg
Hedrd
4238 HACH 2.4.12 yrEa- | x X
Frewfena e%
4.3.132 FIUgeiad- | 3.3.97 ®ifug- | 3.3.100 3.1.157
TEIEU] WEI&uaey | Siftgdei- | eiftgerd-
YaTa0] YaTa0]
43.133 INUEe@s- | 3.3.81 3mud- | 3.3.101 3my- | 3.1.152 3Y-
wiag RISUEE duT: RN
5.1.36 [HEFCICEC] 4146 fea- | 3434 f&R- | 3.2.141 for-
o T U
6.1.62 aifer of: 5.2.64 X X
NININE]
6.1.100 Pz 5.1.105 s | 4.3.87 Wi ey | x
e pere] T
6.1.136 s x X X

Table 15.3: Praksipta (entire Varttika inserted as a rule)

We discuss a few cases below included in table 15.3.

1. A.4.3.132, 4.3.133 and 5.1.36 which are original arfties uniformly found
a place in each of these grammars.

2. The rest of the interpolations, 4.1.166, 4.1.167, 6.1.62 and 6.1.100 are not
a part of one of these.

3. The prominent case is 4.1.166—67. These two are not a part of the =r-
=g and 3A=; they both are combined in a single rule in the M.
The wording of A. 4.1.167 3% ™™ is 3§ as pointed out by &ae
(MBhPU. IV.152a) while commenting on the fourth aiftie Saged @ %-
&a (Kielhorn I1.265.4) on 4.1.162. This interpolation is certainly not
known to 9% and Si=g. Since similar rule is in the gT&He™T grammar
and the wording of the rule is known to #de, the insertion must have
taken place before 9th century AD.

4. A.6.1.136 is a combination of two @Iities namely; sigerar IuagEY and
anargerar 9 the 9 and SR+ take a different theoretical position on the
augment <. The augment ¢ is 3=y with respect to the augment 31
or reduplication’. So they do not include these two operations in the
form of a separate rule.

DS G geraegad | argant on C. 5.1.136; TR H(FTHR: (?) g
TgaTenTHTET UTeE | SR J. 4.3.110
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3.2 Word(s) from a =i inserted in the rule

Below in table 15.4, we present a list of those cases where some word or
words in a a1ftie are inserted in the gzurs, and thus the original reading of the
T is modified. There are no equivalent rules in the @®Td= grammar so it is not

included in the table.

Bothlink Interpolation | a5 CEEs QTHeTIA
(Astad- as per
hyayisatra) | NPBhSAP
1.3.29 gurT- | gt myfesy- | 1.4.719@ - | 1224 @d | 1.4.56 g-
iy B (Rl | wfouse- | TfseEs- | dsiieriay-
gfafesar) gaTaiige: | e RS
3.1.95 %@ | Ha: (- | x 2181 uRA- | X
FUT:) aisan: 2.1.82
gt
3.3.122 ST - 1.3.101 2.3.103 4.4.96
AT - ATTYUERI listed in the | YEREMEMMI- | SRERTEAM-
BIERHNE) (gRTEEN ™ commen- TERTET: rNeTE -
tary. ITYRTATAT:
4.1.15 fegoegTm- | 2.3.17 Rgmr- | 3.1.18 Rgmr- | 1.3.14 fegue-
fegegEa- | SSusHE- SOFETToE - SOUGSTART: SSRGS
TSI - | ToTowH- STHSFIRE:
JEFBoHo- | FR(TAH)
FILq:
4.2.2 TERI- | FATTREANL- 3.1.2—-3 3.2.3 dER- | 2.4.221-222
ERIFEY HABGHNGE | TEREAIEH | TTheibe- | WIEREIgSD
SHABCHNT | ATZI] AeBABEHIGT
ar
4.2.21 wifE- | wnferdiofar- 3.1.18 =f@- | 3.2.16 - | 2.4.203 I=™m
“qofardifa G (FarEm) | ~dormm “oforiife @ | drofoen
4.2.43 UHSI- | UHSHEH- 3.1.59 3.2.37 2.4.143
AT (TeEE)- TS - | TTHSE- TSI -
T HERIRI BRI RIS
4.4.17 faumr | fome 3.4.16 d@g- | 3.3.140a1fa- | 3.2.16 fo@y-
[EEEIGH (draefemeng | foaenqar eI EIERIGH
5.2.101 Y- | UmEIgTEi- 4.2.105 war- | 4.1.28 wA- | 3.3.129 YaI-
ggratdi o | (g ggrEigrndl | grEfgRsdi o | sigrteRo:
UK .
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5.4.50 FI- | (NIIdgd) 4435 - | 4255 H- | 3.4.55 FHH®B-

&N quE- | Pt adgrd SRt T AT

Feiie e JuEman oo | prafEn saaaTaR | e
ﬁib‘l'{ﬁ[ﬁ: =

6.1.124 < 9 waw]- | 5.1.122 @< | 4.3.101 1.1.97 =

6.1.125 T | @t Fem 5.1.123 9w~ | MRsag 1.1.99 T

El Frem RINEG 43.103 LaGERIEnI

LSREURIE] e feuT:

6.3.6 IMEAH | oY (GO | 5.2.9 3o | 4.3.125Sed1- | 2.2.5 SATHT:
sl [Siitk

6.3.40 @Igl- | @igte: (- | 5.2.37 @gl- | 4.3.152 3/1- | 2.2.50 w@g-

= i) Semtt] BEISEIEIG S

6.3.83 THT- 5.2.102 - | 4.3.191 7M9r- | 2.2.114 =fQ-

UGN (TMaEedy) | =gy L HICReE] P HICReE]

8.1.73 8.1.73 6.3.25 7 @I- | 53.25 A | x

EIiEn aEER g- | AaEded | S gmad-

G- EIEIBE] 6.3.26 ¥ga | °9H5.3.26 a1

W 8.1.74 | ImEET ar [ERLERERE]

e 8.1.74 faum- Eal

[EEIEG I CANCRECEE]

[ERLCER ERERELS

8.3.116 Ue: | Aig(as:) W- | 6.4.98 Wigda- | 5.4.84 dfesa- | 4.2.225 &-

e fafe o fafe e ot wme fafe | disyddians

4.2.26 @3y

Table 15.4: Praksipta (word(s) from a Varttika inserted in the rule)

In all of these paninian rules, the reading of the rule is modified on the
basis of a afti®. In most of the cases, non-paninian grammars tend to accept
the changed rule indicating that they are aware of the discussion in the Fgrars.
Most of the times these grammars accept modifications suggested by agifet, and
form the rule accordingly. Below we discuss important cases in detail.

1. =g, 3°5 and merdT do not differ in inserting a word from a a1Rti® in

the rules equivalent to A. 4.4.17, A. 5.2.101, A. 5.4.50, A. 6.3.6, A. 6.3.40,

A. 6.3.83.

2. A. 1.3.29 was originally read ¥HrTf@sm™, and other roots namely 78,
¥, #, 4, and fag are inserted later. The modified reading is attributed to
the @1f¥@ERT (Osmania edition p. 58). However, the insertion of verbal

roots on the basis of arfties (T TrEfey fafeuEaRdmuasEmy (Kiel-

horn 1.282.11), sifiggianag (Kielhorn 1.282.14)) is not complete since the
verbal root g2[is excluded. On the contrary, the a1, SR and eewe™@T
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insert the verbal root g<[ in the rule itself.

3. A. 4.2.43 UTASHERPIE is a very interesting case, similar to that of A.
1.3.29, where we find that the words 71 and @& are added which are
original from a afties (e Afd awhe Kielhorn 11.279.19). The ar%
and em@er@ in add both of the words the rule itself. 33+ adds only the
word §eM as similar to that of the existing text of the HIf®ER (UTHSI-
A HERE e Osmania edition p.373). It is significant to note that the
word 75 is inserted after the word WS, and the word 98/ is after the
word s in the 9 which indicates a non-refined interpolation. The
emeBerd has refined reading where the words 75 and ®g[™ are inserted
after the word s, i.e. at the end of the original rule UTASHs*[wIET.
The resemblance between the I and T&%er™d is significant as both of
them use ablative singular #gm™Td not the plural form. NPBhSAP states
that both the words 751 and @™ are inserted in the 3mreaR rule. Even
though the text which inserts these two words is not mentioned by the
author of NPBhSAP, we assume that he is referring to the @1fer®rgfy. But
there is no evidence in the printed text of the FIfe@®gRt or any awareness
shown by later grammarians that the word 751 was inserted in the rule.
Hence, it becomes more interesting to investigate the issue whether the
text of the @Ry available to the author of NPBhSAP was different
from what we know so far. This reading mentioned by NPBhSAP shows
resemblance to that of =<.

4. The word & is inserted in A. 4.1.15, on the basis of the aRi® &7
SyggE Y (Kielhorn I11.209.6), which matches only with the == <
and e do not insert any additional word.

5. Likewise the addition of the word &3 in A. 4.2.21, on the basis of
the a1t @TfE divforifa @samreory (Kielhorn 11.275.7), is echoed in the
3 grammar by adding the word & in the rule® whereas the a5 and
gmerH do not add the word and drop the word &fd. In other words,
they modify the original reading of the Paninian rule.

6. Comparison with A. 4.2.2° reveals a different picture that 3= grammar
inserted the words 2/@el and @¢H in the rule itself. On the contrary, a5
and ¢meserdd accommodated the addition by forming a separate rule. We
can observe that the original Paninian rule is accepted unchanged by
these two grammars.

g in the SH=g means &3l
3 The words /%61 and ®<H are added on the basis of the aifikies Seemor
AheABEHIIH 3udgwEH (Kielhorn I1.271.7)
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7. Insertion of the verbal root T3 in A. 8.3.116* is copied by the a5 and
=g whereas the emeera forms a separate rule.

8. Asfar as the list in A. 3.3.122 is concerned, originally, four words, 31eam,
=g, 3urd and ¥eR were listed. On the basis of the @i (afsauraasr-
TerrarEEmETEgE Kielhorn I1.155.19), 3eR and 3mard are added later
excluding the word 3t@gR (Osmanina edition p.278). The =< does not
enlist these in a separate rule but we find 31&/™, =1, 329, YR, 3R and
3mard listed in the commentary (AggRi on C. 1.3.101). The a5 excludes
the word 31aeR like the ®iSwgft does. In J. 2.3.103, the A= lists ¥ER,
3419, A, 31aeR, 3arg and adds 37ea1d, 38R, and =™ in the commentary
(Tripathi and Chaturvedi 1956:130). The list differs from what we find
in the Paninian tradition and the . It includes the word 3/dgR in the
rule, but excludes the words 31ea™@ and =@ which are originally in the
Paninian rule. The e (S. 4.4.96) gives a little different list (Tripathi
1971:423); namely, SR, GR, 371e4M™, =&, I&4ME, MM, MR, and €@, It
neither includes the word 3/@gR in the rule nor in the commentary. It
adds two new words SR and @R in the rule which are not found in any
of the previous grammars. Even though it is difficult to state with cer-
tainty how these changes were made by non-paninian grammars, we
can easily observe that the content of the rule varies from grammar to
grammar. It also indicates that a fara™ rule is not a good case to inves-
tigate the relation of these grammars with the paninian tradition.

Bothlink Interpolation | =T=g A RIEZSCE]
(Astad- as per
hyayisatra) | NPBhSAP
6.1.156 HREH J&: No separate | Clubbed in | 2.239  49-
rule. Cov- | to4.3.116 Jepiay
ered under SATHRIET:
5.1.142
UREBTET
e
8.3.99—100 gfa g | 6.4.85 F&ET- | X X
3 A&pg | fedt a1 6.4.86
a oi aeamam-
o

Table 15.5: Ganasutras added

The verbal root T3 is added on the basis of the aifkie g<e) feife ufaved wSeug-
@ (Kielhorn I11.451.2)
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1. A.6.1.156 is not a separate rule in the #grm, but is included in the UR-
@hulg o The HIAGERT reads it as a separate rule. While commenting
on this rule, it is stated in the @R, Hffeg TMeaa TREwETYfsag @1-
T 94 3 Uof~r (Osmania edition p.635) Thus, the HIAHBERT is aware
of the variant reading. The =T, 335 and 2T&e™T resemble the e
here, and make it a part of the 7or.

. A. 8.3.99—100 are originally 7Torgzs and inserted as rules in the 3fsream.
These two are TUREs in the GuMIE 97 mentioned in A. 8.3.98 gumIRy
(Osmania edition p. 960). The 33 and e do not have these rules
but the a~g inserts these two in the gzZus. The @5 does not include
these two TTURgAs in gumTE (C. 6.4.89), hence it is logically correct to enlist
these two separately in the ¥zurs. Wagh and Kulkarni (2018) show that
there is no uniformity among the editions of the Hf@wER regarding
these two rules. For example, the first edition of the @®fo@afr (Shastri
1876-78:552) has these two rules separately commented. When these
two rules are a part of the ¥us, we expect that they should not be
a part of the gumifg 7or. Shastri’s (1876-78:552) text of the @wimERI
fulfills our expectation, and does not include the TURs in the the gumfe
701. The account given by Wagh and Kulkarni (2018) points out that the
manuscript tradition of the @i differs regarding these two rules.
The data we compare in this paper further indicates that one tradition
of the iRt and the a5 resemble with each other in making these
two rules a part of their urs, and they omit the ToRgHs from the gumfE.

Pathantara

The word U8R means ‘a variant reading’. Below in the table 15.6, we

list those cases which are mentioned by NPBhSAP as uie=®, and provide the
equivalent rule in the @Td=f etc. grammars.

SEreRIgS | Variant HIa= g SRR NicaapEl

as m
NPBh-
SAP
3.3.78 3r=- | 3f=qEON 4560 31- | x Covered | 4.4.18 29
Y 39 =) e in 2.3.69 | 3rEHAI-
QTTCATEN- EEIGES bl
T4
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4.1.81 Tgafaet- | x 2.3.85 3.1.66 X
aafadif- | fgiear- Toafaeh- | oafaeh-
gREey- | gee- fgfermr- | Fgfer-
Temoofalg- | Rfgas=aem T T enT-
I S=IR- ufagHT | velaigan
Lot ar ar
4.1.155 PIAEBT- | X 2.4.87 3.1.142 Included
PIae- Afafa THI- PG | in 2.4.84
BT = ABHR- TFHE-
q TBITIITES THAR-
El BN
g
4.1.173 ofearad- | x 2.4.103 3.1.154 2.4.101
gledraggay- | d9IuY- QTeTLAY - gledragd- | LMedl
AYdheih- hlhcl- JUYhei- P[22 O = g RMRHDH R -
CTIRHBITES] HHIGS] PCRAPBI- | TAHCRHA- e
fasy FHIfes] pRICEl
4.4.649gd- | SgaUEu- | x 3.4.65 3.3.182 3.2.66 -
RlERS
4.4.82 T X 3.4.81 1- | Clubbed | x
FoTaTH St & S in3.3.195
ST Frarea
5.1.25 %dT- | HaMge] | X 4.1.26 &- | 3.4.22 %- | 3.2.130
og
5.1.28 egefgat- | x 4.138 G- | 3.4.26 - | 3.2.142
semeEfy- | feiT- eeeie: | ge e
MR, | S, qg@Il- e 2%
T
5.1.66 Qe X 4179 ©- | 3.4.64 g- | 3.2.174
queiies: I: ugTig: UgTe: queTie-
BRI
5.3.103 - | eEmEEr | x 43.81 9m- | 4.1.157 3.3.39 91-
wrfee 7: Iq g 7 | e fejcod
5.4.121 Tog:gu- | 2.6.59 A- | 4.4.106 4.2.123 X
Tog@E- | eegedl- | Sggd §- | Toged: | TegEn
feeER=g- | wem | e el RIEDESEI
e

LY
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6.4.56 T | waegy- | 4.1.38 5.3.70 4456 @ | x
RECIn I qEisy, | @@ e | fEgafq
Iy
7.2.78 55~ | SeoMi®a | 3.4.7 $8- | 5.4.174 5.1.136 4231 %-
qred T £l S AT | SHee: e g v
A

Table 15.6: 4. Pathantara

From the above list, we do not discuss A. 4.1.81, A. 4.1.155, and A. 4.1.173

where dental
phonological

sibilant g and palatal sibilant g[ are interchanged. This kind of
difference depends on the reading found in a manuscript. Any

difference or resemblance for these rules among all of these grammars may be
accidental. Other important cases are discussed below.

1. The variants 39 and & mentioned in A. 4.4.64 generate different forms
with different accents (A. 6.1.163 7@ and A. 6.1.197 fA@nfe™a™). Even
though the =g gives the reading 39, it is unclear how is it significant
owing to the fact that none of these grammars derive accent of any word.
However, we can easily observe that the I or any other grammar does
not show any awareness of the variant reading 3sj.

2. Among all of these rules, there are two cases where the @iR@ERT is
aware of the variant and mentions it while commenting on the rule.

(a)

(b)

A. 3.3.78 ST &9, the HIUBER states 3= UTHR To~a=Teoil 321 3
(Osmania edition p.268). The x@&I@®ERI is aware of the variant.
The I does not make a separate rule which is equivalent to A.
3.3.78. But the arsgRi lists the word 3=Teur while commenting
on C. 1.3.65 stating s=Teion A arfery 2 (Chatterji 1953:103). It
does not account for 3=e. The S repeats what the arggkt
stated but adds &R=®R Tat (Tripathi and Chaturvedi 1956:125)
hinting at the variant s=eiA. The eM®%er accounts for both the
forms (Tripathi 1971:416). It seems to accept both the forms, and
does not prefer one usage over the other.

A.7.2.78 esHIed 9 has a variant §e9Hieed 9. The ®1HIGR is aware
of this variant. It states, e397sg SIRMSHTH =q £31ea Sidreafifa . aeof
Fludifes: =3 3fd T vef=i (Osmania edition p.820). “The augment
g is desired after the verbal root ¢ in order to derive the forms
£f2red and Efresm, For that reason, some read this rule gfesmr: ®aa”
A.7.2.77 €8 9 states: the initial augment 32 is added to a AEYH
l-substitute § introduced after the anga <[ ‘rule, govern’. This
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rule is essential to derive the form £f3®. A. 7.2.78 $esHied q states:
the initial augment 3¢ is added to a @rduTge l-substitute &3 as well
as ¥ introduced after the anga $g- ‘praise, laud” and S/ ‘be born’.
This rule is essential to derive forms like $fe¥, gfeea, SR, S
etc. But with these two rules, there is no provision to derive the
form £fred or £frean, The HIfe@ERT not only records the variant
here but also explains the reason behind the variant. It correctly
explains that in order to revise the flaw in the existing rules the
reading changed to $fesH: ®a T where the particle 9 helps recur
the verbal root £¢in this rule as well, and the form £f9rea or Efreay
etc. can be derived comfortably. Even though the @it says
e (some) the reading is found in the @@= K. 3.4.7 S 9ed 4.
Further discussing this issue, the HIGMER raises a question that
why are these two rules separate? Why did not 9féii4 compose
just one rule? Having a single rule is the ultimate solution to
the problem which we find applied in the a5 C. 5.4.174 Sishte:
wd. The S corrects the flaw by forming the condition =& (J.
5.1.136), but does not include the verbal root S, and composes
two separate rules for the verbal roots $3[ and £g (J. 5.1.137). The
gmeker does not formulate two different rules but mentions the
verbal roots $¢ and £ in one rule with the reading @4 (S. 4.2.31),
at the same time the verbal root & is omitted. Thus, all of them
tried to avoid being deficient of deriving the forms like £f2red or
$iRrear etc.

3. A.5.1.66 guelfesz: is read guelfe 7: sometimes®. The tradition attributes
this reading to the @1f@ERi. But the Osmania edition does not support
this reading (p. 482). A. 5.1.66 introduces the affix Iq and the variant
reading changes the affix Iq to & which is going to affect the accent of
the derived verb. A9® (MBhPU. III.142b) in the J&id terms the reading
T being against the wgrr=. The a5 and 3=g support the old reading
guetiaaar:, and even though the em@er does not copy the wording of
the rule, the affix introduced is the same i.e. Iq. The erroneous reading
gueTfesall I: must be later change in the paninian tradition.

4. Similar is the case of A. 5.3.103 &gt a: which has a variant reading
gmETiee Iq. e’ (MBhPU. IV.244a) remarks that SmRenfesa 7 is against
the tradition. He states this on the basis of the discussion in the #gmT-

See =g Pullela and Sundarasarman (1985-1986: I1.25)
o+ gueTiesal 7 5 gitute yagsniasg s wma:
grRaTfe et I i UTetaamew S T
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&, gagifel comments on A. 5.2.1 Swarfet aq (Kielhorn. 11.338.3-4), and
suggests that to derive the word 7%, the word A1f% should be included
in the gmraTfETor. In this case, the I, S5 and eMeer™A do not support
the reading aq suggested by dasifa.

5. Apapatha

NPBhSAP lists 3auids ‘wrong reading’ of the srearit rules. The list of
equivalent rules is in table 15.7.

Rule no | Correct | 3que Eane) S|4 g RicapEl
I as in
as in | NPBh-
NPBh- SAP
SAP
2.1.48 uREl- | upaE- Covered | 1.3.43 2.1.57
qreay qreay under Upgm- | 9pEE-
2.2.16 qreay e
Earea
SgeH
4.1.37 UG- | qIHA- X 3.1.40 X
PR | e Fgf-
4.2.126 | wWMU- | HWIH- 3.2.40 3.2.104 | 3.1.50
= qETE: | s
5.1.76 gy U7 | gRR SUT 4.1.88 3.4.72 3.2.88
Frem e MUYy | TR U | R w
ey ey Ty
53.5 gl ST | Udal s Falsd 4.1.71 3.4.13
3d: qda: IERIGES
438 4.1.72
Fap- 319
ERES
4.3.11
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5.3.84 dgergy- | daega- | x X 4.1.140 | 3.4.96
Rfaemea- | Rigema- aeTg- aerg-
SO | FFUTAT- gifa- gifa-
o | qATE- | AT
GRIRIGH RS | oI
qeftae | et
6.1.150 | fafsme: fafsmr: X No sep- | 43.116 | 4.2.217
g ar | - arate IEEIGE] 4 fa-
fafmar rule. &y
a1 Cov- ar
ered
under
5.1.142
RS-
RCiIES
Rl
7.2.48 dqogq- | dYEed- | 4.6.81 5.4.118 | 5.1.96 4.2.162
aeuRy: | wewRw: | dyHed- | diyEe- | dvee- | HegH-
fa fow: fow: yi&T
7.3.75 fagererg- | fgeem- | 3.6.67 6.1.103 | 5.2.73 4.2.63
= el | e | Bgwr- | Bgww- | Sige-
faf fafa /| @Ew- | AEe T T
fgea- | =@f fafa fafa
TTHT
it
7.3.77 TWTHEHT | SYTEEHT | 3.6.69 6.1.105 | 5.2.75 4.2.57
5 5 e | Y- T | I -
B T B ifeeres:
B:
8.2.18 FAAA | FAATE: | 3.6.97 X 5.3.36 4.2.260
PUA FA A | PASEH-
SHPAT- | Ty
ks

Table 15.7: Apapatha

1. The wrong variant %&ig for the word $Hi¥g in 4.1.37 is definitely found
before Haradatta. He is aware of the variant but does not consider it a
wrong reading. He states ¥ g Salafd Hed emeid au ‘dama~' sk Aeliar-
g “Those who accept the reading %Hig for them the word Hdierit
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has the second syllable high-pitched.” The reading Feig for A. 4.1.37 is
significant because it is related to the accentuation (FRer vs FdieR).
The ®ra=1, 95 and meer@= do not have the equivalent rule. The A5
reads the word Fig. But it does not derive any word with an accent.
Hence, whether the word is read $f&& or FHlg, it remains insignificant.

2. The word & is replaced by the word 71 in A. 4.2.126 which is not a cor-
rect reading as NPBhSAP labels it ‘3/qure’. The == does not read the rule
with the word 71§ whereas the emeer@T has the word 4. In the S92, edi-
tors emended the reading 7T, probably based on the 1fS®4fi’s reading.
The variants gd and 77 may be known to some of these grammars.

3. The wrong reading for A. 5.1.76 is an outcome of ambiguity of sandhi
(772t 1), and then it is a case of hyper-correction to 307 from or. In order
to avoid this confusion the order of words changed in the o=, C. 4.1.88
o1: gy @, and also in the gmeerdT S. 3.2.88 F o: T

4. NPBhSAP considers A. 5.3.84 garquRiaLIela@uRiaEHT qaiard a corrupt
reading. However there is no evidence for the reading (SaaguRidenca-
FOTRIIT i) considered correct anywhere. The 335 and the emaeras
have the word 3§ in their rule.

5. The ar<gRi includes in the commentary on C. 5.1.142 faft: agpHfafst ar
(Chatterji 1961:157) which is considered corrupt by NPBhSAP. The 335
lists the word faf$#? in the rule, and notes the optional form fafé& in the
commentary (Tripathi and Chaturvedi 1956:300). This shows that the
corrupt reading already became a part of these two grammars, except
the emeera which resembles the original Paninian rule.

6. A.7.2.48 is a very interesting case. It lists five verbal roots namely; g,
@g, @, ¥ and Ry, There are no multiple entries in the &1quTa as far as
Tg, g, ¥ and R are concerned. There is a need to understand which
g9 is listed here for the optional ger™. There are three verbal roots 35
which belong to the safg, faars and s@fe. Does the optional operation
of the augment 3¢ apply to all of these three g5s? Or is any one of them
excluded? The a1t F¥&®R wEvareiaye) awer: (Kielhorn 111.296.15)
prohibits the optional insertion of ¢ to the suffix that begins with q ap-
plied after the verbal root 5 which belongs to the feafa list. But there
is no mention of the third Y that belongs to the g list. The Hfe@wERT
mentions the variant for the rule stating g g% Tat 3 Sanfee:, T YT,
iy, Ot sfa Fier wafa) s ew smited efa Haret e, a@r srdeq va|
TEHH 79 TvEE S 5 Biugiaamy gei~ | (Osmania p.813) The main confu-
sion which g9 is included in the rule is sorted by mentioning its marker
in the grqure. Among all of three %5, only one 9 that belongs to the
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ugrfe, is mentioned with the marker 3. The @wra=1 and == have the read-
ing which is mentioned in the HI®EMT, i.e. the verbal root 3y is listed in
the rule with the marker 3. They both state clearly that other two occur-
rences of the verbal root g should not undergo the same operation so
we need to mention the marker in the rule. The 3= preserves the orig-
inal reading and comments that g%: “fiaifewe wevr fgareaalq (Tripathi
and Chaturvedi 1956:347) “The verbal 35 which belongs to the sarfg list
is mentioned (in the rule) because of its vicinity with the verbal root
gg” The e lists present stem g2 instead of the bare verbal root
so that there will be no confusion. In this way all of these non-paninian
grammars try to avoid the confusion around the verbal g% in this rule. It
is clear from this change that the reading without the marker 3 is older
than the reading with it.

. Reverse is the case of A. 7.3.77. The @id@ghi accepts the reading
TYTHEET 8, and reports the variant IWIFEET &:. TWIHEHT & is an
older reading because it is recorded in the #gm (Kielhorn I11.334.5).
The ®iSwBIgRT starts the discussion stating & g sRmfed Tehad o g8 =
sdiagaadai<| (Osmania edition p.850) “Those who do not read the
verbal root 29 with the marker 3 continue the word a1 (from A.
7.3.72) in this rule” The discussion continues with the consequences
of this recurrence. If the word 31 is continued, one cannot avoid the
final replacement ® in the imperative middle singular form gsmor. The
problem is resolved with a solution that the term i is a fa@mwor of
3 not vise-versa. It is significant to note that the reading ¥ helps
remove any over-application of A. 7.3.77 to other occurrences of 3%,
%ae remarks that gagfer does not agree with the reading sy etc.
(symiifa gretsA sra eme (MBHPU. VI:216) “Since the reading syt
is not original Jagiel says...”) s in the 3Ea further clarifies that
TUsEfGd ga 91e: 3 “The verbal root g9 is read without the marker
3 in the grqurs also (MBHPU. VI:216).” As is discussed previously there
are three verbal roots 39 in the &rqurs. The verbal root 8Y that belongs
to the first class is marked with 3, and that distinguishes it from the
other two. wredETEgaRd does not list it with the marker marker 3
where as it is listed with the marker 3 in the &fReRfgoll and grquea
(https://sanskrit.uohyd.ac.in/scl/dhaatupaatha/compare_with_svara.html).
If we accept WredimTagan’s reading, technically we cannot approve
of the reading fYHEwEWRY: or YA ©:. In this way, opinions of
NPBhSAP that @i or Y are corrupt readings, it aligns with the reading
g9 preserved in the AredmeTqaiy. The =T, SA= and ATHer™A state 2,
i.e. with the marker 3. That means the SF=g and e deviate from
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what they did in J. 5.1.96 TUFEq*RFIRS: and S. 4.2.162 TEqHBIRI,
whereas the a=g is consistent. The &= does the reverse as to the
3. It reads g9 in K. 3.6.69 7fEsmHT B: and gY in K. 4.6.81 ydgqewisT
. The g, A=< and e justify their reading by stating how
mentioning Y, i.e. with the marker 3 helps avoid replacement of the
final ¥ by & in g=fd and gwnfa®. The = does not discuss anything
on this rule. Important to note that the =<, 3A=< and e are in
complete agreement with the @1f¥@TgRi’s reading, and not with original
reading.

8. The insertion of 3 in A. 7.3.75 is on the basis of the @i S¥amie T
(Kielhorn I11.334.2). It is unanimously accepted by the ®ra=1, arg, A5
and MHEEA as we find that the preverb 31 added before the verbal root
I in the rule.

9. A. 8.2.18 is an interesting case because the corrupt reading Fd T @
mentioned by NPBhSAP is not found in any printed edition but it is
given by Kielhorn (1885: 199) in the list of variants found in some of the
manuscripts of the @@, The Ha= grammar has 9 ¥ & which in-
dicates a possible connection between one of the manuscript tradition of
the @fSieBrgRr and the &= grammar. %a A &@: can be easily ignored as a
variant reading as it just missing a sign of 3T®R (F4 —> FY). It could be
amistake in the manuscripts or could be connected with the @®rd=1. Both
are possible. As is pointed out by Shen (2022), the @1+ tradition was
probably more popular in Indian at some point than the paninian tradi-
tion, so the influence of readings in the ®Td=1 on the paninian tradition
cannot be denied.

6. Conclusion

The study strengthens the well-known fact that the non-paninian
grammarians were completely aware of the issues discussed in the #grrsg, and
that the influence of the @@= is irrefutable on these grammars. Most of the
cases where the changes were made to the 418 on the basis of a @ifi® or
any statement by udgifer are implemented by the &=, a5, =5 and THeFA
in their own gaU3 (see section 2, 3 and 4 in this paper). This specific data of
variations in the rules reiterates the fact that there was a close communication
and constant interaction among paninian and non-paninian traditions. If we
analyze the data in NPBhSAP and the &&=, a1, 3A=g and Meerd in the light
of some of the previous work done by scholars, there are some conclusions

b gielea: ufsaemiore weum) BN Tt s Twaf | 3 anfHevd gwmf| J. 5.2.75; Sfadr
TEUTIEE 7 vald gaia gwnfd| S. 4.2.57; 3HRUGY gwfd gwmtd| C. 6.1.105
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we can revisit. Bronkhorst (1983:370-71) tried to establish chronology of the
9% grammar and ®wERT specifically on the basis of A. 7.3.77 Y™l &:,
A. 6.1.157 IREHIAIN 9 g, and A. 6.1.115 ypara:aeRa®. He tries to
argue in the same article that the ®riR®gRi deviates from the original text
of the 3wl far more than what is known on the basis of these variations.
However arriving at any conclusion like this is delusional considering the
complexity of manuscript transmission of traditional Sanskrit texts. These
kinds of conclusions lose their ground when new evidences are discovered.
For example; a new evidence in case of A.1.1.17—18, i.e. it is a single rule in the
Sahara manuscripts of the @R, presented by Kulkarni and Kahrs (2015)
reveals the complexity of the transmission of the @®fi@®rgRki. NPBhSAP provides
a new evidence in case of 4.2.43 where it seems that the ®IfS®ERI has two
different readings for this rule. The discrepancy in the @1kt regarding A.
8.3.99—100 and its relation with the =, the corrupt reading of A. 8.2.18 found
in some manuscripts of the @®1f@Efi and its resemblance with the @@=, or
inserting the pre-verb 39 in A. 6.1.137 and its resemblance with the @Td= and
Meera, strengthens the fact that more and more evidence is needed to grasp a
constructive picture of how much all of these traditions are closely related, and
whether they use a common resource or not. By discovering a small text like
NPBhSAP, the whole matter of variations of the 37s1eRi! rules is opened once
again. It also reveals the reality that conclusions based on the printed editions
have limitations. At this occasion, we would like to highlight the need of good
critical editions of the important Sanskrit grammatical texts in order to derive
genuine conclusions.
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‘HierhYg: HUT 3Yd: HATDR:
TG HITE:
RIS

AfgwHyg: Iged Ah [Gem: HY qvedyas: | % FHIRMEY URgd: SEid | 31—
AR faaro, fagraderaai  Tiayye, g@gﬁﬁu@‘mﬁﬂﬁmﬁmsﬁ
SRATRI TIATHR | Tﬁmﬁ@mﬁﬂm@ﬂﬂm?ﬁml AiapIgHar- ST

e uiErat | By Gy ieRa Afewmye: o ISt gead | | g s
R ST Geryanaeaty g=wrar Hgf: germef |

(FersaT: - TOIYyoM, AfFpTg:, 3T, RigradaR:, miordfaer:)

anfer WWI%?JWJ@ RATHRIN Wﬁa T W | e
ST WREeE: 7 TR qddwwmwlugpw A | RIS -
Y gerferen afe vl qfé ow THeRE TpeaaayEd | fee e Hed-
i, 3 OeT 99EH Freuafd, 3T qeeanisy gieed Fequi O safaeaeg
formi Sl s gaeniioaas WIiETRYEGe-TaT Hidicd SRATGRIOT
AHTcaftE R TR g8 faeied | 31 Ua SHelfa-Jahameitmyiiig

e~ ARATHRT SATATTUANRE: |

aieepferT Hefareiife R simemmraerusier ferfdy Gepdmmy
FiicarTeRTe T SRILAT FaTIR FHEHUEGSN | Hicarded awig Hie-
Ty SIS TYIYH | AT YA AT el ot | feelrers sifiaui-
=1 TG Al HUH T Hragalcadn | 3§ HIed Fei[orRg q RSB
gig: UsRaEAaYd IIdiiddieTatae The | Ui S
TUTHNIGT STEHE R A SRR Uidheard [aaEeuiadT: I |
3 SETAy U SUNEIRICHSRIIG!: AR SR feRfean: deieds: -
feam: i gum: | 95 e ufSemTene, 3ATg: SUvene, AicerTae agi-
TieReT, ATeadTe fEigfEaoherer, feree geiftmtare, spouiiiaae
TEALYHTTABTRST STET: TET alieh [l foe | Ty gisayare Hiee -
I FIfle IR daiaR gt | gdr sAfdier sikgarai<iw srfaaruen
FfafaReRa GUBWeTe: HeTeligdl FATgHATE Tgadahiei =y g 4a-
RO faeaf | 3T AHTaTuaT SIRATIT TR deid S AidhHg: 3 |

iUEAURIUSISY AiGHHg: Heldha: Hliciarded AR {gafeazorifd,
e giufayvginia RgradereuR Ttayuoriald, st 9 smivgs
TSIV TRERTARIT [lRI e JEgRmERIIR ToaiaeeTH e AR 5
TR A G JEd | gay By aremy tgaefaartr morayyo sia
FRAHGY THIE | ToTataera-me fefeaamiel et Ty yoTeTRaTamT
ITHE! I TgA |* U] I SRV YTadT AaersT | THIUear i srear
AHET IR | TR AiGdHHgd hael dqaenad=aaa feRaaamid |
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‘ierpg:’ HYT IYd: ARHTDBR:

U AaeURTud~] JHg AT HIgaReATs Sl fafere dgare
e |® YaRHGiR: Tag e SR ¥ 9 | 9T -

‘HierpTg: Haa Hiadfazamid:
SIS T THALve T |
SUFE LT TGRS T
el TEEE AT e e |
3T T IS - |
oAl Hgrereq SqereATqUaf @ wgH |
3 TG RRI0IT TGILR TG AR R HIGDHR] 3T |
3T G FAGRIR: ST SIReT Aferpge IR GRREH §a s T vafd |
TEERGHIAR Afawpagd fofad Oy e R FIHTERI:
I TFIIaH(96)SIBuRaad | TafaaSe A
Siifer Tt | Srarerd ATqeeRUOT FETf gETRIEH |
TAIGST: AiGwg: B 4 AeeHT ? & BHIAISH ? Siicaerd 3fafe:
opam? et TRay & ? foelivaifed: Higeft? 539 &t &0t dgiaRiFoaT weds-
AFHGIANTORGTO HNT FHEFArdR uendd | quid YrTegaeedsd 3
TR A 19T SIS R 37 dha SIgH-=<TeT: |

HAIFBHSH QLr:
3 AlTHgH FRAHMIASAT QF: SEuiaeia: T Haaue: 3Hl-
i argmTg g |

. TG IqY Il Tl feiacrram Feere e asaauiTand dHeere erein-
HeARau 9T JRAMG G0 YggahadhsRerdl aui+ gead | 0 UW: w@al-
I LT GUITY] Rl RTATG IR STSTSeT afh | Shecty TG rgor
FHAdHaI gea= ofd | AT - Wa‘rqﬁ%maﬁw
HIHAT 9 ARATIHI Gacd TETaicay® S | 31a: TN: hielq SR
e 3R] SFH: |

. Rgradraaui faRaa ioTayuuerem 3hE TR ey SemdTer
PR SERGRT URdIiadbde: TReT: ufedr: af |7 Jexdgarea=gar-
T PTG (ST sr:) Ty ey sereigania |

- S SR T faeRUTHe e Hie: Faiied SfaovRa g
T | e DYy 9deRY Spaqeliaaead e g

? N.C.C. Volume -18, page number- 08

4 C.S.M.LIO. Volume 2, part - 2, page no - 1062
> A yryufegam

¢ YggufgerorerE, (S.N. 3766), GOML, Madras
7 A yrguRegym
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AT AaaTaterany, GOML TgEmed UamhT AT Sa-NTal quT greerd
SIS -ATUg Il T-ITerd Aleplgd fiemRicar o Yeraan eeemied |
YesT Ufe: British library, (India Office Library) London He 31 acfd |
YU SNTTEHT: TTehT: SfEvTesIsad SUTsT: SAaeiy 3% 29T STauTe:
i fafofq sr goomfa |

ARG Hict:

TFHyg: Iqesad (1377 A.D.) smEifefd fagw wwrmsor gummr FHe-
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FfegareroH MU add | Afewvegs Tayyoens 98 Rgraded gom@
UY: POTHE: Tgad YguR=gfHerad vd et -

‘3 (UfeRpYg:) ABIHRIIGLISTT 288 LTehTed Oy Woe Ragrarase-
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TR TG 0T | TARHIEE0T G LAIEAdb ST gdl 7 Hivl WHATa~I JaIg:
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niepge fUad &t W 9 qar: fewfa nft o Aifcieate: afged
Tt Hivig 3Ty | oo TR1: fowd @ 3vars i sameam siRey) ga vd femafe

ioff deHeiaftiaiend darfmT g+
YT BT fafed Tt 7ae |
T mErde farfed STemT: ded
IR Yo eI AfRIe Semafiaiga: (11

niapIgw & AufiiEn ey afdwvs: swifela Jr@ | s==
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YT TSRO, SRR ST, Seemart & femm
ST, AHAANGATS awas:, SINHGIaeY oIl dids Uid: siifef s
T T Jafd |

TRI: TR Tod 3T ST aRarRfd -
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TBRIS T BT TCHIRITARGRIATS: |
SR A= T -goT G ST

8 R 9. wryuiEgam:

° 9. gryuREganT:

10 TEgefdeRUTRETAT: UIUgwHH,(S.N. 369) YHRre, Huliedy

1 3. 9. afepygereia:, page no 01
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HerrRIRe Terquiicr v7g dards Tearead s ol /Rigraaeses ||
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Reflections of Abhinavagupta on Aesthetic

Experience
Hari Ram Mishra

Abstract

In Indian perspective as soon as one thinks about ‘aesthetics’ the mind di-
rectly goes towards the concept of rasa. Even for those who have no knowledge of
complexities of this theory; from poetry to music and to dance, everything is con-
sidered to be enjoyable only when it consists of rasa. Thus, the experience of rasa
automatically becomes aesthetic experience. The question arises ‘Does this rasa
limited only to the theatre and the poetic compositions or could it also have the
other connotations? Prof. Vidya Niwas Mishra has talked about rasa since Vedic
times. He traces its root in the Vak sukta of Rgveda. Vak is the creative energy and
the driving force of all creation. It is the first vibration immediately preceding the
movement of creation. It is the first act of speech articulation and it is preceded by
a long process of meditation so that the speech is pure and well meaning. This Vak
is the source of all poetic creation. Thus, a good poetic composition is influenced
with all its qualities and lays the foundation of rasa theory. In this paper we will
experience a new dimension of reality.

(Keywords - rasa, abhinavagupta, aesthetic, rajasekhara, theater)

In Indian literary criticism, the discussion on aesthetic experience starts
as early in the first systematized text available in this field. Bharatamuni in his
Natyasastra, mentions a famous dictum in which he clarifies the meaning of
rasa.

na hi rasadrte kascidarthah pravartate.
tatra vibhavanubhavavyabhicarisamhyogadrasanispattih..

There is no meaning (artha) that proceeds without rasa, and what is this
rasa? He says: vibhava (determinant), anubhava (consequent), and vyabhicarib-
hava (transitory feelings) makes the completion of rasa.

But, Bharatamuni does not explain the meanings of the term samyoga
and nispatti which creates a great problem among later theorists.

There are some basic issues concerning Bharatamuni’s rasa theory,
which paves the way for subsequent theorists to elaborate their own theories.
Those issues are as follows:

1. The rasa we experience, where or in what way it exists? What is its
substratum?
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2. What is nature of this rasa? Does it contain uniqueness from other va-
rieties of knowledge?

3. How do we come to know this rasa? What is the nature of aesthetic
experience?

Before putting his own ingenious theory Abhinavagupta in his Abhinav-
abharati, cites the views of three early thinkers, namely, Bhatta Lollata, Bhatta
Sankuka, and Bhatta Nayaka. All these views have a particular philosophical
background. It is desirable to look upon these three views which prepare a solid
background for Abhinavagupta.

Quoting the view of Bhatta Lollata, Abhinavagupta says:

vibhavadibhih sarhyogo’rthat sthayinstato rasanispattih. tatra vibha-
vascittavrtteh sthayyatmikaya utpattau karanam. anubhavasca na rasajanya
atra vivaksitah. tesam rasakaranatvena ganananarhatvat. api tu bhavanameva.
ye’nubhavah vyabhicarinasca cittavrttyatmakatvat yadyapi na sahabhavinah
sthayina tathapi vasanatmaneha tasya vivaksitah. drstante’pi vyafijanadimad-
hye kasyacidvasanatmakata sthayivat. anyasyodbhiitata vyabhicarivat. tena
sthayyeva vibhavanubhavadibhirupacito rasah. sthayi bhavatvanupacitah. sa
cobhayorapi. mukhyaya vrttya ramadau anukarye’nukartaryapi canusandhan-
abalat iti. (Abhinavabharati, vol-1, p-272)

Bhatta Lollata has the opinion that, “Combination of vibhavas, anubha-
vas and vyabhicaribhavas with sthayibhava gives birth to rasa. He further anal-
yse the combination of each constituents with sthayibhava. He mentions that
among the multiplicity of vibhava, anubhava, and vyabhicaribhavas, vibhavas
are the cause of the birth of the permanent emotions; the anubhavas are not the
cause of rasa, but only they make sthayi observable; vyabhicaribhavas remains
in a state of latent impression, nourish that sthayi. Hence, rasa is a permanent
state (sthayibhava) intensified by vibhavas, anubhavas and vyabhicaribhavas.

And where this rasa exists? Answering this question he says that,
mukhyaya vrttya ramadau anukarye’nukartaryapi canusandhanabalat iti.

This rasa is cognized primarily in anukarya (Rama etc.), and in anukarta
(actor) also by virtue of his power of realization [anusarndhana] in a secondary
sense.

Abhinavagupta mentions eight objections in this theory put up by Bhatta
Sankuka. Citing Sarikuka’s view on rasa, he says:

tasmadhetubhirvibhavakhyaih karyaiscanubhavatmabhih sahacariru-
paisca vyabhicaribhih prayatnarjitataya krtrimairapi tathanabhimanyama-
nairanukartrsthatvena lingabalatah pratiyamanah sthayi bhavo mukhyaramadi-
gatasthayyanukaranaripah.  anukaranarupatvadeva ca namantarena vya-
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padisto rasah.

vibhava hi kavyabalanusandheyah. anubhavah Siksatah. vyabhicarinah
krtrimanijanubhavarjanabalat. sthayi tu kavyabaladapi nanusandheyah. ratih
Soka’ityadayo hi sabda ratyadikamabhidheyikurvantyabhidhanatvena. na tu va-
cikabhinayarupataya’vagamayanti. na hi vageva vacikam. api tu taya nirvrt-
tam. angairivangikam. tena -

vivrddhatma’pyagadho’pi duranto’pi mahanapi.
badaveneva jaladhih Sokah krodhena piyate..
$okena krtah stambhah tatha sthito yo’navasthitakrandaih.
hrdayasphutanabhayartairarditumabhyarthyate sacivaih..
bhati patito likhantyah tasya baspambusikarakanaughah.
svedodgama iva karatalasarhsparsadesa me vapusi..

napyayameva rama iti. na capyayam na sukhiti. napi ramah syadva na
vayamiti. na capi tatsadrsa iti. kintu samyanmithyasamsayasadrSyapratitib-
hyo vilaksana citraturagadinyayena yah sukhi ramah asavayamiti pratitirastiti.
tadaha -

pratibhati na sandeho na tattvarh na viparyayah.
dhirasavayamityasti nasavevayamityapi..
viruddhabuddhisambhedadavivecitasarhplavah.
yuktya paryanuyujyeta sphurannanubhavah kaya..
(ABh., vol-1, p-272)

First of all, Sarikuka explained that this drama is quite different from
four types of knowledge i.e. samyak jiiana (right knowledge/real knowledge),
mithya jiiana (wrong knowledge), sadrsya jiana, samsaya (doubt).

We do not perceive that ‘this actor is Rama’ (samyak pratiti), ‘this actor
is Rama, but suppressed in the next moment by he is not Rama’ (mithya pratiti),
‘is this Rama or not’ (sams$aya), ‘this is similar to Rama’ (sadrsya). Then, in what
way we perceive the actor?

Sankuka says that, “there is neither real knowledge, nor false, nor sim-
ilarity and no doubt.” He says that we cannot place drama under these. Then,
he proposes a theory which is known as citraturaganyaya. Similarly, in drama
although the actor is not a real Rama, nor similar to Rama, nor a doubt arises,
and no false knowledge; then with citraturaganyaya we perceive actor as Rama.
Now, in this form actor (grasped as Rama) on stage comes in our perception.
Actor is very accomplished in his training of drama. Now, through proper vib-
havas, anubhavas and vyabhicaribhavas, and with conscious effort by actor, the
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sthayibhava [permanent emotion] transforms into rasa. Although these vibha-
vas etc., are artificial and unreal [krtrim], yet they are not realised as artificial
due to extra-ordinary effort of actors. Rasa is simply a permanent emotion
[sthayibhava] and more precisely the reproduction [anukarana] of the perma-
nent emotion of anukarya Rama etc.

Although this rasa is not present in actor, yet through his skilled presen-
tation it appears that rasa is present in actor (nata).

This is the achievement of Sarikuka that he accepts the location of rasa
in actor not in the things reproduced (anukarya/Rama etc.).

Sankuka’s view has been refuted by Abhinavagupta’s teacher Bhatta
Tauta. Abhinavagupta cites his teacher’s view in his Abhinavabharati.

It was Bhatta Nayaka discussed aesthetic experience keeping spectator
in centre. First of all, Bhatta Nayaka creates three alternatives regarding the
experience of rasa as follows:

1. Whether this rasa is perceived [pratiyate] i.e. an object of normal per-
petual experience.

2. Whether this rasa actually comes into being [utpatti].
3. Whether this rasa is manifested or suggested [abhivyajyate].

He criticises all the three alternatives. Quoting his view, Abhinavagupta
mentions:

bhattanayakastvaha - raso na pratiyate. notpadyate. nabhivyajyate. sva-
gatatvena hi pratitau karune duhkhitvarh syat. na ca sa pratitiryukta. sitaderav-
ibhavatvat svakantasmrtyasamvedanat. devatadau sadharanikaranayogyatvat.
samudralanghanaderasadharanyat. na ca tadvato ramasya smrtih. anupal-
abdhatvat. na ca sabdanumanadibhyah tatpratitau lokasya sarasata prayukta
pratyaksadiva.  nayakayugalakavabhase hi pratyuta lajjajugupsasprhadis-
vocitacittavrttyantarodayavyagratayakasayanekarasatvamathapi syat. tanna
pratitiranubhavasmrtyadiriupa rasasya yukta. utpattavapi tulyametaddiusanam.
Saktirupatvena purvam sthitasya pascadabhivyaktau visayarjanataratamyapat-
tih. svagatatvaparagatatvadi ca purvadvikalpyam.

tasmatkavye dosabhavagunalankaramayatvalaksanena
natye caturvidhabhinayariipena nibidanijamohasankatakarina vib-
havadisadharanikaranatmana’bhidhato dvitiyenamsena bhavakat-
vavyaparena bhavyamano raso’nubhavasmrtyadivilaksanena rajas-
tamo’nuvedhavaicitryabaladdrutivistaravikasalaksanena  sattvodrekaprakasa-
nandamayanijasamvidvisrantilaksanena parabrahmasvadasavidhena bhogena
param bhujyata iti. (ABh., vol-1, p-276.)
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Nayaka explains the process of rasanubhuti in the terms of bhavana.
Nayaka accepts three functions in poetry, namely, abhidha, bhavakatva and
bhojakatva. Since poetry consists of these three functions, it differs from ordi-
nary words.

Bhatta Nayaka suggests that with the help of bhavakatva, individual
characteristics of Rama and Sita become de-individualized. It frees the object
from all relations so universalizes. After that bhojakatva function acts through
which two qualities of the reader/spectator, namely, rajas and tamas are sup-
pressed and sattvika qualities of the soul blossoms forth. Through this bho-
Jjakatva, rasa is enjoyed [bhujyate] with a kind of enjoyment [bhoga] which is
different from memory or direct experience and by virtue of contact between
sattva, rajas, and tamas, which takes the form of melting [druti], expansion
[vistara], and radiance [vikasa]. It rests [visranta] in its own samvit, which due
to predominance of sattva, is pervaded by ananda and prakasa. This rasa is
similar to the taste [asvada] of that Supreme Brahman [parabrahmasvadasavid-
hena].

Bhatta Nayaka failed to explain the essential nature of the subjective
and the objective aspects of aesthetic experience. According to him, sad-
haranikarana is an act which takes the knowledge of vibhava etc to an uncertain
level. In poetry (kavya), it is reached when there are no blemishes and it has
guna and alankara and in theatre it is achieved with the four kinds of acting of
the actor.

Abhinavagupta draws our attention on faults in Bhatta Nayaka expla-
nation. He counter-argues that realization of everything is the purpose in this
world; that alone is named bhoga/bhavana. Without realization or knowledge
no object of this world can be put to use for anyone. If rasa is not to be ‘pratita’
realized then how will it become a matter of bhoga also. Another fault in
Bhattanayaka’s explanation is that if rasa is neither born (utpanna) nor real-
ized (abhivyakta) then will it be considered nitya or anitya? Also if there are
three powers of words, abhidha, bhavakatva and bhojakatva, then how will you
explain the various stages of rasa, and their sattva, rajas, and tamas stages?
Then it will become manifold.

Kavyena bhavyante rasah, Abhivanagupta believes that if through vib-
havas etc the relishing knowledge of rasa is meant by bhavana we would accept
it. But this doesn’t prove Bhattnayaka’s theory of bhavakatva.

Abhinavagupta who is a Saiva philosopher, explains rasasiitra through
abhivyaktivada. He refines the concept of sadharanikarana and gives a psy-
chological explanation for it. He has the view that a rich and fruitful thought
can only be made on a foundation that has been prepared by our predecessors.
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Hence, the doctrines of our predecessors have only being refined by Abhinav-
agupta, not refuted.

tasmatsatamatra na dasitani
matani tanyeva tu Sodhitani.
purvapratisthapitayojanasu
milapratisthaphalamamananti..
(ABh., vol-1, p-278)

Prefacing his own view, he says that :

yatha hi ‘ratrimdsata’ ‘tamagnau pradat’ ityadavarthitadilaksi-
tasyadhikarinah pratipattimatradatitivraprarocitatprathamapravrttadanantara-
madhikaivopattakalatirkarenaivaste pradadanityadirupa samkramanadisvab-
hava yathadarsanam pratibhabhavana vidhyudyogadibhasabhirvyavahrta prati-
pattistathaiva kavyatmakadapi sabdadadhikarino’dhika’sti pratipattih. (ABh.,
vol-1, p-278)

When a man [adhikari] hears a sentence like ratrimasata [They held a
sacrificial session through the night] or tamagnau pradat [He offered up into
the fire] etc.; then there arise two perceptions, first is the general perception of
sentence i.e. literal meaning of this sentence, then after, there arises a second
perception which culminates in obtaining the desired objects through suppress-
ing the original tense [past tense] and he thinks as “Let me hold a session” or
“Let me offer up”. This form of cognition is supplemented by various factors as
pratibha, bhavana, vidhi etc.

And who is sahrdaya? He answers as:

yesam kavyanusilanabhyasavasadvisadibhiite manomukure varnaniy-
atanmayibhavanayogyatate svahrdayasamvadabhajah sahrdayah. (Locana, p-
38)

The person whose mirror of heart becomes polished i.e. becomes trans-
parent by the constant study and practice of poetry; such heart can reflects
everything clearly and distinctly; such a person is known as sahrdaya who is
able to identify himself with the subject matter.

He starts his opinion by quoting a verse of Kalidasa:

grivabhangabhiramarn muhuranupatati syandane baddhadrstih

pascardhena pravistah $arapatanabhayad bhayasa purvakayam.
darbhairardhavalidhaih $ramavivrtamukhabhrarhs$ibhih kirnavartma

pasyodagraplutatvadviyati bahutararn stokamurvyarm prayati..
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He mentions as:

tasya ca “grivabhangabhiramam” iti, “umapi nilalaka” iti, “ha-
rastu  kimcit”  ityadivakyebhyo vakyarthapratipatteranantararn  manast
saksatkaratmika’pahasitatattadvakyopattakaladivibhaga  tavatpratitirupajay-
ate. tasyam ca yo mrgapotakadirbhati tasya viSesarupatvabhavadbhita iti
trasakasyaparamarthikatvadbhayameva param desakaladyanalingitam. tata
eva ‘bhito’ham bhito’yam Satrurvayasyo madhyasthova’ iytadipratyayebhyo
duhkhasukhadikrtahanadibudhyantarodayaniyamavat taya vighnabahuleb-
hyo vilaksanam nirvighnapratitigrahyarn saksadiva hrdaye nivisSamanam
caksusoriva viparivartamanam bhayanako rasah. (ABh., vol-1, p-279)

The first level is ‘sense-level’. At this level, we hear the above quoted
verses [grivabhangabhiramam]. After hearing this verse, there arises its literal
meaning [vakyartha]. That is to say, at this level the meaning of above verses
reflects in our Consciousness. Since he is an adhikari, he does not rest at this
first level.

After that, an ‘imaginative level’ comes in which there in no spatio-
temporal relations as appearing in first level. That is to say, in this level the
order [krama] and verbal relations [lakara] of sentence-meaning has been elim-
inated. In this imaginative stage, the fearful deer which appears in our mind
is totally devoid of its particularity [viSesa]. Deer which is in context is not
that real deer to which Dusyanta was chasing. This deer is a symbol of uni-
versal “fear”. Hence, we cognize deer as “this deer is in state of fear”. And
also the person which is chasing is not the Real Dusyanta. As a result, only
“fear” [bhayamatra] a permanent emotion which is uncircumscribed by space
and time, appears before us.

Now, the third level comes whose nature is as follows - the “fear” which
appears in a general form is quite different from other types of ordinary fear.
For example - there are various types of worldly fear as bhito’ham [I am afraid],
bhito’yam [he is afraid], or my friend is afraid or anybody is afraid’. In such
types of worldly fear, a person also becomes fearful. If such type of fear also
arise in drama then the spectator would leave the theatre or rejects the poetry,
but such type of fear does not arise in poetry or in drama.

This process is known as sadharanikarana in Abhinavagupta’s aesthet-
ics. Sadharanikarana is that process through which events, acts or characters
associated with certain space or time appears before us in a general form not in
a particular form.

The fourth level comes which form is as follows - the “fear” which has
a general form is different from ordinary fear. This fear is totally devoid from
any obstacles [nirvighna]. In such form this “fear” [bhaya] enters directly in
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our heart as bhayanaka rasa and it appears like “this fear is dancing before our
eyes’.

Abhinavagupta explains the state of ananda/camatkara as a process in
which samajika experiences a play. He says that a sahrdaya (a man of aesthetic
sensibility) experiences pleasure from a good drama on the stage. The difference
between ordinary worldly pleasure and dramatic pleasure is that aesthetic ex-
perience is totally subjective. In such subjectivity, objectivity is totally lost. The
basic mental states lose their objectivity. The permanent mental state (sthayt
bhava) will no longer be related to the hero of drama. It is simply the revival of
vasana, which has sunk back into the mind.

Abhinavagupta is mainly a Saiva philosopher. Theories of Saiva philos-
ophy provides a solid background for Abhinavagupta’s aesthetics. To under-
stand Abhinavagupta’s aesthetics in its entirety, it is pertinent to understand
his philosophical and spiritual roots. Aesthetic theory can be studied from two
points: firstly, the viewpoint of the creator and the viewpoint of the beholder.
Abhinavagupta explains aesthetics from both aspects and infused them.

In his philosophical expositions, Abhinavagupta holds that Paramasiva,
the ultimate reality can be experienced only by freeing oneself from all malas
(impurities). Similarly, the objective dimension of the spectator has to be elim-
inated for getting the aesthetic experience. In this context rasa vighnas are
described by Abhinavagupta, which are the impediments towards aesthetic ex-
perience. To eliminate these impediments, music and dance are introduced in
beginning of a play. They help in attracting the viewer’s attention towards the
drama, freeing him from his worldly affairs. Abhinavagupta mentions when we
hear a poem or see a dramatic performance; our limited sarmvid tends to unify
with unlimited samvid. He quotes a verse from Vijnanabhairava:

gitadivisayasvadasamasaukhyaikatatmanah.
yoginastanmayatvena manorudhestadatmata.. (verse 73)

When a person mentally becomes one with beautiful songs and music
in dramatic presentation, his heart expands and infuses all this ongoing perfor-
mances within it. After infusing all, he experiences an incomparable joy whose
nature cannot be explained.

Detachment from the worldly affairs (de-personalization) happens so
easily in the theatric world, is achieved with great patience and practice of
sadhana in the ordinary world. The aesthetic experience becomes a medium
to explain the spiritual experience for Abhinavagupta. His metaphysics and
aesthetics are deeply interconnected that cannot be seen in isolation.
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Reflections of Abhinavagupta on Aesthetic Experience

In Abhinavagupta’s aesthetics, a very high position has been ascribed to
poet. Commenting upon one of the karika of Anandavardhana’s Dhvanyaloka,
apare kavyasarmsare... parivartate Abhinavagupta says that as soon as a poet
ceases to be a rasika, the various bhavas that are seen, although they transmit
everyday pleasure, pain, infatuation, will not form, without the strengthening
of a poet’s description, a basis for the transcendent relishing of rasa. In poetic
world, both kavi and rasika have the equal position. A poet encodes poetry
infused with rasa and it is decoded with same intensity by a rasika.

Abhinavagupta mentions his guru Bhatta Tota in this context and quotes
one of his view nayakasya kaveh Srotuh samano’nuhavastatah, which literally
means that (in the case of rasa or aesthetic experience) the experience of the
hero, the poet and the listener are similar. They have the same aesthetic ex-
perience while creating, enacting and watching/reading a particular piece of
poetry.

We must mention Rajasekhara who conceives pratibha into its two com-
ponents, karayitri which is related to poet and bhavayitri related to reader. The
poet creates poetry with the help of karayitri pratibha and sahrdayas relish that
poetry with bhavayitri pratibha.

The experience of rasa evokes camatkara, (generally, translated as a
sense of wonder) in the heart of spectator. The term camatkara draws its
significance from spiritual experience. Both the mythical and the aesthetic
experience needs the cessation of worldly objectivity. In both experiences, we
find a new dimension of reality.
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Portrayal of the character of Draupadt in
Bhattanarayana’s Ventsamhara

Karabi Sarmah

Abstract

Venisamhara is a famous drama written by renowned playwright
Bhattanarayana, an acclaimed playwright in the field of Sanskrit literature. The
storyline of Venisamhara has been taken from Mahabharata by Vyasa. Drau-
padi, one of the courageous characters from the Mahabharata, is portrayed as
the protagonist of the drama. Bhattanarayana has redrawn the storyline of
Venisamhara in his own style although he keeps the Mahabharata as the base ref-
erence. Through this paper an attempt has been made to reflect upon the manner in
which Bhattanarayana has portrayed the character of Draupadt in Venisamhara.
In addition to that, an analysis is also done to show how the original character
of the Mahabharata are recreated Bhattanarayana, one of the renowned Sanskrit
litterature of post-mahabharata times.

(Keywords : Ventsamhara, Mahabharata, Draupadi, protagonist, recre-
ation)

Introduction

The Sanskrit term kavya generally denotes poetical composition or po-
etry. Etymologically kavya signifies a work done by a poet.' Therefore, po-
etry is the expression of a poet who expresses his ideas, feelings or emotions
through words. Kavya technically means poetical composition with an orga-
nized plot by a single author.” Regarding the definition of a kavya the Sanskrit
poets, especially the rhetoricians have furnished their divergent views in their
respective works. Bhamaha has said that words along with meaning constitute
poetry.® Panditaraja Jagannatha in his Rasagangadhara gives the definition of
kavya as ramaniyarthakapratipadakah $abdah kavyam.* That is the words pos-
sessing good (ramaniya) meaning called kavya. It can be said that poetry is that
which can arrest the attention of the connoisseur through nice words. Vamana
has said that a description which is full of alamkara is accepted to be a piece of

! kaveh karma kavyam, vide, Commentary on Vakroktijivita 1.2, ed. By Susil Kumar

De with the commentary of Kuntaka, Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay, Calcutta, 3rd edn.,
1961, p.3

Williams, Monier, A Sanskrit English Dictionary, p.280

Sabdarthau sahitau kavyam (Kavya., 1.16)

Rasagangadhara, Ch. I, ed.& trans. by Sandhya bhaduri with the commentary of
Nagesa Bhatta, Anana I, Sanskrit Pushtak Bhandar, Calcutta, p. 2
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kavya® But Anandavardhana has argued that it is nothing but dhvani i.e. sug-
gestion itself that is more charming than the expressed sense. He has accepted
dhvani as the soul of poetry® and said that it is called the best poetical composi-
tion in which the suggested sense shines more than the expressed one. But the
rhetorician Vi$vanatha Kaviraja, after refuting all the views of his predecessors
furnished his opinion and affirms in this regard that without rasa a sentence
cannot be called poetry as it is the soul of it without which mere unification
of words and meaning becomes lifeless. The other elements such as alamkara,
dhvani etc. are for the upliftment of the poetry only.

In Sanskrit literature, all the forms of poetical composition like
mahakavyas, khandakavyas, natakas, campukavyas etc. are known as kavya.
Therefore, the field of Sanskrit kavya is very wide. The Sanskrit kavya or lit-
erary composition is classified broadly into two catagories viz. $ravyakavya
and drsyakavya. sravyakavya is made for just listening (reading also) whereas
drsyakavya is meant for dramatic representation. Visvanatha Kaviraja in his
Sahityadarpana observes that drSyakavyas are fit for dramatization and ripaka
is the general name for drama in Sanskrit.” Again, §ravyakavyas are suitable
specifically for listening.®

The Sanskrit dr§yakavyas are again divided into various categories and
sub-categories. In Sahityadarpana, Visvanatha establishes ten varieties of ri-
paka and eighteen varieties of upariipaka.’

The first variety of ripaka is known as nataka. Natakas occupy a signifi-
cant place in Sanskrit literature. The scholars have also said about the greatness
of the natakas - “kavyesu natakam ramyam”. There are so many dramas in the
realm of Sanskrit literature. The scholars have divided the dramas into three
groups belonging to three periods, with the master poet Kalidasa as the central
figure, from whom one can look backwards and forwards. These heads are -

kavyam grahyamalamkarat (Ka.su.vr., 1.1.1)

Kavyasyatma dhvanih (Dhva., 1.1)

dréyam tatravineyam tadraparopattu rapakam (Sahitya., VI,1)
$ravyam Srotavyamatram.... (Ibid., VI, 313)

The ten divisions of the ripakas and upartipakas are as follows -
natakamatha prakaranm bhanavyayogasamavakaradimah.
thamrgankavithyah prahasanamiti ripakani dasa..

natika trotam gosthi sattam natyarasakam.
prasthanollapyakavyani prengkhanam rasakam tatha..
sanglapakam srigaditam ca vilasika.

durmallika prakarant halliso bhaniketi ca..

astadasa prahurapartpakani manisinah.

vina visesam sarvesam laksma natakavanmatam.. (Ibid., VI, 3-6)

v © N & wu
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+ The plays before Kalidasa.
+ The plays of Kalidasa
+ The plays after Kalidasa

The Ventsamhara

The Venisamhara of Bhattanarayana is a play after Kalidasa. It belongs
to the class of successful natakas. This is only the available work written by
Bhattanarayana. He is believed to be lived in later half of 7th or the beginning
8th century A.D. and it has been assumed that the date of composition of the
Venisamhara fall in the latter half of the 7th or first quarter of the 8th century
A.D.. The title of the drama Venisamhara means the tying up or rearrangement
of the loose disheveled mass of hair. It bears the reference of the vow of
Bhimasena, which forms the central topic of the drama. It is essentially a
heroic play. The plot is mainly taken from the Mahabharata and covers the
period which elapses between the return of the Pandavas to Indraprastha after
their thirteen years exile and Yudhisthira’s accession to the throne after the
great war. The predominant sentiment of the drama is the heroic or vira. The
name is suggested by an incident related in the latter part of the Sabhaparva
of the Mahabharata. 1t is stated there that after Draupadi had been stacked
and in gambling, she was dragged by hair into the assembly by Duhs$asana
at Duryodhana’s bidding. Stung almost to madness by the outrageous insult,
Bhima vowed that he would kill all the Kauravas, drink the blood from the
bosom of Duhsasana and dipping his hand in Duryodhana’s gore would tie up
Draupadt’s hair. The theme is described in six acts.

The Character of Draupadt in the Ventsamhara

Though there are many plays available in Sanskrit literature and al-
most all those have woman characters, like - Sita, Urvasi, Malavika etc., it is
for the first time Bhattanarayana brought Draupadi into the stage through his
Venisamhara. Draupadi, the brave woman, is the heroine of the Mahabharata.
She is one of the most powerful, imposing and fascinating personalities in the
Mahabharata. Her personality pervades throughout the Mahabharata. In our
society the life of a woman is not straight forward like that of man. Woman has
to passes her life in different roles throughout her life stages, like - as a daugh-
ter, as a daughter-in- law, as a wife, as a mother, as a mother-in-law etc. besides
these all she is a woman. The life of Draupadi in the Mahabharata is also no ex-
ception. She plays all these roles nicely and proved herself a competent in every
aspect of life. She is a good daughter, loving and dutiful wife, knowledgeable
queen. Her steadfast devotion to duty, spirit of self sacrifice, fortitude, courage,
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capacity for hard work, presence of mind, perseverance, endurance, thirst for
knowledge, wisdom to discriminate between right and wrong and strength to
fight against injustice, truth, modesty, forgiveness, softness and harshness as
the occasion demanded etc. are always attract even the women of modern era.
In the Venisamhara though Draupadi is placed as the heroine, but, here Drau-
padi does not have all these qualities. She has been projected as queen and wife
only. It is because Bhattanarayana does not take the whole story of the Mahab-
harata. So it is not possible to reflect all the qualities of Draupadi only through
a portion of Mahabharata as the character of Draupadi pervades throughout the
Mahabharata.

In drama’s heroines are generally divided into three kinds - sviya,
parakiya and sadharana® according to their relationship with the respective
heroes. Each of these is again classified according to their nature. Draupadi
being the wife of Pandavas belong to the type called sviya," and by nature she
can be nothing else but pragalbha.'> So far there is no discrepancy between the
dramaturgies and Bhattanarayana’s portrayal. But when one come down to a
close examination of the play, it is found Draupadi as depicted in this drama to
be standing out as a unique figure in the whole of Sanskrit dramatic literature.
The Ventsamhara as well all know is not a play with love as its theme. Nor can
one designate it as a political play like the Mudraraksasa of Visakhadatta, nor
it is a social play like the Carudatta of Bhasa. The Venisamhara contains all the
elements of all the above mentioned types combined, evenly or unevenly as
the case may be. It is the story of the battle between the brother princess of
the Kuru family and it is hatred and self-pity that predominate in the actions of
all the characters. Draupadi, the heroine, seems to lead in this characteristics
venture. She enters the scene with tears streaming from her eyes and her
heart burning with anger and desire for revenge. The character of Draupadi is
mentioned once in the First Act and nothing is known of her till the Sixth Act,
except an incidental mention of her name in the prelude to the Third Act. But
behind the movement of the story Draupadi is there in the whole theme of the
Venisamhara.

Draupadi’s Role in the Development of the Plot

It is already stated that in the whole Venisamhara, the appearance of
Draupadi is seen only in two acts, the First and the Sixth one. But without her

atha nayika tribheda sva’nya sadharana striti... (Ibid., III, 56)
Vinayarjavadiyukta grhakamapara patibrata sviya... (Ibid., III, 53)
Smarandha gadataranya samastakovida.

bhavannata darabrida pragalbhakrantanayaka.. (Ibid., III, 60)

1
12
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presence the story cannot revolve. She is the reason for what the dramatist
could plot out a play of six acts. The meaning of the title Venisamhara itself
passes information to the audience that the story will surely be the tying up or
rearrangement of the loose disheveled mass of hair of a lady, what is none other
than Draupadi. In this drama the character of Draupadi is unique in nature.
She is the fuel of the whole drama. Though she has not appeared in the stage
in every act but spectator or reader feel her existence everywhere. The main
or ultimate goal of the drama is fulfillment of a wish related to Draupadi. All
other characters are seen to help in achieving the goal. In the First Act she
appears with her long hair loose with complaints of more insult from the wife of
Duryodhana.”® She was on tears while she entered the stage for the first time. A
princess of royal blood by birth, endowed with the most matchless beauty, she is
subjected to humiliations of the worst type inspite of her valiant husbands. Her
miseries seem to have even changed her princely disposition. But her character
is not like other princess. That is why her happiness and satisfaction is reflected
by the fact when Bhima argues that the fight is never an unreasonable one and
hence they should go for it. Bhima’s desire to grind the Kauravas to dust in
battle and quaff blood from the breast of Duhsasana and pound the thigh of
Suyodhana with his mace makes Draupadi even happier and more satisfied.
She always inspires Bhima’s anger and provoked him for war. She expresses
her feelings to Bhima by stating that her hair is aroused only when Bhima is
on indifferent mood but not when he is in anger.”® Bhima after listening to the
words of inspiration told her to consider herself as one whose insult is avenged.
All these imply the importance of the character Draupadi in the development
of the content of the drama. Bhanumati’s insult on Draupadt adds up boost on
Bhima’s anger and makes him more enthusiastic for taking up the vow. She
helps in reminding Bhima about his commitment as she addressed Draupadi
as queen and stated that Bhima is supposed to tie up Draupadi’s hair with his
hands red with the greasy clotted and thick blood of Suyodhana.'® That is the
key point of the drama from where the actual story begins. The First Act itself
gives a clear picture that the following acts will also be centred at the character
of Draupadi. Draupadi well understands that the whole war is going to happen
as the result of all the tormentation she had suffered in the past. Draupadi,
showed her care for her husbands when she advised them not to move about
heedless in the battlefield as she knew it well that all her husbands were on fire

ayi yajiasent paficagramah prarthyanta iti srayate.

tatkasmadidanimapi te ke$a na samyamyante. (Vent., I, p.20)

Vent, I, p. 15

natha, udasinesu yusmasu mama manyurna punah kupitesu (Ibid., I, p.18)
Ibid., 1, p. 21
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because of the insult that was offered to her by the Kauravas."”

From Second Act to the Fifth Act, the character of Draupadi has not been
found in the stage. But one can feel her existence. All the acts or the story
proceeds only to fulfill her wish of giving proper punishment to the Kauravas
for their evil deeds. In the last act the reader or the viewer gets interacted with
the character of Draupadi.

Anyone goes through the drama, from the name itself and through the
all first five acts it is understood that there is a need of the character of the
heroine in the last scene though she was not present in the other acts except
the first one. The audience forgets the main character Draupadt in between the
First and Sixth acts. The dramatist shows his cleverness by bringing back the
character of Draupadi again to the scene in the Sixth Act as without her the
drama cannot get completion. He uses the character of heroine in developing
a sequel of the drama with a flow so that it gets adjusted with the plot.
Draupadt’s presence in the Sixth Act happens along with that of Yudhisthira.
The dramatist does not bring her character all of a sudden so that audience
may not reject her entry. But her presence in the last act of the story seems
she is present there throughout the whole play. While the demon gives the sad
news of the death of Bhima, Draupadi’s presence on the stage is a must in that
situation as the fight of Bhima and Duryodhana is to happen only because of
her. It is the need of the story to convey the news to Draupadi and look for her
reactions. The dramatist draws the attention of the reader towards Draupadi
by plotting her character as an ideal wife as she is ready to sacrifice her life
along with Yudhisthira.'® This incident adjusts her character as a dutiful
consort but dramatist has avoided this for the final goal of the drama where
Draupadt’s presence is mandatory. As the name itself explains the possible
ending of the drama so her must needed presence helps in the advancement
of the story towards the end. Thus as a reader or viewer of the Venisamhara
one can easily understands the need of the character of Draupadi in the
development of the play and Bhattanarayana uses her character nicely to make
his plot more interesting. It has been observed that nowhere her character
has presented without any references. He stretches out the story through six
acts with involvement of the main heroine Draupadi only in the first and last act.

Conclusion
Though Draupadi is the heroine of the play Venisamhara, her ap-

7 Ibid, 1, p. 26

arya kurt darisamcayam. prajvalyatam cita. tvarate me hrdayam natham preksi-
tum. (Ibid., VI, p. 150)
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pearance is restricted to two acts only ie. First Act and Sixth Act. The
dramatist keeps her character as the central one. The title of the drama itself
throws light to the fact that the character of Draupadi is an inseparable one
in the plot. He tries to reflect the toughness of the mind of a lady through
Draupadi. As a wife of five Pandavas, this lady shows here courage and
valour. The sweet relationship between her and Bhima as shown in the epic
Mahabharata had been also shown in the Venisamhara. Draupadi tries to
achieve her silent dream of a war with the Kauravas and it is projected by her
provocation to Bhima. Though she is a follower of the Dharmaraja Yudhisthira
still she has been shown as much closer to Bhima in the emotional aspect
of life. The qualities like — love, care, emotions are also present in her character.
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1. Kavya. - Kavyalamkara
2. Ka.su.vr. - Kavyalamkarasutravrtti
3. Dhva. - Dhvanyaloka
4. Sahitya. - Sahityadarpana
5. Vent. - Venisamhara
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q Yharaadl WERTIEN &9u], 9 @& Yag wafa”? i | qegusnaaed
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YIgHg ST Feirg: fob 7 wnfa”?Ofd | ddanery uRsgpddn Uik &.fe. qrugfy-
Tgiedq derd “Utilization of Mimarhsa nyaya in Vedanta” 3 2fities Ua “The
point that is of importance here is: The Dualists argue that the relation be-
tween perception and mithyatvasruti must be viewed in the light of the above
maxim. Perceptual cognition of the world arises earlier and it is not opposed
to anything because at the time of its origination, the knowledge arising from
the mithyatvasruti which is opposed to it has not arisen. Hence it is asanjatavi-
rodhi. The knowledge arising from the mithyatvasruti, however, at the time of
origination itself, has perceptual cognition opposed to it. Hence, it is sanjatavi-
rodhi. According to the maxim arrived at in the upakramadhikarana, the initial
cognition, since it is asafijatavirodhi is more powerful than the latter cognition

., p-322
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Pandurangi, K. T. Purvamimamsa from an Interdisciplinary Point of View.
(New Delhi : Project of History of Indian Science, Philosophy and Culture, 2006)
P-394-395.
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Pandurangi, Ke T. Purvamimamsa from an Interdisciplinary Point of View.
(New Delhi : Project of History of Indian Science, Philosophy and Culture, 2006)
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Survey of Holism and Multidisciplinary
approach in Higher Education with reference
to Indian Knowledge Systems

Pooja

Abstract

In this paper, we will try to situate and analyse the elements of holism pre-
scribed in Indian Knowledge Systems regarding teaching and learning. As an ideal
of education, holism sets its teleology in the realisation of self and the multidis-
ciplinary approach is construed as a model where different fields of learning are
interconnected with one other. How the interplay of both these elements would
catalyse a process to necessitate holistic development of an individual would be
the focus of our paper. We would also seek to demonstrate that a multidisciplinary
approach runs corollary to the ideal of holistic education in NEP 2020. Apart from
fluidity in career choice, better material and social life, and participation in nation-
building, NEP 2020 carries a tool in its inventory to commence a process to capac-
itate individuals more and more in terms of their actualization of higher human
capabilities that not only would consist in acquiring higher cognitive worth, but
also in the awareness of human values.

(Keywords: Indian Knowledge Systems, holistic, multidisciplinary, NEP
2020)

The existence of modern man is dawn and dusted with severe crisis in
meaning. In the reign of social media and contemporary form of capitalist con-
sumerism, human beings no longer remain the consumer end but have become
the product themselves. In this age of alienated form of survival, the parochial
state of self-identity and lived meaning that humanity founds itself with, cannot
defy the parallel of Neo-Marxist idea of one-dimensional man. Herbert Marcuse
in his work ‘One-Dimensional Man’, underlies the totalitarian and absolute in-
fluence of capitalist structural circumstances over the man’s ability to critically
think and decide his true needs that are already heavily informed by capitalist
structure of society and media. He writes -

“One-dimensional man does not know it’s true needs because its needs
are not its own—they are administered, superimposed, and heteronomous; it
is not able to resist domination, nor to act autonomously, for it identifies with
public behaviour and imitates and submits to the powers that be. Lacking the
power of authentic self-activity, one-dimensional man submits to increasingly

total domination.

1 . .
Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man
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The usage of this neo-Marxist idea of a one-dimensional man highlights
a certain existential opaque that might share a causal factor of prevailing one-
dimensional education with it. Education being one-dimensional suggests that
the ideal of education is driven towards seeing humans as another valuable
form of resource. The phrase “human resources” encapsulates this very idea
that human beings remain instrumental to something and not an end in itself,
whether in the achievement of ends; in the achievement of candidature for ap-
propriate citizenhood or other societal roles, material possessions, participation
in social roles, or as a depository for intellectual growth. The contrary to one-
dimensional educational practise is the ideal of holistic education. John P. Miller
defines holistic education as that mode of the education system that attempts
to “nurture the development of the whole person. This includes the intellectual,
emotional, physical, social, aesthetic, and spiritual. Perhaps the defining aspect
of holistic education is the spiritual”®. Holistic education is generally associated
with spiritual quest by many. But we maintain that functionality of the term
spiritualism in holistic assignment of education might unnecessarily invite the
stigma of theism. In its Indian philosophical counterpart, the word spiritualism
finds its translative correlative in adhyatma. The term spiritualism exercises a
third person narrative. In the Western thinking module, spiritualism signifies
an entity that a person comes to have while adhyatma functions as a signifier
to first- person in the sense of “upon oneself” viz a viz atmani. The term ad-
hyatma is a composite of the prefix adhi and atman which means upon/over
oneself or for the sake of oneself i.e., atmani and atmaneh® respectively. In this
sense, holism comprises of knowing and ultimately realising oneself. We now
arrive at the discussion of the structure of holistic approach in knowledge sys-
tems. One of the purposes of higher education qua education is served when
we leave the solace of seeking things in a multitude of air-tight separate com-
partments. The veracity of proposed system of higher education is corroborated
in apprehending objects of knowledge as more connected than ever; instating
the belief that knowledge constitutes not in ultimately branched segments but
exists as a unified whole. Emphasis on a multidisciplinary approach runs corol-
lary to holistic vision and it acts as an instrument to realise the latter objective.
For learners, multidisciplinary structure of education can “deepen their skills
as they understand to systematically select subjects as one interrelated whole
rather than unrelated subjects™. Knowledge, to reiterate, is a unified inter-

Miller, Holistic Learning and Spirituality in Education.

Bharatiya Dar$ana Brhatkosa, vol. 1, pg. 124

Demystifying Approaches of Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education for Diverse
Career Opportunities: NEP 2020 in The Indian Journal of Science and Technology,
vol 15(14).
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connected web. An expert having specialisation in any specific subject should
know the place of the latter in this interconnected whole and should perceive
and derive relations with other structures of knowledge. Let us illustrate by
the example of German physicist Werner Heisenberg who is said to quote- “Af-
ter the conversations about Indian philosophy, some of the ideas of Quantum
Physics that had seemed so crazy suddenly made much more sense”. Robert
J. Oppenheimer, an American physicist is believed to have said that “access
to the Vedas is the greatest privilege this century may claim over all previous
centuries”. Here, comes the acknowledgment for the purport of holism. Thus,
holism as a model of education may act as a robust project to inculcate a sense of
connectedness between sciences, cultures and ages. The introduction to multi-
disciplinary model and courses on Indian Knowledge Systems in NEP 2020 will
hopefully pave the way to realise this end.

Digressing a bit, we note that Abraham Maslow proposed his theory of
Hierarchy of Needs in 1943. Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs was a psychological
theory based on a five-stage model that highlighted how human beings develop
and evolve in their understanding quantified by lived experiences through time
to generally progress towards self-actualization. The latter is achieved when
one progresses towards the ascending hierarchy of physiological needs, safety
needs, love and belonging and lastly esteem, all in the chronological order. This
thought process was irrigated on Indian lands hundreds of years ago as a system
of purusartha, i.e., stage of dharma, artha, kama and moksa’ When one suc-
cessfully realizes the starting three prior ends of life, the state of self-realisation
comes, naturally or normatively in the form of moksa. The last purusartha con-
sists in the questioning of oneself and transcending himself. Peeking through
the channels of history, the focus of education in India since the ancient times
had always been to elevate one’s consciousness. Man is a Being who always
seeks to transcend itself. The vision of traditional education right from the
Vedic ages resided in the ultimate teleology of man-making.

Hence, the real essence of higher education hence, is not only to in-
form the individual of various ways to strengthen his capability in fulfilling the
economic, social and career ambitions but also help develop a strong sense of
concretised identity. Bharatiya darsanic systems exemplified this fact by mak-
ing the hierarchical distinction between para and apara vidya. The apara vidya
constitutes those species of knowledge systems that are dispersed in various
branches of sciences, examples are history, Ayurveda, astrology, kalpavidya,
the rasi (science of numbers), bhutvidya. Para vidya transcends apara vidya
as the highest form of knowledge while being a unified whole in the form of

> Sik$a: An Indian Perspective, C. Saluja
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Brahmavidya. Swami Vivekananda said: “The ideal of all education, all train-
ing should be man-making. Education is not the amount of information that is
put into your brain and runs riot there, undigested, all your life. We must have
life-building, man-making and character-making assimilation of ideas” Edu-
cation is not identical with formal intellectual training; that men can become
educated without being intellectuals, and that intellectuals are not necessarily
educated men. Grundtvig wrote:

“Scholarship is one thing, and education and fitness for life is an-
other; they may well be united, but not in the case of the majority; they must
not be hostile to each other. Scholarship will lead scholars astray if it is not con-
fronted by an education of the people which oblige it to take present-day life
into consideration, just as education of the people will soon degenerate into a
superficial polish if scholarship does not keep it alive.”

Einstein commented in the same fashion that school is not meant to
promote future officials, scholars, lecturers, barristers and authors, but human
beings. Whitehead similarly remarked, “The school course of classics must
be planned so that a definite result (a great view of life) is clearly achieved.
There has been too great a product of failures on a road to an ambitious ideal
of scholarship.” This is the ideal of holism in higher education found in the belief
of various scholars. The primary objective of holism in Indian higher education
does not lie only in the acquisition of various skills and learning of values for the
sake of fruitful management in social and professional lives. These are the sec-
ondary results of holistic form of learning. In the bigger picture it also retains
the fact that individuals can now and ought to choose their mode of personal
development.

Holistic education is found in two binary versions -

+ Learning and doing,

+ Learning and be-ing.

Learning and doing: Analysing various instances in Indian thought sys-
tems regarding the comprehensive learning and knowledge models, we find that
in the Sanskrit prose work of Naisadhiyacaritam, Sriharsha describes his pro-
tagonist Nala as an adept scholar in fourteen sciences. These fourteen sciences
are four Veda-s, six Vedanta-s Siksa, kalpa, vyakarana, jyotisa, nirukta, chanda,
purana, mimamsa, nyaya and Dharmasastra-s. Not only he is described as well
versed in these sciences, his knowledge is qualified by the hierarchy of adhiti,
bodha, acarana and prasara; that can be roughly translated as comprehension,
understanding, application and finally, propagation respectively.

adhitibodhacaranapracaranairdasasvatayah pranayannupadhibhih,
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caturdasatvam krtavankutah svayam na vedmi vidyasu caturdasasvayam”®

This comprehensive practise of learning, practising and propagating in
hierarchical stages that also resonates with the basic idea of Bloom’s taxon-
omy’. Sage Patafijali has posited a slightly different chronological pattern as
— adhiti, bodha, prasara and acarana, with practise (acarana) coming later to
sharing of knowledge pool (prasara). The vocational learning and practising
of sixty-four arts are well mentioned in Vatsyayana’s Mahabhasya that include
painting, architecture, sculptor, even the art of fabricating foreign sophistry.
Lord Krsna and Balarama are said to be learnt in all these sixty-four arts.

Learning and Being: The import of philosophical concepts like - “Brahma
veda Brahmaiva bhavati*® evolves around learning and being. True knowledge
should generate a change in one’s disposition, in the very fabric of one’s be-
ing. We have focused too much on knowing that, we should also focus on
knowing how. Upanisada-s that form the culmination of Veda-s are the gen-
esis of Indian practise of spiritual quest. The etymological meaning of the word
Upanisad, brings the holistic binary of learning and practise. Upanisad means
“sitting near a teacher, from upa “by” and ni-sad “sitting down near”, refers to
the disciple sitting down near the teacher while receiving spiritual knowledge.
Monier-Williams’ Sanskrit Dictionary notes — "According to native authorities,
Upanisad means setting to rest ignorance by revealing the knowledge of the
supreme spirit”® Hence system of Upanisad, also known by Vedanta means
therefore the sitting down of the disciple near his teacher in a devoted man-
ner to receive instruction about the highest Reality and the identification of
oneself with it which loosens all doubts and destroys all ignorance of the dis-
ciple. The composite of reception, thinking and reflection as §ravana, manana
and nidhidhyasana is also found in Upanisad tradition.

The biconditionality of praxis and theory is a part and parcel of holis-
tic approach, it is construed in the fourfold mode of knowledge known as
anubandha-catustaya in Indian thinking. These are chronologically in the or-
der of adhikari, visaya, prayojana and sambamdha'® Preparing a student
for education is embodied in the concept of adhikari. Before entering into
any field of knowledge, one must be in acquisition of necessary qualifica-

6 Naisadhiyacaritam, sectionl, prose 4.

7 See appendix to Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives Handbook One, pp.
201-207.

“he who knows Brahma verily becomes Brahma”, Mundaka Upanisada, 3.2.9
Monier-Williams 1976, p. 201

‘tatra anubandho nama adhikarivisaya sambandhaprayojanani’, Vedantasara, verse.
5

10
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tions. Samkaracarya’s enumerated the four necessary qualifications (sadhana-
catustaya) in Vivekacudamani. For a learner to be successful in the science of
Advaita, one must be qualified of four criteria i.e., sadhana-catustaya which is
an exemplary of adhikari. These four qualifications are viveka (discriminative
knowledge), vairagya (non-attachment to worldly pursuits), satasampat (six
virtues) and mumuksutva (longing to transcend one’s present state of being).

A passage from Chandogya Upanisad also emphasizes the necessary con-
dition of qualifications for self-realisation:

vedante paramam guhyam purakalpe pracoditam,
naprasantaya datavyam naputrayasisyaya va punah”

“The highest form of knowledge in Vedanta delivered in a former age,
should not be given to one whose passions have not been subdued, not even to
the son or disciple, if he is unworthy”

The second in the anubandha catustaya is visaya which implies the clar-
ification of the subject matter to be taken in the learning process. What the
subject matter entails and is associated with, forms the crux of visaya. To gain
full insight into the concerned Satra-s and the clarification of the end to be
achieved is grasped in prayojana. The role of adhikari and prayojana plays an
important role in the process of learning. Adhikari is a preparatory state for
learners and proyajana is the objective of learning as well teaching. The last
one is sambandha which shows the organic interrelatedness between all these
three elements in teaching and intertextuality in the context of learning.

A Philosophical Survey of Holistic and Multidisciplinary
Approach in Education Policies

The genesis of multidisciplinary approach in Higher Education can be
first marked in the theme of “General Education” in Independent India’s first
education know as Radhakrishnan Commission of 1948-49. General education,
opines the report, would open the “windows in many directions, so that most of
the varied experiences of his life, and most elements of his environment (would
be included)” > General education was simply meant to act as an inclusion
of the interdisciplinary mode of education in the college level. In this partic-
ular scope of higher education, the importance of learning in other disciplines
is deemed as important along with the specialization. It was proposed in the
report that the student, apart from his subject can cover other related sciences.

1 Sveasvataropanisad, 6.1.22

The Report of the University Education Commission (December 1948 — August
1949) Volume I

12
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Suffice it to say that the commission had cautioned against the educational
structure and practise of over-specialisation. The report mentioned the state-
ment of ] Gasset regarding the traditional pattern of producing over-specialized
educated masses.

“The man who does not possess the concept of physics (not the science
of physics proper, but the vital idea of the world which it has created), and the
concept afforded by history, and by biology, and the scheme of speculative phi-
losophy, is not an educated man. Unless he should happen to be endowed with
exceptional qualities, it is extremely unlikely that such a man will be in-the
fullest sense a good doctor, a good judge, or a good technical expert. But it is
certain that all the other things he does in life, including part of his profession
itself which transcend its proper academic boundaries, will turn out unfortu-
nately””> Wendell Berry, in a similar fashion mentions the report, has pointed
out as what he calls, “itinerant professional vandals,” persons devoid of any
sense of place or stewardship, or inkling of why these are important.*

The above statements may have an archaic presentation of ideas but de-
liver the idea of general education perfectly. It paves the way for the holistic as
well as multidimensional scope of education. In the National Education Policy
of 2020, we find the realisation of this ideal. The terms ‘multidisciplinary’ and
‘holistic’ are mentioned seventy-two and forty-one times respectively in the
report of NEP 2020. NEP 2020 becomes India’s 21st-century education policy
approved by the Union Cabinet on 29th July 2020 which replaces the National
Policy on Education of 1986. Policy proposed the establishment of Model uni-
versities for holistic and multidisciplinary education, at par with IITs, IIMs to
be known as MERUs (Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities).
These universities will aim to attain the highest standards for multidisciplinary
education across India. Apart from fluidity in career choice, better material and
social life, and participation in nation building, the New Education Policy 2020
carries a tool in its inventory to commence a process to capacitate individu-
als more and more in terms of their actualisation of higher human capabilities.
New Education Policy takes upon this project by stating three main strategies
[NEP 2020, pg.5]-

+ flexibility in subject’ choice,

+ no hard separations and hierarchies between arts and sciences, curricu-
lar and extra-curricular activities and vocational and academic streams,

+ and lastly the ideal of holistic and multidisciplinary education.

13
14

Wendell Berry, Home Economics (San Francisco: North Point Press, 1987), p. 50
Miller, New Directions in Education, pg. 53
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Conclusion

Holistic education can be conceived in two varieties, first as an ideal

of education that sets its teleology in the realisation of self and the projects
undertaken in the life and the second is construed as a model of education.
Spirit of holistic education is scattered throughout Indian thought systems and
consistently accentuate on the notion that the true essence of education lies in
necessitating holistic development of an individual for the sake of individual
only whereby multidisciplinary approach serves this cause.
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